
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 8th January 2009 at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT     Councillors L W Fairhurst, J George, C Maunder, T Maunder, M S 
                      Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, P Wharf, M Shakesby (DCC) and  
                      Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
09/001     Apologies 
 
An apology for absence has been received from Councillor I Ventham. 
 
09/002     Co-option of Councillors 
 
Mr K Nurrish has applied to be co-opted and he gave some brief details of why he 
wished to be considered. The Chairman proposed that he be co-opted this was 
seconded by Councillor Pitts and Mr Nurrish was then co-opted by agreement of the 
whole Council. 
 
There is sill one vacancy left to be filled. 
 
09/003     Period for Public Participation 
 
3 parishioners, PC Stuart and a colleague were present. 
 
One lady raised the matter of under age drinking that had occurred on the last 2 
Saturdays near the old bridge across the Bere Stream. 3 sacks of cans and bottles had 
been picked up afterwards. There had also been one instance of what appeared to be 
glue sniffing there. The lady gave her name and address for this matter to be passed to 
the police. She also suggested that a bin might be useful in that area. Any new bin in 
the area would have to be emptied and Councillor Wharf felt it would be better if this 
Council dealt with this rather than PDC. 
PC Stuart arrived after the lady had left the meeting so this information as passed to 
him and he said he would visit her later this evening or tomorrow. 
 
Mr Woodward reported that the post, to the west side of the gate in North Street, has 
been knocked down. The Clerk will write to Morden Estates to ask them to replace it 
and to install one at the top of Green Lane to stop vehicular use. 
 
09/004     Minutes of the last meeting 
 
Councillor Pitts was not too happy about the minutes which he felt contained an 
amount of innuendo but did not wish to spend a lot of time discussing the. 
Councillor Wharf felt that if not correct the minutes should be amended 
 
Minute 08/171 was amended to read the toilet block will be demolished in January 
2009. 
Councillor Fairhurst then proposed that the minutes be accepted, this was seconded by 
Councillor Munro and they were confirmed. Councillor Pitts abstained from the vote.  
 



 
09/005     Matters arising 
 
08/128 (benches).  The Chairman is waiting for a reply from Ms Lilley (PDC) and 
will follow this up if he doesn’t hear from her within 2 weeks. 
 
08/147 (Composting).  The Chairman reported he has sent one request, regarding the 
use of the Southbrook site, to the agents of Morden Estates and 2 reminders. He 
understands that they are looking into the current use of the allotments there and he 
will contact them again if no reply is received within the next 2 weeks. 
 
08/159 (Shitterton Notice board). The Clerk will contact Mr Moss again. 
 
08/168 (Play park). Councillor George has printed 800 letters for delivery. Some will 
go to the school and Ragamuffins but volunteers are needed to hand deliver the rest.  
Councillors will do this. Councillor Munro will also check with the Spar shop that 
they are still willing to act as a post box for the exercise. 
The consultation needs to be as full a one as possible because this is what PDC 
require as part of the procedure to release the land for other uses. 
 
PC Stuart reported he had attended a meeting with the Mothers Union and 2 matters 
raised had been parking around the Snow Hill area and speeding. Councillor Munro 
also pointed out the problems with trail bikes speeding in North Street at weekends. 
PC Stuart asked if registration numbers could be provided when these vehicles are 
seen and he would see if it was possible for the police to visit with laser speed guns. A 
solution for North Street is not easy as the County Council would refuse calming 
methods because North Street is a legally a dead end. 
 
09/006     Planning 
 
There were no applications. 
 
09/007     PACT 
 
There is a meeting in the village on January 15th.  
Councillor Wharf felt that a police presence would be of help at the monthly surgery 
in Turberville Court. The Chairman had attended last Saturday and although only one 
person turned up a matter was raised that concerned both the District and Parish 
Councils. 
 
09/008     District Councillors Report 
 
The two Planning Communication events have been successful with different matters 
being raised at each. The final one is on Monday at Wool and all Councillors are 
welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 



09/009     County Councillors Repor 
 
The future of the education system in Purbeck is up for consultation and there is to be 
a meeting at Westport House on January 14th and others at Wool on 21st, Swanage on 
28th and Wareham Rugby Club on 4th February. 
The review, looking to change to a 2 tier system, is causing some concern to parents 
as well as staff but the County Council sees this as the best way forwards for the long 
term future in Purbeck due to falling numbers at the Purbeck School. 
It was agreed to discuss this at the February meeting and to invite Rev I Woodward 
and Mr S Battishill to attend. 
 
09/010     Freedom of Information Act 
 
Councillor Pitts felt that this was taking things too far. 
Councillor C Maunder proposed that the model be adopted, with no charges, this was 
seconded by Councillor Wharf and agreed with Councillor Pitts abstaining. 
 
09/011     Finance 
 

A) Councillor Fairhurst proposed that the expenditure for January 2009, 
totalling £971.95, be approved this was seconded by Councillor Munro and 
agreed.. 

B) The Budget and Financial Statement for December 2009 were accepted after 
the Clerk explained the £4.90 debit in petty cash being monies he was owed 
for postage. He will ensure that this will not happen again. 

C) The Finance Working Party had not been able to meet and the Chairman put 
forward a suggestion that an estimated precept of £21,800 be put to PDC. 
This is an increase of 5% to £21,800. Councillor Wharf proposed that this be 
accepted, Councillor C Maunder seconded it and this was agreed. 

 
09/012     Correspondence 
 
Of correspondence received only the request for a grant, from Purbeck CAB, needed a 
response. The CAB does not fully fit the Council’s criteria for help but as the group 
covers all of Purbeck, does a very good job and may well be needed more in the 
current financial climate it was agreed that a donation should be made. Councillor T 
Maunder proposed £100 this was seconded by Councillor Fairhurst and agreed. 
 
09/013     Defects 
 
The black runners on the edge of the new boardwalk need refixing and the ramp on 
the southern side is dipping. The Clerk will write to Ms Lilley (PDC). 
Councillor T Maunder is concerned over the state of the gravel path towards 
Shitterton and Councillor Pitts suggested he came to the next Environment Group 
meeting and bring it up then. 
 
09/014     Any other business 
 
Councillor Munro thanked Councillor T Maunder for putting in the bases for his 
lecterns. 



 
Councillor Wharf welcomed Councillor Nurrish and will put items in the Parish 
Magazine about the education review for Purbeck and the monthly surgery. 
 
The Youth Shelter is still looking good following its clean up and repainting. 
 
Councillor George felt that this Council should continue to nominate the Pip and the 
Swimming Club for the Queens Jubilee Community awards and this was agreed. 
 
 
      
    


