
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 12th February 2009 at 7pm 
 
PRESENT      Councillors L W Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder (from 8.10), 
                       M S Munro (from 7.10), K Nurrish, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, 
                       I Ventham, P Wharf, M Shakesby (DCC to 8.35) and Mr J Ruddock  
                       (Clerk). 
 
09/015     Apologies 
 
Apologies received from Councillor George. 
 
09/016     Period for Public Participation. 
 
The MP Mrs A Brooke, Rev I Woodward, Mr Battishill, Inspector Weeks, Karen 
Jaggs (PDC), Mr Nick King and 6 parishioners were present. 
Mr Battishill said that the problem for Bere Regis School is lower pupil numbers 
which leads to low funding. He felt the 2 tier system would lead to better education  
and better facilities. The lack of good facilities has been a problem for some time. The 
Purbeck Group of First School Headteachers is in favour of the 2 tier system. He is 
certain that Bere Regis could more than cope with the proposed change to a 2 tier 
system.     
A parent was in favour of retaining the 3 tier system because it is working at Sandford 
Middle School and there is no guarantee of funding for the 2 tier system. 
Concern was raised over the consultation in that parents are supposed to be at the 
heart of matters yet 18 other options have not been put to them which has left the 2 
options and a consultation biased towards the 2 tier system. 
Pupil numbers and the lack of funding are problems in several schools in Purbeck. 
If the 2 tier system is brought in Bere Regis School will need a lot of support to 
improve facilities. The County Council however, has a poor track records on 
managing costs and timetables for building. Central Government with the Building 
Schools for the Future should meet the costs but what happens if there is a shortfall? 
This question has been put to DCC officers but has not received a reply. 
There is to be a meeting a Westport House on 17th February 2009 with Mr John Nash 
(DCC) and a County Councillor Coombes giving presentations. This is the time to 
pursue this point. 
The MP Mrs Brooke is attending to hear the views of parents but did find it difficult 
to select an option from the two put forward. 
Councillor Shakesby (DCC) said the County council could only make decisions on 
the information placed before it but understands that the opposition party in 
Parliament would stand by the Building Schools for the Future scheme, if there is a 
change at the next General Election 
Rev Woodward can see the good side to both options but his main concern is that the 
pupils should not miss out on the best education possible. 
 
 
 
 
 



09/017     PACT 
 
Councillor Wharf felt the monthly surgery with him, a Parish Councillor and a 
representative from the police should continue. There has been a Home Watch 
meeting with a presentation from PC Stuart. He will put an item in the Parish 
Magazine explaining what it is and asking for volunteers for those parts of the village 
that do not have one. 
At the next PACT meeting the Chairman would like the matter of underage drinking 
and glue sniffing raised.  
Inspector Weeks is pleased with the way PACT is progressing in the village and it is 
setting an example for the rest of Dorset. 
Action will be taken on the drink problem starting with education but taking it to 
prosecutions if necessary. High visibility patrols will visit at the appropriate times and 
take what action is necessary. 
Councillor Pitts understood that the lady who made the complaint has been visited 
and there have been no more incidents or litter left in the area. 
It was not thought that the alcohol was bought in the village. The Police have recently 
taken action against a shop in Wareham over sales to under age people. 
The Chairman would like to see PC Stuart attending Parish Council meetings every 3 
months or so. 
Miss Jaggs is the Community Safety Officer for Purbeck DC and is there to liaise 
with all sorts of different organisations. The Chairman thanked her for what she had 
done regarding the graffiti on the youth shelter. 
 
09/018     Co-option of a Councillor 
 
There are 2 people who are considering asking to be co-opted and hopefully they will 
attend the next meeting. 
 
09/019     Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
Councillor C Maunder proposed they be accepted, this was seconded by Councillor 
Nurrish and agreed. 
 
09/020     Matters Arising 
 
08/128 (benches)  Ms Lilley (PDC) has agreed that we may  place a third bench near 
the Bere Stream. Councillors T Maunder and Munro will liaise to fix the exact site, 
and install all three benches as soon as possible. 
 
08/147 (Village composting)  The agents for the Estate has emailed to say they would 
only consider allowing composting on the Southbrook site for the allotment holders 
there and not the public. They did offer the Council a chance to lease the site.   It was 
agreed to find out what the agents would require of the Council. There has been no 
reply from the agents dealing with the Back Lane site. 
 
08/159 (Shitterton Notice Board). The Clerk has contacted Mr Moss again and asked 
him to contact Councillor Ventham. He has not done so yet. Councillor Ventham will 
see what he can achieve. 
 



08/020     cont 
 
09/013 (Boardwalk)  Ms Lilly (PDC) is busy at present but will see what can be done 
about the repairs when she has time. 
 
 
09/021     County Councillors Report 
 
Most of the last month has been taken up with the Purbeck Review. There have been 
problems on the A35 with flooding especially on the northern side in the wooded area 
and it is hoped to do some ditching there. 
Councillor Shakesby has spoken to DCC officers and the NFU regarding the deer 
problem. One difficulty is identifying the number of accidents involving deer because 
the police only compile numbers where injuries are incurred. This may need the use 
of insurance companies. In addition some landowners like deer for sporting purposes. 
This Council could raise this problem with DCC. 
There has also been another fatality on the A35. 
 
09/022     Planning 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Maunder and seconded by Councillor I Ventham that 
the recommendations of the Planning Working Party, as follows, were accepted and 
this was agreed. 
 
There are no objections to 
 
6/2009/0024   35, West Street. Carry out works on east chimney. 
 
6/2009/0025   35, West Street.  Internal works to fireplace and chimney. 
 
6/2009/0044   18, Sitterton Close.  Replace existing single storey rear extension with  
                                                        a new 2 storey rear extension. 
 
6/2009/0045   19, Sitterton Close.  Replace existing single storey rear extension with     
                                                        a new 2 storey rear extension. 
 
09/023     Play Park 
 
The Chairman reported that he had visited the school, with Councillor Ventham, and 
had been impressed with what the children had done. Their preferred site was where it 
is now and the least favoured was the sports field, the favourite site being site number 
2.A forged letter has been delivered to people in the Old Barn Road area saying that a 
three storey block of flats is to be built on the site. It purports to come from PDC. It 
was agreed to leave this for PDC to deal with and Councillor Wharf will report it to 
them.  Councillors George and Munro will analyse the replies to the consultation 
letters and report to the next meeting. 
 
09/024     Purbeck Schools Review 
 
Councillor Wharf took no part in this matter. 



09/024    cont 
 
There was a feeling that the views of the teachers should be noted and also the record 
of Bere Regis School. However, there is a concern over the record of the County 
Council when implementing large scale works on schools and the effect a long drawn 
out scheme would have as well as there being no guarantee regarding funding. The 
Purbeck District Council has commented on this and is looking for conditions on  
design and all other aspects of any new buildings and these views are on its website. It 
was felt that this Council could only answer question1. 
 
After further discussion Councillor Pitts made the following proposal which was 
seconded by Councillor Fairhurst. 
The Council is to answer Question 1 with disagree to the move to a  2 tier system and 
to comment that the Council may agree, in principle, if there was a guarantee that the 
funding would be in place and there was a short timescale to complete all the 
necessary works. 
This was agreed with Councillor C Maunder voting against. 
 
09/025     District Councillors Report 
 
The PDC is looking at a review of its Enforcement Policy to ensure that it does what 
is needed in the correct manner. This will be considered at the next meeting. 
There is a dispute over the ownership of the trees in Sitterton Close and Councillor 
Wharf will be visiting the area tomorrow with the Housing Manager. Ownership 
needs to be identified before pollarding can be done. 
 
09/026     Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
Environment.  
 
 The orders for the yellow lines in the village become legal on 20th March 2009 and 
with the consolidation of those orders the actual lines will be put down on 20th March 
weather permitting. 
The toilet block has been demolished and the boundary walls and floor completed. A 
temporary light is needed for the area. Only 3 large bins will fit on the site so the re-
organisation of the area is being looked at. 
Councillor Pitts did not apply for signage outside of the village because this Council 
would have had to pay for all of the sign. However, under the County Councils Rural 
Roads Protocol this is not looked at favourably but if this Council paid it could 
happen. 
 
Village Communication. 
 
It would be good if the Council could meet all the organisations to get their views and 
an invitation for them to attend the Annual Parish Meeting will be sent. The emailing 
system is being developed which will help publicise village issues. Councillor 
Ventham will do a report for the Parish Magazine to encourage people to use this 
facility.      
 
 



09/027     Finance 
 

a) The monthly expenditure of £431.15 as proposed was accepted. 
b) The Budget and Financial Statement for January 2009 were accepted. 
c) The precept for 2009/10 was put forward by the Chairman. He explained that 

the Council had put in an estimated figure but could precept for a higher one 
with the difference being collected in the next financial year. The precept of  

            £23,495 was proposed by Councillor Ventham, seconded by Councillor Pitts  
             and agreed. 
 
09/028     Correspondence 
 
Of the correspondence circulated the following needed discussion. 
 
Mr J Winder of Leeson House, Langton Matravers is looking for a piece of land to 
hold courses for children and adults to teach history, science and rural crafts. He is 
willing to talk about this and it was agreed to invite him to the next meeting. 
 
DAPTC have chased up the Council on the Connecting Dorset scheme. As there is no 
longer a need to provide public access to the laptop etc it was agreed to go ahead with 
this. 
 
DAPTC have written about this years Royal Garden Party for Chairmen. As Mr 
Parsons has already attended one of these it was agreed to put forward Councillor T 
Maunders name even though he is not Chairman. 
 
The draft Purbeck Community Plan has been circulated for comments. 
 
The draft Enforcement Policy for Purbeck has been circulated and comments are 
needed for the next meeting. 
 
Mrs A Brooke MP has written a letter regarding the need for dropped kerbs in Bere 
Regis. Councillor J Pitts will take this up with the County Council. 
 
09/029     Defects 
 
An oak tree has fallen across Footpath 27 and someone has started to remove it. The 
Clerk has also contacted the Rights of Way office an this matter, 
 
The recent clearance of the verges at the end of North Street has left a large step up 
from the road onto the footpath opposite The Old Coachhouse. 
 
The road between the filling station and the industrial estate has now some large holes 
in it. It is believed that Birchmere own or manage this and the Clerk is to contact 
them. 
 
09/030     Any other business 
 
Work on the changes to Cyril Wood Court has started and should be finished by 31st 
March 2010. 



 
09/030    cont 
 
In response to a question it is understood that the PDC Bulletin goes to Parish and 
Town Councils. 
 
Apologies for absence from the next meeting were tendered by Councillors Pitts and 
Wharf. 
 
A quote, of £300, for the removal of the spoil from the top left hand side of the 
cemetery has been received from Mr T Mooney. Councillor T Maunder proposed it be 
accepted this was seconded by Councillor C Maunder and agreed with the condition 
that the work must be carried out by a registered carrier of waste in order to comply 
with the relevant regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


