
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of Community Safety News, which has information about the work of Dorset 
Community Safety Partnership. This issue includes articles about low crime across the county, work to tackle 
alcohol-related crime, Community Safety Week and much more…   
 
 

March 2013 

Based on the Home Office cost of crime estimates, the 
reduction assaults has seen a projected cost saving of 
£2 million for this financial year. 
 
Latest performance research also shows that previous 
victims of antisocial behaviour are feeling less 
vulnerable. 
 
Serious acquisitive crime, which includes burglary, theft 
of and from vehicles, and robbery, continues to remain 
positive with 307 fewer offences in April to February 
compared to last year. 
 
While a number of factors are likely to have contributed 
to these reductions, it is believed that neighbourhood 
policing and increased community work by partner 
agencies have had a positive impact. 

Dorset has felt a lot safer in the last year, with crime 
and disorder plummeting compared to the previous 
year. 
 
The biggest fall was in criminal damage, which includes 
both arson and damage caused by antisocial behaviour. 
This saw a reduction of about £30 per cent across the 
county.   
 
Assaults, not including domestic violence, and acts of 
violence that did not cause injury each fell by about 20 
per cent.  
 
Overall, crime has fallen in the county by 16 per cent 
compared with 2011/12. 
 
Dorset Community Safety Partnership (CSP) regularly 
checks crime figures against its own targets to make 
Dorset safer. 
 
 
 

 

County celebrates low crime figures 

 

Alcohol-related crime has continued to fall across the 
county, but particular reductions have been made in the 
Weymouth and Portland area.   
 
Weymouth town centre has always had higher levels of 
alcohol-related incidents due to its vibrant night-time 
entertainment scene, which has been likened to 
Bournemouth. 
 
It attracts large numbers of young people throughout 
the year, especially during the tourist season, and is 
used as a venue for stag and hen parties. 
 
There continues to be a focus on licensing and 
enforcement in Weymouth with ongoing work around 

 
 

Operation Protect, which is Dorset Police’s project to 
curb alcohol-related crime.  
 
The effects of the recession are having an impact on 
drinking behaviour, which means more people are likely 
to stay in more rural towns, such as Wimborne and 
Dorchester, rather than travel to the nightlife-orientated 
towns of Bournemouth, Poole and Weymouth.   
 
Weymouth and Portland Borough Council is 
encouraging new businesses in the area, such as cafes 
and restaurants, to replace the more traditional style of 
licensed premises in the town. This is to encourage a 

greater mix of young and old and to encourage families, 
who are important to the borough’s economy. 
 

Protecting people from alcohol-fuelled disorder 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorset Community Safety Partnership is made up of all local authorities in the Dorset county area, the NHS, 
police, fire service and the probation service in Dorset. 
 
For more information about the partnership visit www.dorsetforyou.com/communitysafety 
 

Community Safety Week will have events across county 

Work to keep Dorset’s communities safe will be 
highlighted during a full week of awareness-raising 
events in June.  
 
Community Safety Week will take place between 3 
and 7 June, with events held across the county 
around the theme of 'creating confident communities'.   
 
Members of the partnership will be heading out 
across the county to find out what local residents feel 
about crime and anti-social behaviour in their area, 
and to talk about some of the work going on to keep 
people safe.  
 
The partnership includes the police, fire service, 
councils, the health service and voluntary groups, all 
working together to make sure communities are as 
safe as possible.  

 
 

The teams will be visiting towns and villages with 
various roadshows and presentations - including the 
Sheducation trailer, which provides advice on how to 
keep your garden shed safe and secure, and a 
demonstration car that shows people just how easy it 
is for thieves to steal or break in to a vehicle.   
 
Even though Dorset is one of the safest places in the 
country to live, and crime has been falling recently, 
the partnership is still keen to encourage members of 
the public to remain vigilant.  
 
Details of Community Safety Week events will be 
available nearer the time on 
www.dorsetforyou.com/communitysafety 

 
 

 

Farm patrol: Dorset Police’s branded tractor.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tackling countryside crime 

The partnership is holding a second rural crime 
prevention event. 
 
Rural crime is on the increase both locally and nationally. 
This year the event is open to anyone living in the rural 
area. 
 
Councillor Ray Nottage, chairman of Dorset Community 
Safety Partnership, said: “The importance of this event is 
that, although aimed at rural businesses, there is crime 
prevention advice relevant to everyone living in the rural 
area. For instance, fuel theft from oil tanks can be 
prevented with a simple alarm device that can deter 
would-be criminals.” 
 
The ‘Rural Crime Prevention’ event is free and will be 
held at Kingston Maurward College on Friday 26 April, 
between 9am and 4pm. 
 
To register, contact 01305 226865 or email 
elaine.ryan@dorset.pnn.police.uk    
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