
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 11th September 2008 at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT    Councillors J George, C Maunder, M.S Munro, J Parsons (Chairman),  
                     J Pitts, P Wharf, M Shakesby (DCC) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
 08/106     Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence have been received from Councillors L W Fairhurst, T 
 Maunder and I Ventham who are away. 
 
08/107     Period for Public Participation 
 
Two representatives of the Sports Club were present and spoke in support of the letter 
from the Club regarding the verges in North Street adjacent to the recreation ground. 
The verges have encroached onto the road and in places have severely restricted the 
width causing problems for traffic. Councillor Pitts has been in contact with DCC for 
some time over this and other matters and will take it up again at a meeting, with 
DCC, on 2nd October. 
One suggestion made was that perhaps somebody local could remove the collapsed 
verge material. 
 
08/108     Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th August 2008 were confirmed correct. 
 
08/109     Matters arising from those minutes 
 
08/105A   (Benches). The Clerk confirmed that the benches have been ordered and, 
will be delivered to Councillor Ventham to await fixing in place. 
 
08/110     Planning 
 
Councillor P Wharf declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the 
discussion. 
The planning Working Party had been unable to meet but Councillors Fairhurst and 
Pitts had discussed application 6/2008/0591 and had no objections. 
 
The following was agreed: 
 
06/2008/0591  52 West Street. A rear extension.  No objection 
 
06/2008/0603   Chamberlaynes Farm.  Change of use to agricultural contractors yard  
                         and large animal veterinary surgery. 
                         No objection but would like to recommend screening the yard from  
                         the C6 and that the access/egress from the C6 be improved. 
 
 
 



08/110   cont 
 
A letter regarding a possible change of use for 17 North Street has been received. It 
was agreed that the Council could only comment on a planning application when 
received from PDC. 
 
 
08/111     Proposed development at Lytchett Minster 
 
Councillor P Johns spoke regarding the development of 2,750 units which would be in 
addition to the 2,100 agreed, for Purbeck proposed by the South West Regional 
Assembly. There is considerable opposition to this and he asked if this Council could 
help to disseminate information and a letter for people to use to oppose this proposal.  
Some Councillors agreed to do what they can and it would also go into the Parish 
Magazine and an electronic version when received will be sent to those parishioners 
where an email address is held.  
 
08/112     Zebra Crossing 
 
Councillor Pitts reported that the advertisement has not yet been placed in the press. 
Annette Brooke MP has written to DCC about this and there is a meeting on 2nd 
October to discuss this and other points and Councillor Pitts will be attending.    
 
Councillor Pitts reported that 1) the progress on the Brown Signs has been delayed but 
will be looked at in the coming month. 2)  The delay on introducing the Yellow Lines 
has been caused by a glitch in the computer system which is now used to produce the 
orders. It is not known how quickly this will be dealt with. 3) He has spoken to Andy 
Brown (DCC) who is enthusiastic about the South East bypass and reports that the 
scheme is now into the Environmental Impact stage. It is hoped that the 4 options will 
come before this Council in early 2009. 
 
08/113     Woodbury Cross 
 
A letter has been received from Wareham St Martin Parish Council asking for this 
Councils support in its request for traffic lights or a roundabout at Woodbury Cross. 
The reason for this is that HGV drivers using the North Trigon landfill site use the 
A352 rather than negotiating the C7 and A35 junction. 
It was agreed that the Clerk write to say that if South East bypass is supported their 
proposal would almost certainly be included.  
 
08/114     Play Park 
 
The Clerk has obtained a price of £278 for 7 cubic meters of playchip however 
delivery can only be made when someone has been found to distribute it. He is 
waiting to hear from Mr Moss and it was suggested he contact Mr R Hall as well. The 
weeds in the fall areas will need to be cleared or sprayed before the chip is put in 
place. 
The consultation letter will be updated. 
 
 



08/114   cont 
 
The Chairman will consult with the Sports Club over the moving of the Kicking Wall 
to the recreation ground pointing out that the facility would be covered by this 
Councils Public Liability insurance. 
 
08/115     Village Composting 
 
Councillor Munro felt that this was worth investigating but if brought in it would need 
to be managed properly. It may be that Vitacress would be willing to help as they 
have to recycle their waste and an approach could be made to them.  
08/115  cont 
 
An item could go into the Parish Magazine to see if there is any interest in this 
proposal. 
 
08/116     District Councillors Report     
 
The planning application for Central Stores comes before the Planning Board on 25th 
September. The Chairman will attend. 
It is intended to serve an Enforcement Notice on the person causing the dog problem 
in Sitterton Close. 
He has received several complimentary comments on the way the work on the bridge 
at Hyde, has been carried out. 
He also has details of the Purbeck Health Profile if anyone wishes to see them. 
 
08/117     County Councillors Report 
 
There is a problem with a large number of travellers at Sayers Wood and sites are 
being sought for them. Some options at present are Gallows Hill, the Conbloc site on 
Puddletown Road and part of the Scout site at Buddens Farm. 
 
08/118     Environment Working Party 
 
Councillor Pitts reported that there has been one meeting which has set out an agenda 
to follow. He is awaiting some maps and hen these arrive he will call another meeting.  
If the quotes, for demolishing the toilet block, come in within the £20,000 budget the 
work could be completed by the end of the year. The paperwork to carry out this 
procedure is tremendous. 
Mr Cleave has started work on the hedges, in the cemetery, and would like the 
Council to tell Mr Mooney he will deal with the clippings as soon as possible. 
 
08/119     Finance 
 

a) The Council approved the monthly expenditure of £2679.17 
b) The Budget and Financial Statement for August 2008 were accepted. 

 
 
 
 



08/120     Correspondence 
 
Woodbury Hill. The County Council has suggested that a sign, warning of the narrow 
road, be placed at its north western junction with the A35 and removing the direction 
sign from the southern end of the road at Woodbury Cross. 
Mr Gillett (DCC) has also asked that the foliage be moved from the warning sign to 
the south of Townsend Farm with a “Slow” road marking to be laid adjacent to it. 
Finally the existing “Slow” road marking will be renewed. 
It was agreed that these be approved. 
 
DAPTC.  An email has been received containing 3 proposals and asking for 
comments. 
The response from this council is as follows  question 1)  Yes.  2) No and 3) Yes 
 
08/120  cont 
 
Waste Strategy Review. This can be left because the deadline is 7th November. 
  
Shitterton Sign.  Purbeck District Council has offered £50 towards the cost of a stone 
sign.  Councillor Shakesby suggested contacting a quarry at St Aldhems Head as they 
have stone that could be available. This is a matter for the Environmental Working 
Party. 
 
Vacancy.  Following Councillor Kennard’s resignation a notice has been put up as 
required. Councillors were asked if they could find anybody willing to be co-opted.  
 
08/121     Defects 
 
The gulley at Shitterton Bridge has been dealt with. 
 
There is a lot of weed, from the Bere Stream, left on the bank. Councillor Munro said 
that this would dry up and disappear. 
 
It was agreed the Mr Moss should replace the back of the notice board, he has, with 
ply and the paint it to make it water proof. 
 
08/122     Any other business 
 
Councillor Maunder felt that more should be done to encourage the young to take part 
in sports. Those that are doing BMX could perhaps be helped in the future. 
 
PACT discussed graffiti on the shelter and encouraging youth. Councillor Maunder 
felt that a programme of repainting may result in graffiti not returning and the second 
matters he addressed in the first paragraph. 
 
It was agreed to go ahead with the Christmas Trees this year. 
 
There is live theatre in the Drax Hall on 23rd September. 
 



Items for the Parish Magazine are village composting, the proposed development at 
Lytchett Minster and the Vacancy for a councillor. 
 
 
  


