
Bere Regis Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on 8th October 2009 at 7pm. 
 
Minute  Action 
Present Councillors  L W Fairhurst, J George, M Howard, C Maunder, T  

                    Maunder, R Pitcher, I Ventham (Chairman), P Wharf  
                    and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk).   

 

09/127 Apologies 
 
Apologies have been received from Councillors M Munro and K Nurrish 
 

 

09/128 Period for Public Participation 
 
Three parishioners were present. One objected strongly to the building at 
Cyril Wood Court as it is out of keeping with the village. This Council had 
received no objections and it was understood that neighbours had only 
objected at the site meeting.  
Mr Woodward asked if white lines could be put across the exit from 
Griffins Gardens and the “No Through Sign” for North Street be better 
positioned. The Clerk will write to DCC. 
Rev Woodward felt the Core Strategy document was a good one and hoped 
that it would receive a good response from the public. 
The Chairman was disappointed that the public consultation document 
only included two questions ie the number of houses and the supermarket. 
PC Stuart apologised for not attending recently but his colleagues have 
attended Councillor Wharf’s surgery and have visited the village. He 
reported on the burglary at The Warren. However, he had no information 
on the one at Shitterton because this was being dealt with by officers at 
Weymouth. PCSOs are now dealing with Ringmaster and are becoming 
more adept at using it but if there are any problems please call him. 
Councillor Pitcher has been told there has been vandalism at the play park. 
Councillor T Maunder has visited and saw some panel off of the fence and 
bark being used as jumps but that is all. PC Stuart said he would visit on 
Sunday. 
 
There have been mini motorcycles using Snow Hill Lane as part of a 
circuit. It was felt that the riders were locals and PC Stuart asked for 
people to contact him when this happens.  
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09/129 Minutes of the last meeting 
    
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2009 were confirmed 
correct. 
 

 

09/130 Council Working Groups 
 
The Chairman had circulated a draft paper about Council Responsibilities.  
This was approved. The Council then discussed each area to identify the 
priorities. 
 
 
 

 



Village Environment 
 
Chairman    Councillor Howard with Councillor Fairhurst, Munro and T  
                    Maunder. 
 
Priorities;    1)   Allotments. 

2) Signage. This will mainly be for outside the village now 
that those in the village have been agreed. However, a 
village map for the car park could be considered and 
leaflets for visitors that could include advertising for 
local businesses. 

                     3)   Sponsorship of the roundabout. 
 
Planning and Housing 
 
Chairman     Councillor Fairhurst with Councillors Howard, Munro and 
                     Ventham. 
 
Priorities:      In addition to the normally monthly planning applications. 
 

1) Play Park and Affordable Housing. 
2) Liaison with developers. Councillor Fairhurst thought the 

priority here was to identify our preferred sites for 
housing before involving any one else. 

      
Community Liaison 
 
Chairman       Councillor C Maunder with Councillor I Ventham. 
 
Priorities:        1)  An Annual Forum. This would probably be held  
                             before the Annual Parish Meeting. 

2) Village Office. This could be a multi purpose meeting 
place for visitors, village groups and young people. 

  Rev Woodward offered the use of the church for the     
                             Forum. 

 
Security & Policing 
 
Chairman      Councillor Nurrish with Councillor Wharf. 
 
Priorities:      1)    PACT Liaison.      

2)  District Councillor’s Surgery. 
3)  Neighbourhood Watch. 
4)  Dorset Fire & Rescue. 

 
Children and Youth 
 
Chairman       Councillor R Pitcher with Councillor George. 
 
Priorities        1)   Better liaison with the youth organisations in the village. 
                              

 2)   A Youth Forum. 



 3)   Links with Sandford Middle School and the upper 
       schools. 
 

The Chairman of each group is to put together a short report on their 
priorities and goals and how to achieve them.     
  

09/131 Any other business 
 
Ms Karen Jaggs (PDC) has written to the Chairman about Reaching 
Communities funding through the Big Lottery Fund but details are needed 
by 13th October. Possibilities are PiP, the school, Youth Forum and the 
Council office. 
The Chairman has spoken to the owner of Central Stores who is applying for
permission to change it into residential units. He did put forward his idea,  
for consideration, should planning permission not be granted. 
He has also spoken to the owner of 17 North Street with regard to renting it.
It was agreed that he continue to investigate this option. 
PiP has asked if it could have the Drax Hall for a rehearsal on 10th December
which is this Councils meting night. The Clerk is looking for alternative 
venues to see if this could be done. Councillor T Maunder will find out if  
the fire station is available. 
Councillor Pitcher has been asked about recycling thick cardboard in the  
Village. This can only be done at Wareham.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV 
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09/132 B3390 
 
Notes of the meeting and the draft letter to DCC have been circulated and 
sent to Owermoigne, Winfrith and Wool Parish Councils. The traffic 
figures supplied show 500 vehicles per hour at school opening and closing 
times if the B3390 figures are added this could become 700. The lollipop 
lady has sad that she is nervous because vehicles often do not want to stop 
for her. The filming of the traffic will be done tomorrow and on 12th.  
This proposal must be fought most strongly to keep the traffic as it is until 
such times as the new Dorchester to Weymouth road is completed. 
  

 

09/133 Historical Exhibition 
 
Councillor C Maunder felt this would be as good as the last one and that 
with the help of the Clerk would provide interesting items for parishioners. 

 

09/134 Planning and Housing 
 
Councillor Fairhurst is unable to attend the training session on Monday but 
Councillor Howard said he would attend. 
The Panning Working Party recommended no objection to the following 
application: 
 
6/2009/0534  89, West Street. To replace roof and install new windows. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The recommendation was accepted. 
 
In future the Clerk will circulate, details of planning applications, four days 
before the Planning Working Party meeting. 
 
Play Park Planning is to be carried forward to the November meeting. 
 
Purbeck District Council Core Strategy 
 
A draft response has been circulated and the Chairman asked if there were 
any comments. 
It was agreed to amend the response to Q.9 to say no new supermarket in 
Wareham because there are enough there already and also to Q.10 so it 
reads Bere Regis Parish Council supports the preferred option but the new 
development must be dependent on a new bypass being mentioned in the 
plan. 
 
The agreed response was proposed by Councillor C Maunder seconded by 
Councillor George and unanimously agreed. 
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09/135  Environment 
 
09/120(cemetery) This is in good order and it was agreed that there be no 
further cuts without Councillor T Maunder or the Clerk agreeing to it. 
It was agreed to deal with the yew trees in the same manner as those in the 
churchyard. 
The specification of maintenance for the cemetery was agreed and it was 
suggested that the Clerk contact Mr Bill Davidson (PDC) for possible 
contractors. Councillors were also asked if they new anyone other than Mr 
Mooney who may be interested in quoting.  
 
The dog bins have arrived and Councillor T Maunder will contact 
Councillor Munro for a plan of the sites and will install them. The Clerk 
will inform PDC when they are in place. 
 
09/118 (Highways) DCC has put into place repairs to the verges on Rye 
Hill and North Street, weeds on the pavement in West Street and the 
obliterated Dorchester sign at the slip road. Countryside Access is  
dealing with the broken stile on Footpath 36 and cutting Back Lane. 
The Clerk will send copies of letters, re the footpath, to Councillor Wharf. 
The Clerk will also chase up the matter of the broken steps at the car park. 
 
09/121(Graingers lease) There is to be an informal meeting between the  
Planning Working Party and Mr Beresford on 10th November. The idea is  
To obtain a lease for Souls Moor but will also give the opportunity to find 
out what Graingers are looking for. 
(roundabout sponsorship)  The Clerk has been promised information 
regarding the present state of play and he will chase this up. 
(Shitterton Sign). The Chairman will look at a possible designer for the 
sign. 
The matter of parking outside the Royal Oak was deferred until the work at 
Cyril Wood Court is completed. 
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Defects. The Clerk is to keep a list of items to be referred to the PMU and 
will present it to the Council before the deadline to see if there are any 
other matters to add to it. 
 
09/123(village tidy) Councillor Howard went through the update which he 
had circulated. He will contact Mr Parson who may have some fluorescent 
jackets. 
 
Telephone Kiosk, Rye Hill. A letter has been received from BT who is 
offering the kiosk, less the phone, to the Council for £1. The Council 
would have to retain this and it was agreed not to buy it. 
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09/136 Police and Pact 
 
Nothing to report 
 

 

09/137 Youth 
 
There is a meeting at the school on 20th between 3 and 5pm to look at 
which pyramid Bere Regis favours ie Lytchett or Purbeck. 
Ragamuffins has received £10,000 to go towards its building. 
The extension to the scout hut is nearly complete. 

 
 
 
 

09/138 Village organisations 
 
The Drax Hall has obtained £10,000 for its stair lift and heating. 
There is a puppet show coming and also Ha Ha Hardy. 
The RBL has approached the Chairman to ask if their Roll of Honour 
could be put up in the scout hut. It was felt that the Drax Hall may be a 
better place and the Chairman will speak to the RBL. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IV 

09/139 District Councillors Report 
 
Councillor Wharf reported that if there is a General Election called for 
May 2010 then Parish Council elections, including Bere Regis, would be 
held three weeks later. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

09/140 Finance 
 
The monthly expenditure of £2,977.23 and the Budget and Financial 
Statement for September 2009 were approved. 
The external auditors report for 2008/2009 was accepted. 
The internal auditors report for June 2009 was accepted. 
The Clerk has asked for items of expenditure that could be added for the 
2010 budget. The Chairman asked the Chairman of each group to send 
ideas to him and/or the Clerk so they can be considered at the Finance 
Working Party meeting before the December meeting which fixes the 
expenditure for next year. 
It was agreed that the Finance Working Party be the Chairman, Councillors 
Howard, C Maunder and the Clerk. 
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09/141 Parish Plan Follow Up 
 

 



p 
 
This has been completed and returned to Purbeck District Council. 
 

 Actions to be taken forward 
 
Play park, report from PC Stuart 
Big Lottery Funding 
Central Stores/ 17, North Street 
Venue for December meeting 
B3390 actions 
Yew trees in cemetery 
Dog bins 
Various highways as per 09/118 
Souls Moor lease 
Roundabout sponsorship 
Village Tidy 
 

 

 


