
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 12th March 2009 at 8pm. 
 
PRESENT    Councillors L W Fairhurst, J George, C Maunder, T Maunder, M S  
                     Munro, K Nurrish, J Parsons (Chairman), I Ventham, M Shakesby  
                     (DCC) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
09/031     Apologies 
 
Apologies received from Councillors J Pitts and P Wharf. 
 
09/032     Co-option of a Councillor 
 
Mrs Lynne Fancy has expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor and will look at 
the Terms of Reference of the Youth Group before coming to the next meeting. 
 
09/033     Minutes of the last meeting 
 
Minute 09/022 was amended to read seconded by Councillor I Ventham. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2009 were then confirmed correct. 
 
09/034     Matters arising 
 
08/147 (allotments). The Chairman has written again to the agents for the Southbrook 
site and Morden Estates for those at Back Lane. 
 
08/159 (Noticeboard).  At present Mr Moss is working away from Bere Regis and is 
therefore unable to re-position the notice board. 
 
09/026 (Yellow lines). These are in place and become effective from 20th March. A 
lady from Snow hill has complained about people parking cars in West Street, on the 
yellow lines, either side of Snow Hill making it difficult to get out onto the main road. 
PC Stuart will keep an eye on this after 20th March.  
Only one car has been seen parking on the single line in Manor Farm Road. The 
doctors are pleased with this but are still not happy about the school children waiting 
for the bus and the possible move of the bus stop will have to be taken up again.  
It is understood however, that PC Stuart did take some action with 2 of the school 
children recently. 
 
08/128 (benches)  Councillor T Maunder is hoping to install them by the end of the 
month. 
 
09/029 (tree on footpath 27)  The fallen tree has been cleared away. 
 
09/035     Planning 
 
The recommendations of the Planning Working Group were no objections to the 
following planning applications: 
 



 
09/035     cont 
 
06/2009/0047    The Dorset Golf & Country Club, Hyde. Erect roofing over existing  
                           golf practice bays. 
 
06/2009/0050    Morden Estates Co. 35 West Street. Replace roof on porch with  
                           natural slates and increase the pitch of the roof. 
 
Councillor George proposed that the recommendations be accepted, Councillor 
Nurrish seconded this and it was agreed. 
 
09/036     Play Park 
 
There has been a good response to the survey with 220 replies which is a 36% return. 
Site 5 was the preferred option which is on the land between Elder Road and the Bere 
Stream near the scout hut. 
There is a need to look more closely at the replies and possibly create 2 small play 
parks using some of the existing equipment. Councillor George asked if the response 
from the school should be weighted when considering what to do. 
The Planning and Housing Working Group are to look at this and approach Purbeck 
officers for their views. 
An item about this will go in the Parish Magazine 
 
09/037     District Councillors Report 
 
The Chairman reported for Councillor Wharf. The Council Tax for Purbeck DC is 
likely to rise by 4% however, 90% of the actual bill will go to other bodies including 
the County Council, Police and Dorset Fire and Rescue. 
Councillor Fairhurst said that, at the monthly surgery, a lady had raised the matter of a 
black headstone in the cemetery. This is not contrary to regulations and the Clerk will 
write to her. A complaint has been made about the zebra crossing and it was asked if 
the path across Souls Moor on the safer route to school would be improved. This is in 
the budget for 2009/10.  
Councillor Roy Anderson, of Wareham, has died. He was a long serving, past 
Chairman, and hard working member of the District Council. 
 
09/038     County Councillors Report 
 
At long last work is going ahead on the form for parish councils to use to ask 
landowners to cut back hedges. This was welcomed. 
Councillor Shakesby felt that the County Council had done a good job with the roads 
during the bad weather. 
The Chairman and Councillor George referred to the recently completed zebra 
crossing by the school. They believe, that in bright sunlight, the flashing warning 
signs are barely visible. The Chairman also asked that signs are erected to warn 
drivers of the new crossing. Councillor Shakesby will take both points up with DCC. 
 
 
 



09/039     Purbeck District Council Draft Enforcement Policy 
 
Councillor C Maunder proposed that it be accepted as it stood, this was seconded by 
Councillor George and agreed. 
 
09/040     Finance 
 

a) The expenditure for March, totalling £3,157.34, was approved. 
b) The Budget and Financial Statement for February 2009 were accepted. 
c) The Burial Fees, from 1st April 2009, as presented were adopted. 

 
09/041     Correspondence 
 
Of the correspondence received the following was discussed. 
 
An application for a grant from Life Education Dorset which helps to educate children 
on health and drugs has been received. It receives just over 1/3rd of its expenditure 
from the school. Councillor Ventham proposed a grant of £400, this was seconded by 
Councillor T Maunder and agreed. It will be paid as part of this month’s expenditure. 
 
A letter has been received from Purbeck DC regarding its Spring Clean. It was felt 
there had not been enough notice and this could be done in the autumn. The Clerk is 
to write to Purbeck DC asking if help could be given in the autumn and the matter is 
to be put on the agenda for the May meeting. 
 
The Clerk pointed out the need for Display Energy Certificates for public buildings 
with more than 1000m2 of usable floor area. It was not known if the Drax Hall was 
this large, and Councillor C Maunder will check. 
 
The Clerk has not been able to download any information of the Sustainable 
Communities Act 2007 consultation. He is to try to get a hard copy. 
 
09/042     Defects 
 
The owner of the field to the south of the cemetery had asked about the hedge which 
was now showing spikes of growth which could hurt her cattle. It was thought this 
was probably where the tree fell. 
 
Ms Linda Johns, from PDC, had rung about a gentleman from Butt Lane who was 
having difficulties walking across the rough area there. It was thought that this was 
his own land. 
 
09/043     Any other business  
 
If anyone is concerned about the possible loss of one of the villages public house they 
can write to the local MP who is on a committee that is considering asking for taxes 
on alcohol in public houses to be reduced and the tax in shops and off licences 
increased. 
 
 



09/043   cont 
 
The Chairman reminded Councillors that the Council had been told that brown signs 
could not be added in this area in view of changed regulations. However, new large 
signs just erected, on Poole Hill, have brown signs on them for Bovington, Monkey 
World and a caravan site but not the church. The Weymouth traffic is also directed 
along the C6. Councillor George was concerned that there was no consultation even 
though the C6 has a school beside it. 
 
 


