
Bere Regis Parish Council  
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 11th December 2008 at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT       Councillors L W Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder, M S Munro, 
                        J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, I Ventham, P Wharf, M Shakesby (DCC)  
                        and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
08/160     Apologies 
 
An apology for absence has been received from Councillor J George. 
 
08/161     Period for Public Participation 
 
The Vicar, Rev Ian Woodward, Mr N Woodward and 2 parishioners were present 
together with Mr Jason Hemmings who sells fish in the village. He explained what he 
was doing and why. The Parish Council has no say over the legal aspects of what he 
was doing. The County Council will deal with him if he trades on the highway and 
Purbeck deals with the planning side. Parishioners were more concerned about the 
signs he uses because they are an eyesore, and he promised to remove them. 
Mr Nigel Woodward raised 3 matters, firstly the gate at the end of North Street which 
is in need of repair and Councillor Pitts will take this up with the County Council. 
Secondly he raised the matter of traffic speeding in North Street. Councillor Pitts has 
spoken to a County Council official about this. The limit and signs are correct and that 
speeding is a matter for the Police. Councillor Shakesby felt that traffic calming may 
be the solution. Inspector Weeks is coming to the February meeting and this matter 
could be raised then. 
Finally he has looked at the information regarding PACT and finds it difficult to 
understand what it is really about. The Vicar, who is Chairman of the PACT Panel, 
said that PACT panels were created under the Crime and Disorder Act 2002 and are 
there to address the matter of safer neighbourhoods and local bodies and businesses 
should be involved. He feels the main problem for the panel is the perception that the 
county is not safe and the aim is to reduce this feeling. The panel allows the public to 
put forwards their concerns which can then be discussed. The Panel is only concerned 
with safety and crime related matters. 
Councillor Wharf was concerned over the lack of a police presence at Parish Council 
meetings, even if this was only on a quarterly basis. He is also worried about the lack 
of information. 
Councillor Ventham agreed that the terms of reference could be better and he and the 
Chairman had met Ms Karen Jaggs (PDC) and Inspector Weeks to discuss this point. 
They are to produce revised terms and Inspector weeks said that the PACT Panel 
should not prevent the Police from attending Parish Council meetings. One factor in 
this could be timing and perhaps a representative of PACT could attend the District 
Councillors surgery as well as a Parish Councillor. 
 
08/162     PACT 
 
This was fully discussed under minute 08/161.  
 
 



08/163     Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2008 were confirmed correct. 
 
08/164     Matters arising 
 
08/141 (Youth shelter).  The graffiti has been removed and the shelter painted. The 
cost was £532 with PDC paying £200 the Chairman agreed this Council would pay 
the balance. It was proposed by Councillor Ventham and seconded by Councillor 
Munro that this decision be confirmed and it was. 
 
08/128 (Benches). Councillor Munro explained that initially approval had not been 
obtained for the style of bench purchased. However, as the alternative type is not 
being made the Councils benches were approved. As previously agreed, one bench 
will be placed at the end of Stanbarrow Close and the other two will go by the hoggin 
path facing the stream. PDC has currently agreed to only one by the hoggin path and 
confirmation for the second is awaited. The Chairman has requested this from PDC. 
 
08/131 (Trees Sitterton Close). Purbeck District Council has replied stating the trees 
are not theirs but the Tree Officer should be consulted as they are in a Conservation 
Area. There has been no reply from Purbeck Housing Trust. No further action by the 
Council is required. 
 
08/147 (Village composting). Councillor T Maunder has made contact about skip hire 
but a hard standing will be needed to site them and they will need to be monitored to 
avoid abuse. There is an alternative way to dispose of the grass cuttings from the 
cemetery and that is the contractor would do so as part of his contract. 
The Chairman has been in contact with the Drax agent asking for permission for a 
composting site in the Southbrook allotment site and a reply is awaited. 
   
08/158 (Southbrook sign). PDC is watching its budget and priorities are being 
identified. There is already a Southbrook sign nearby so this one will only be repaired 
if there are funds available at the end of the financial year. 
 
08/159 (PMUs). Other items for the unit are the litter in the lay by on Poole Hill and 
the obscured No Right Turn sign. 
 
08/159 (Shitterton Noticeboard). The Clerk has chased up the installation of the 
board. 
 
08/165     District Councillors Report 
 
Councillor Wharfs item in the Parish Magazine is about insulation grants. 
At a Leaders meeting it was suggested that the Chief Executive should visit parishes 
to familiarise himself with them. He is starting with Bere Regis and Councillor Wharf 
would like to have any points Councillors wish to raise with him. 
There are to be 3 meetings on 6th, 7th and 12th January to consult on the revision of 
planning procedures. Councillors and Clerks will be invited to attend to enable them 
to take part in the process. 
 



08/165    cont 
 
In reply to a question Councillor Wharf did not think that PDC had a register of Listed 
Buildings that are at risk. 
 
08/166     Allotments 
 
The Chairman has written to Morden Estates regarding the Back Lane site and 
suggesting that a condition on the termination of a tenancy would secure the long term 
future of the site. There has been no reply. 
There were also allotments at the end of North Street. 
Councillor Ventham has contacted the Grainger Trust regarding Souls Moor and an 
agent is in Dorchester tomorrow and he may be able to visit the site. 
 
08/167     Planning 
 
In reply to a question the Chairman reported again that the application for 
Chamberlaynes Farm had been approved. 
 
08/168     Play Park 
 
It was agreed that all properties in the village should be included in the survey and 
this will mean approximately 800 letters. The Spar shop has agreed to be a post box 
for this exercise. Councillor Munro will provide a map of the sites. 
The bark has been replaced but 2 more loads had been needed to complete the work 
properly. 
 
08/169     Co-option of Councillors 
 
One parishioner is interested and is here to see how the Council operates. 
 
08/170     County Councillors Report 
 
There is to be consultation on the school system in Dorset and whether this should be 
a 2 or 3 tier system. Councillor Shakesby felt that a 2 tier system would be better and 
cheaper and that Bere Regis School should be safe as there is room for expansion 
there. The consultation will be looking at the long term future for education and in 
this area the main problems is the lack of pupils at the Purbeck School. 
The Dorset Fire and Rescue Service has a new system, on trial, for dealing with road 
traffic accidents. 
It is also very concerned about 11 deaths in domestic fires in the last 12 months and is 
looking to circulate leaflets around the county alerting the public to the problems and 
to the help they can receive to rectify any faults. 
 
08/171     Parish Plan Portfolios 
 
All five terms of reference have been circulated and were accepted. 
 
Councillor Ventham agreed to help with Youth until a Team Leader is found. 
 



09/171     cont 
 
The Police and Community Portfolio needs another member and as he is not on it 
Councillor C Maunder did not think he should arrange any future village PACT 
meetings. 
 
Councillor Ventham felt that there is a need for more communication between this 
Council and village organisations and that this could include Parish Councillors 
taking part in events they hold. Councillor C Maunder suggested that the Council 
could write to the organisations asking them if they had any matters they would like 
this Council to discuss. 
 
The yellow lines are in place at the filling station and those for West Street and the 
doctor’s surgery will be put down in January 2009. The verges in North Street have 
been attended to and work on the zebra crossing will start on 10th February 2009. 
 
The toilet block will be demolished in February 2009 and the recycling bins can then 
be moved. 
 
Councillor Pitts has suggested that the County and District Councils could share the 
cost of the brown signs and is awaiting a reply. However, the responsibility for 
signing on the main roads is shared between the County Council and the Highways 
Agency. 
The Chairman expressed his disappointment that large brown signs indicating the 
ancient church could apparently not be erected outside the village owing to changes in 
regulations. He referred to the very large number of such signs which are widely in 
place. He could not understand why small brown signs are needed within the village, 
as the church is so visible there. 
 
Dorset County Council will design the layout of Poole Hill roundabout and Councillor 
Pitts will liaise with the sponsor. All forms will be sent through him. 
 
08/172     Finance 
 
a)     The monthly expenditure of £1,718.45 was approved. 
 
b)     The Budget, as amended, and Financial Statement for November 2008 were  
         accepted. 
 
08/173     Correspondence 
 
Of correspondence received the following needed replies or noting. 
 
Freedom of Information Act. The formal adoption of this is to go on the January 
agenda. 
 
The Parish Lengthmans Scheme could deal with many of the highway problems in the 
village. 
 
 



08/174     Defects 
 
The Clerk is to ascertain the road cleaning scheme for Tower Hill where part of the 
verge has collapsed into the road. 
 
The Clerk is to request the repair of a stile at the western end of Footpath 8 and the 
provision of more steps on the eastern side of Woodbury Hill on this path. 
 
08/175     Any other business 
 
46 Christmas trees have been purchased and delivered. 
 
The Patient Partnership Group has had a preliminary meeting. 20 people attended and 
a Steering Group set up with Councillor Ventham as Chairman.  
 
 
 
       
  
 


