
Bere Regis Parish Council  
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 9th April 2009 at 6.30pm. 
 
PRESENT      Councillors L W Fairhurst, J George (to 7.30pm), C Maunder, T  
                       Maunder, K Nurrish, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, P Wharf and Mr J  
                       Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
09/044     Apologies 
 
Apologies received from Councillors M S Munro, I Ventham and M Shakesby 
(DCC). 
 
09/045     Co-option of a Councillor 
 
The potential candidate, Mrs Fancy, was not present.  
 
09/046     Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2009 were confirmed correct. 
 
09/047     Matters Arising 
 
08/147 (allotments). Agents for Morden Estates have written to say they are awaiting 
a decision in respect of the land at Back Lane. 
 
08/159  (Noticeboard)  The Clerk has still not heard from Mr Moss, but will try to 
again to contact him. 
 
08/128 (benches)   Two benches have been installed and as soon as the exact site for 
the third one has been identified by Councillor Munro, this will be installed. 
 
09/037  (zebra crossing).  The signs warning of a new crossing are now in place but 
nothing has been heard, from Councillor Shakesby, regarding the low visibility, in 
sunlight, of the flashing lights. The response to the County Councils customer 
feedback on this project was agreed. 
Councillor George felt that school car use has been reduced because of the lower 
amount of space available created by the crossing. 
 
09/048     Planning 
 
Councillor Fairhurst reported that the Planning Working Party recommended no 
objections in respect of the following applications. 
Councillor C Maunder proposed that the recommendations were agreed, this was 
seconded by Councillor George and agreed.  
 
6/2009/0126   T Mobile to upgrade the mast on land at Woodbury Hill Farm. 
 
6/2009/0149    Mr G N Griffin, Erect a covered way at Church Lane Cottage. 
 



09/049     Play Park 
 
A full report, prepared by Councillor Munro was distributed. Councillor Fairhurst 
agreed to discuss this in the Planning-Housing Working Party and suggest a way 
forward. 
 
09/050     District Councillors Report 
 
Councillor Wharf reported there are planning workshops for Councillors on 7Th, 13th 
or 18th May in different venues. 
The Volunteer of the Year Award evening went very well. Both he and the Chairman 
attended and said the evening was very humbling when you realised how much some 
people had put in to benefit their local community.  
He had held his surgery last Saturday but was the only person there however, the 
original police representative had apologised for not being able to come. 
There is a Chairman’s Networking meeting on April 15th. 
 
09/051     Finance 
 

a) The monthly expenditure of, £893.55, was approved. 
b)  The Budget and Financial Statement for March 2009 were accepted. 
 

This was proposed by Councillor C Maunder, seconded by Councillor Fairhurst and 
agreed. 
 
09/052     Correspondence 
 
Of the correspondence received the following was discussed. 
 
The Draft Purbeck Heritage Strategy has been circulated and comments are to be 
ready for the next meeting. 
 
Sustainable Communities Local Spending Reports will also be commented on at the 
next meeting. 
 
The County Council has written with a proposal to deal with trees and hedges that 
overhang footways and roadways with Parish Councils making the original approach 
to the property owner. 
After a discussion it was agreed that the Council would be content to notify the DCC 
of any problems and the name of the landowner, if known, to enable the County 
Council to proceed with its work but not to approach landowners. This was proposed 
by Councillor Pitts, seconded by Councillor Fairhurst and agreed. 
 
There is a problem with overhanging branches on the approach to the village on the 
C6. The Clerk is to inform the County Council. 
 
On the matter of the telegraph pole erected in Snow Hill opposite Larkspur, a reply 
has been received to say that this is covered by the relevant legislation and was 
carried out legally. 
 



09/053     Period for Public Participation 
 
PC Tatton and one parishioner were in attendance. 
 
Councillor Wharf had been notified of 2 burglaries at Bloxworth and Chamberlaynes 
and asked if there had been any progress with these. PC Tatton did not know and 
would make enquiries and report back. 
 
Someone is scratching graffiti into the surface of the Youth Shelter which can be kept 
an eye on for the timebeing. The next PACT meeting is on 16th June. 
 
Most people have stopped parking in front of the shop but deliveries are still stopping 
here and the Chairman has reported the driver to the “am I driving well” number on 
two occasions. The Double Yellow Lines were put in to stop the road from being 
obstructed.  PC Tatton will report to PC Stuart for feedback on enforcement. The 
Police do not deal with parking matters but can take action over obstructions 
including those vehicles that park half on and half off of the pavement. The Chairman 
informed PC Tatton that Inspector Weeks had promised that the Police would enforce 
the yellow lines 
 
Councillor Pitts reported that on the matter of the proposed bollards that were to go in 
by the filling station to stop parking, this was put on hold when the northern end of 
North Street was returned to its original size. The spoil was place in such a way as to 
prevent the parking problem but if this measure does not work the bollards will go in. 
  
A further complaint has been received regarding parking on the northern side of 
Turberville Road making it one lane and causing a hazard when vehicle are leaving 
the car park. Part of the problem is that staff from the surgery park there rather than in 
the car park. Some bad parking in the car park does not help vehicles leaving it but 
once the work is completed on the bin site it is hoped this can be improved. An item, 
requesting that people park in a considerate manner, is to be put in the parish 
Magazine and the Clerk will write to Mr Rose appraising him of the situation. 
 
09/054     Defects 
 
There are none this month. 
 
09/055     Any other business 
 
Councillor Pitts was concerned that a request by the Sports Club to present their 
development proposals to Councillors at a private meeting was rejected by the 
Chairman. After a full discussion, in which Councillor Wharf took no part as a 
Trustee of the club, the Council supported the decision taken, Councillor Pitts 
dissenting, and agreed to repeat the offer already made by the Chairman, namely that 
Club representatives give a presentation at an open public meeting of the Council. The 
Chairman would inform the Club Secretary. 
 
The Drax Hall AGM is on 17th April and the new committee will be looking at further 
improvements to the hall including heating. 
 



09/055   cont 
 
Councillor Wharf is doing the report to the Parish Magazine and will put in items on 
the crossing, the Volunteer of the Year Award, a follow up by the Police on the 
double yellow lines and a request for more considerate parking in Turberville Road 
and the car park. 
 
Finally it was agreed that a letter of condolence be sent to the family of the late Mr D 
Watts who had given Councillor Munro a lot of help with the new bridge.  
 
 


