
 

 

August 2015 

 

Dear Resident 

 

You are probably aware that parking on West Street has been a growing problem for some time now.  Increased car 

ownership and usage, coupled with the size of the vehicles, including buses and agricultural vehicles, that have to 

negotiate West Street, has led to an increasing number of traffic jams and occasional damage to vehicles. Chief amongst 

these problems has been the fact that, on occasion, our local buses have been unable to get through and have, therefore, 

suffered severe delays, in some cases being unable to complete the route. As a result, the bus company has threatened to 

stop buses from running through the village.  

 

We also have the less than satisfactory school bus pick up point in Manor Farm Road, right outside the Doctor’s 

Surgery, where young people waiting for the buses inadvertently obstruct patients. 

 

In the not too distant future, we will also have the new school dropping off point in Elder Road to cope with as well.  

 

The Parish Council has discussed this with parishioners at the June and July Parish Council meetings and the Chairman 

with County Councillor Wharf have recently met with officers from Dorset County Council to try to find some 

solutions. We recognise that the solutions will not be welcomed by everyone, but we hope that everyone will recognise 

that we cannot go on as we are. 

 

A three step plan has been formulated, the first part of which could be implemented quite quickly, with the other two 

parts following in the coming months. 

 

Step 1; DCC and your Parish Council are anxious to try an 18 month long experimental traffic scheme, to put in single 

yellow lines in West Street, as shown on the attached map, active on weekdays only during the bus operating times. You 

will be able to comment on this scheme during the first 6 months of operation, and it will be reviewed after 18 months. 

The yellow lines at the junction of Snow Hill and West Street will also be repainted and we will push for more frequent 

enforcement. Signs to the car park will also be given greater visibility, and the car park itself will be improved to try to 

encourage more off-road parking. Step 1 could be implemented within the next 8 weeks or so. 

 

Step 2: The hours of operation for the single yellow lines in Manor Farm Road opposite the surgery will be brought into 

line with the ones in West Street within about 6 months. We hope that disabled parking bays will be installed in front of 

the surgery, also within about 6 months. 

 

Step 3: With DCC, we are looking at the longer term issue of the proposed drop off area for the younger children in 

Elder Road to see what can be done over the coming year to ameliorate issues that we think may occur there. As part of 

the new school project, DCC will be putting in a “pinch point” on Elder Road, near the Manor Farm Road junction, to 

slow traffic and make crossing Elder Road a little easier. 

 

We are also looking, over the same time period, to try to find a better location for the bus stop for our older children 

who take buses to and from Lytchett and Purbeck Schools.  

 

If you have any comments regarding any of the above, please come along to the August Parish Council meeting on 

Thursday 13
th
 or e-mail the clerk on bereregispc@gmail.com.  

 

 

Bere Regis Parish Council  

 

In order to allow plenty of time for discussing this at the August meeting, the proposed walkabout will be 

postponed until the 10
th

 September, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall, North Street. 

mailto:bereregispc@gmail.com

