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1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1

The Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group was set up by the
Parish Council to examine the extent to which existing indoor sports and
community facilities within the Parish satisfy user needs and to advise on the
justification and requirements for any new facility, along with consideration of
associated issues of cost and location. The Group was made up of
representatives from a range of community groups and potential users of a
new facility.

1.2

Bere Regis is a mixed, balanced, supportive and vibrant community that
benefits from providing a wide range of activities catering for its social,
leisure, spiritual and other needs. Whilst levels of deprivation are relatively
low, there are those whose opportunities are limited by unemployment, low
incomes and poor health. These factors coupled with an ageing population
and poor public transport means that isolation is a considerable issue for
some of our local community.

1.3

Bere Regis has several community and commercial meeting places including
the Drax Hall, the Sports Club, Scout Hut, Churches, School and Pubs. We
asked the groups meeting at these venues and those looking after these
places how satisfied they are with them. The user groups responding to our
survey represented use of the various community venues by some 25,900
people each year. This clearly indicates a high level of demand and usage
within a Parish with a population of some 1,745 people. We found general
satisfaction with the venues with one exception – the Drax Hall. There is a lot
of understandable affection for the Drax Hall locally. However, we have found
that the Drax Hall is no longer fit for the requirements of its present users. In
particular, it suffers from being on two levels with difficult access to the first
floor main Hall for those with limited mobility. It is damp, has inadequate
kitchen facilities, poor heating, and restricted space around the stage. There
are also concerns about the costs of future roof repairs. With a growing and
ageing population, we foresee the Drax Hall increasingly failing to meet its
users’ needs with an obvious negative impact on the present vitality of village
life.
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All households in the Parish were surveyed with a view to finding out whether
there is a need and support within the community for development of a new
indoor sports and community facility. We achieved a response from
approximately one-third of Parish households. With the numbers of
responses received we consider the survey responses to be a reasonably
reliable reflection of local opinion. It was clear from the community survey that
there is overwhelming support (86%) for a new hall as a replacement for the
Drax Hall. The prospect is that people will use the new hall more often than
the existing hall (73% of respondents said they would use a new hall more
often compared to 2% respondents saying less often). Respondents felt that
there were gaps in existing provision and a wide range of uses and activities
that could be better provided within a new hall. The responses indicate that
user needs are not fully satisfied and a new hall would allow for existing
provision to be improved upon, for the wider benefit of the local community.
These uses included keep-fit, plays, films, live music, farmers’ markets,
funeral wakes, parties, family celebrations, wedding receptions, table tennis,
indoor bowls and badminton.

1.5

We considered a number of options for a new facility in Bere Regis. We have
found there to be a strong justification for a new community / village hall to
replace the Drax Hall. We suggest that the main hall be some 16 by 8 metres
plus stage, with two smaller meeting rooms along with modern kitchen
facilities, storage, fully accessible toilets and on-site parking. The sizes,
facilities and specifications we have suggested would provide for a wide
range of leisure, entertainment, social, cultural, health and well-being uses.
Indoor sports uses to be provided for would include table tennis, short mat
bowls and junior tennis.

1.6

Suggestions were made in response to the community consultation for other
indoor sports uses, although each from a relatively small number of
respondents except for badminton which had greater support. We carefully
considered the case for a formal indoor sports hall. We concluded that the
Sports England favoured specification for a multi-use sports hall (ie a four
badminton court configuration) could not be justified on the basis of the low
level of demand for such facilities and their availability in nearby towns. We
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also considered whether a shared use community / single badminton court
hall should be provided. Whilst a badminton court might receive some usage,
we were concerned that the size specification (in particular a ceiling height
over the court of 6.1 metres) may be less suited to a village / community hall
appropriately sized to provide for the normal and much wider range of social,
community, entertainment etc uses and numbers of users. We believe a hall
to the minimum size and specification detailed in our report whilst not
necessarily providing ‘everything for everyone’ would provide ‘something for
everyone’. That said, we consider that a hall sized to provide a single
badminton court would be ‘desirable’, subject to further consideration of likely
levels of usage, design practicalities and costings.
1.7

We have assessed many potential sites in Bere Regis for a new village /
community hall. Our assessment led us to three ‘preferred’ sites. One, the old
school site, Rye Hill, which has the advantage of being available on (we
assume) a preferential basis when the school closes. However, the site is
somewhat smaller than others assessed and has the disadvantage of being
relatively peripheral to the village centre. The location may deter some users
(especially the more elderly) from attending functions and events. Two, the
bonfire site on Rye Hill, which has the advantage of being a larger site with a
very pleasant outlook. The disadvantage is that the site is in private
ownership and it is not known whether the owner would be willing to make the
site available. Three, the land between the new school access road and the
cress beds is our most favoured site. It is owned by the Parish Council and,
subject to the Council’s agreement, we assume it could be made available on
preferential terms. Also, it is in a convenient and accessible location for all
potential Parish users. However, the site has some constraints that would
require further investigation and resolution. In particular, the site is designated
as Common Land (as was the new school access road) and its dedesignation would be subject to the approval of others and require equivalent
space to be provided elsewhere. Also, the site is adjacent to the flood plain
and part may be affected, and there are some overhead lines.

1.8

We estimate that a new hall would cost in the region of £850 – 950,000, to be
found through fundraising and proceeds from the sale of the existing Drax
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Hall. Our estimate of running costs and income are that a new hall should be
able to sustain itself financially. There is every reason to consider that the
wide range of activities presently on offer to those living in the area will be
maintained, alongside potential new uses and users which may boost income
and deliver additional benefits to the community.
1.9

In order to progress the project, we make a number of recommendations to
the Parish Council. Our recommendations centre on setting up a new
Working Group to investigate sources of funding, the feasibility of each of the
‘preferred’ sites, and to prepare a project delivery plan.

1.10 In short, the Group consider that there is a clear justification and community
support for a new community hall as a replacement for the Drax Hall. On the
basis set out in this report a proposal for a new community hall would be a
robust and sustainable financial proposition, subject to initial capital funding.
Our findings together with recommendations for further actions are
commended to the Parish Council.
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
The Study

2.1

The Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group was set up by the
Parish Council to undertake a study and provide a report into a new indoor
sports and community facility for Bere Regis. In summary, the Group was
asked to explore the extent to which existing indoor sports and community
facilities within the Parish satisfy user needs, to advise on the justification and
requirements for any new facility, and to consider issues of cost and location.
The full Terms of Reference given to the Group are at Appendix A.

2.2

The wish was to achieve a Working Group membership that included
representatives from all sections of the community and potential users of any
new facility. To that end the Working Group has a membership drawn from
the Parish Council, the Parish Church, the Sports Club, the Scouts, the Drax
Hall, the School and Pop-In-Place. Notwithstanding the breadth of the
Working Group’s membership, the Working Group has wished to ensure that
its report is evidence based rather than relying on the views of Working
Group members. Accordingly, extensive consultation has been carried out
with those managing existing community venues, the users of those venues
and the wider community.
Background

2.2

The issue of a new community facility was raised in 2012 as part of a
Neighbourhood Plan consultation. Two relevant questions were posed and
responses received as follows:
1. The village benefits from several meeting places including the Drax Hall,
sports club, scout hut, school and pubs. Do you feel there is need for a new
village hall to be provided?
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48%

No
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2. If yes, what facilities should a new village hall provide?
Good Parking

95

90%

Suitable for showing films on a regular basis

66

62%

Good sound system

62

58%

Good kitchen facilities

95

90%

Suitable for discos and dances

66

62%

67

63%

Able to accommodate modern sports

76

72%

Sufficient size for 100 or more people

80

75%

Full disabled facilities

95

90%

Other

8

8%

Modern stage with changing rooms
and lighting system

2.3

Whilst work has continued with the Neighbourhood Plan, no further work on a
new community facility has been undertaken until the commissioning of the
present study and report.
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3.

THE LOCAL CONTEXT

3.1

Bere Regis Parish is centred on the village of Bere Regis, but includes an
extensive rural area (extending to some 3,300 hectares or nearly 13 square
miles) with a scattering of farmsteads, small pockets of housing and other
development. The extent of the Parish is shown on the map below.

3.2

Bere Regis is highly accessible by road, as it lies at the confluence of the A35
and A31. Bere Regis is approximately 16 – 20 kilometres (10 – 12 miles) from
the county town of Dorchester (to the west), the market town of Wareham (to
the south east), the larger urban area of Poole / Bournemouth (to the east)
and the market towns of Blandford Forum and Wimborne Minster (to the
north and north east, respectively).

However, it suffers from poor public

transport links. The only service bus presently running is the 187 with four
services per weekday to / from Dorchester and two services per weekday to /
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from Blandford Forum. There are real concerns that this service may be
subject to future cuts.
Socio-Economic Information
3.3

Based on the last census (2011), key information about the Parish is as
follows:


the resident population is 1,745 with an almost equal balance of
men and women;



there are 803 households, with a mix of tenures - 262 properties
owned outright (32.6%), 203 owned with a mortgage (25.2%), 169
rented privately (21%), 162 rented form the Council or a social
landlord (20.1%), and 7 shared ownership (0.1%);



some 205 households have dependent children living at home
(25.5%);



of the 1451 resident population in the age range 16 to 74, 71% are
in full or part-time employment or are self-employed, with 16.1%
retired, 3.7% unemployed, 2.6% students, 5.4% looking after the
home

or

with

caring

responsibilities

and

1.1%

otherwise

economically inactive;


whilst the bulk of the population are in reasonable / good health,
some 6.5% experience health conditions that limit their day to day
activities a lot and 11.5% a little;



some 11.5% of households in the Parish do not have access to a
vehicle.

3.4

3.5

Mid-year estimates in 2012 show the age mix in the Parish to be:


0 – 19

331

18.7%



20 – 39

320

18.2%



40 – 64

710

40.3%



65+

402

22.8%

Council Tax records from 2015 show that 1.9% of dwellings in the Parish are
occupied as second homes. This is well below the figure of 7.3% for the
whole of Purbeck District.
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Dorset County Council records from March 2013 show that 17.5% of the
population are in households dependent upon housing or council tax benefits.
Planning Policy

3.7

The Purbeck Local Plan Part 1 was adopted in November 2012 for the
District Council area within which Bere Regis is located. The Plan sets out the
strategic framework for the delivery of development for the period 2006 –
2027.

Bere Regis is identified as a ‘Key Service Village’ serving local

residents and smaller surrounding settlements. The Plan foresees Bere Regis
developing its role to provide enhanced facilities for everyday needs,
including some employment opportunities. It expects new development,
including affordable housing of a proportionate amount to the size and
function of the village, will support the role of Bere Regis as a Key Service
Village. The Plan envisages 120 dwellings being provided over the plan
period (ie an increase in house numbers of approximately 15% over 20
years). Some of those houses have already been built, although the majority
remain to be brought forward.
3.8

Purbeck District Council is in the process of reviewing its Plan in the light of
revised (increased) housing land provision requirements. A consultation was
carried out in mid-2016, although no additional housing numbers were
proposed for Bere Regis.

3.9

Bere Regis Parish Council is in the process of preparing a Neighbourhood
Plan for the Parish, with a view to identifying and allocating sites for housing
and other development requirements. Local community consultation has
been carried out on proposed sites for development and other matters over
recent years. A further round of consultation is anticipated in the near future.
Findings

3.10 The Working Group has found that broadly speaking the statistics show that
Bere Regis is a mixed and balanced community, although there are
proportionally fewer young people / families and a greater proportion of older
people than are to be found in the County and UK. Whilst levels of
deprivation are below those found in many urban and rural places, there are
Final Report
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those whose opportunities are limited by unemployment, low incomes and
poor health. These factors coupled with an ageing population and poor public
transport means that isolation is a considerable issue for some of our local
community.
3.11 That said, the Working Group was pleased to note that Bere Regis evidently
benefits from a supportive and vibrant community providing a wide range of
activities catering for its social, leisure, spiritual and other needs. It also notes
that with additional housing planned over the coming years there will be
greater demands for community facilities.
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4.

EXISTING FACILITIES, USAGE AND SATISFACTION

4.1

To help inform its work, the Working Group carried out surveys of all existing
indoor sports and community facilities within the Parish and of all known
groups / societies that meet at these venues. The aim of the surveys was to
answer the following key questions:
1.

What facilities are there; and

2.

To what extent do these facilities meet the needs of their users?

What facilities are there?
4.2

Our surveys show that the following halls, meeting rooms and other venues
are available for use:

4.3



The Drax / Village Hall;



The Scout Hut;



The Sports Club;



The Primary School;



St John the Baptist Church;



Bere Heath Methodist Chapel;



The Congregational Chapel;



The Drax Arms Public House;



The Royal Oak Public House;



The Dorset Golf and Country Club;



Turberville Court; and



Cyril Wood Court.

A table detailing our findings from the survey of these venues is presented at
appendix B.

4.4

Our surveys show that the three most used community halls are The Drax
Hall, The Scout Hut and the Sports Club. The Scout Hut is in regular use for
scouting activities on Monday to Thursday evenings. The Drax Hall is in
frequent daytime and evening use by a variety of social, leisure, community
and keep-fit / exercise groups. The Sports Club is also in regular use for
community events, youth and keep-fit / exercise groups, and hosts meetings
of a number of local and County-wide associations. All three halls are used for
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a variety of ad-hoc community events, eg plays and fairs, and private
functions, eg parties. The Sports Club is also used as a base for sports
training and cricket / football matches, and has two pool and two darts teams.
4.5

A new Primary School is presently under construction in the village. It will
have a hall available for community use outside of school hours.

4.6

The three Churches and Chapels in the Parish are, self-evidently, used for
religious services, meeting the spiritual needs of the community. There is
some further, but limited use, for other events such as mother and toddler
groups. There is a particular willingness / keenness by the Parish Church for it
to be used for a wider range of ‘appropriate’ events.

4.7

There are two pubs in the village – The Drax Arms and The Royal Oak. In
addition to the public bar / restaurant areas, both pubs have separate skittle
alleys. In both cases, the skittle alley can be removed and the rooms made
available for general use. The skittle alley room at The Drax Arms is used by a
folk club and other music groups. Both rooms are used on an occasional basis
for parties, christenings and wedding receptions.

4.8

The Dorset Golf and Country Club has restaurant and function facilities
available for use on a commercial basis for corporate events and weddings,
along with a fitness centre and a bowling arena.

4.9

Turberville Court and Cyril Wood Court have meeting rooms that are available
for hire and used by some local groups, although they are primarily intended
as residents’ lounges.

4.10 The Sports Club has outdoor cricket and football pitches, but no indoor
sporting facilities.
4.11 The various halls in the Parish provide space for various indoor exercise /
keep-fit / health / well-being activities and classes. There are, however, no
formal indoor sporting facilities within the Parish other than those available on
a commercial basis at The Dorset Golf and Country Club, and the skittle alleys
at the two pubs. The nearest indoor sports facilities available for general
public use are at Wareham (Purbeck School Sports Centre – swimming pool,
gym, exercise classes and badminton, tennis, squash, football and hockey
Final Report
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courts), Blandford Forum Leisure Centre (swimming pool, gym, exercise
classes and multi-use sports hall) and Dorchester Sports Centres (swimming
pool, gym, exercise classes and multi-use sports halls). The Sports Club hire
facilities at Milton Abbey School, Purbeck School Sports Centre and Blandford
Forum Leisure Centre for training their youth and adult football and cricket
teams.
4.12 The nearby settlements, such as Briantspuddle, Bloxworth, Winterborne
Kingston and Milborne St Andrew, each have their own village / community
halls.
To what extent do these facilities meet the needs of their users?
4.13 The Working Group sent a survey form to all known community groups /
societies in the Parish. A copy of the survey form is at Appendix C. Our
surveys show that the facilities are well used. Indeed, the user groups that
responded to our survey (30 of the 47 user groups we identified in the Parish approximately two-thirds) represent use of the various community venues by
some 25,900 people each year. This clearly indicates a high level of demand
within a Parish with a population of some 1,745 people.
4.14 A table detailing our findings from the survey of the user groups is presented
at appendix D.
4.15 Of those using the Scout Hut, the scouting groups (who use the Hut on at
least four evenings a week) said that most requirements are met although a
little more space would be welcomed but not critical and internet connectivity
would be ideal. The other main community user of the Scout Hut is the
monthly Salt and Pepper Club. It has reached the capacity of the hall and also
refer to limited parking and there being no disabled toilets. Recently, the Scout
Hut toilets have been refurbished with disabled facilities, a new cooker
installed (which the Salt and Pepper Club say will make a big difference), the
floor re-covered and the exterior re-clad. Kingsbere Quilters also use the
Scout Hut on a monthly basis. Their main concern is with the cold in winter.
They say that a purpose built hall would be very attractive to them especially if
there were to be a choice of room sizes.
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4.16 The Parish Church whilst difficult to heat is, understandably, regarded as very
appropriate for its use. There are proposals to carry out urgent roof repairs in
the coming years. Catering and toilet facilities are limited and there is no
separate Parish Hall.
4.17 The Drax Public House skittle alley is used for a monthly folk club and weekly
banjo and guitar clubs. Their requirements are generally met, although the
venue can be cold. These user groups say that they would only move to an
alternative venue if it were free to hire and real ale, lagers and other hot / cold
refreshments are available. A folk concert arranged by the Folk Club in 2015
was held at Briantspuddle as the Scout Hut and Drax Hall were not large
enough (100 tickets sold) and have no bar.
4.18 Regarding the Sports Club building we have had a response from the
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides who state that it suits their requirements very
well. The Youth Club state that the room itself is adequate and the young
people like to use the adjoining field. However, the Youth Club is limited with
what it can provide and refers specifically to extremely limited storage, being
unable to provide comfy areas such as sofas / bean bags etc. It would like to
provide a brighter and more comfortable space for youth club although this is
not an option with the venues currently available within the village. The Youth
Club states that to have a purpose built space would dramatically improve the
service it can provide. The Sports Club building is also used by a weekly
Slimmers’ World group and for a Table Top sale most months.
4.19 The Drax Hall is the venue most used by those groups responding,
representing use by some 11,000 people each year. The weekly user groups
include Pilates, Autumn Leaves, and Pop-In-Place Groups (Performers
Group, Mother and Toddler Group, and the twice-weekly Community Café).
The Drax Hall is also used by the Gardening Club and Parish Council which
meet monthly. The Drax Hall meets the Pilates Group’s requirements.
However, all other groups said that their requirements were not met at the
Drax Hall for a variety of reasons and stated that it is not fit for purpose
anymore and a new hall is required. Particular issues with the Drax Hall cited
include
Final Report
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access to the main first floor hall presents a problem to those with
limited mobility. The stair lift is slow, blocks the stairs when in use
and not liked by users;



concerns about emergency access from first floor (via an escape
stair that exits over land in the ownership of third parties);



the heating in winter is ‘hit and miss’, too hot / too cold;



downstairs rooms are damp;



there is no sound system for use by speakers or provision of a fixed
data projector;



poor sound insulation between ground and first floor rooms when
both in use;



the catering facilities are all down stairs and very limited;



toilet facilities only available at ground floor level;



restricted storage space;



limited back stage space for performances;



lack of convenient parking or area for loading / unloading; and



pedestrian access along North Street is poor.

4.20 On the plus side, respondents cited the reasonable hire charges for the Drax
Hall. Various respondents stated that the village deserves a better meeting
hall for multi-use and noted that many Dorset villages have upgraded to much
more modern halls.
4.21 Groups responding using other venues in the Parish say those venues meet
their requirements.
Findings
4.22 The Working Group has found that the community of Bere Regis benefits from
several meeting places including the Drax Hall, the Sports Club, Scout Hut,
Churches, School and Pubs. We have asked the groups meeting at these
places and those looking after these places how satisfied they are with them.
We have found general satisfaction with the meeting places with one
exception – the Drax Hall. There is a lot of understandable affection for the
Drax Hall locally. However, we have found that the Drax Hall is no longer fit
for the requirements of its present users. In particular, it suffers from being on
Final Report
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two levels with difficult access to the first floor main Hall for those with limited
mobility, damp, inadequate kitchen facilities, poor heating, and restricted
space around the stage. There are also concerns about the costs of future
roof repairs. With a growing and ageing population, we foresee the Drax Hall
increasingly failing to meet its users’ needs with an obvious negative impact
on the present vitality of village life.
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5.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

5.1

In the light of the Group’s findings about existing venues, in particular the
concerns expressed about the adequacy of the Drax Hall, and to further help
inform its work, we surveyed all households in the Parish. This was with a
view to finding out whether there is a need and support within the community
for development of a new indoor sports and community facility. A copy of the
survey form is at Appendix E. The survey was posted by Royal Mail to all
households in the Parish using a property database provided by Purbeck
District Council. Every effort was made to encourage a good response rate.
The survey was given extensive publicity by various means, including:


a dozen posters publicising the survey were put up in various locations
around the village;



articles were placed in the Parish magazine to explain the reasons for
the survey and to encourage responses; and



a number of posts were made on the Bere Regis Facebook page,
again to explain the reasons for the survey and to encourage
responses.

The opportunity was provided to respond online via a page on the Parish
Council website. Collection boxes for completed paper forms were made
available in the Post Office, doctors’ surgery and Mace store. Completed
forms could also be returned to Parish councillors.
5.2

Full details of the responses received is provided at Appendix F. A summary
and interpretation of the responses is provided below.

5.3

We received 252 responses, which equates to 31.4% of households in the
Parish. The responses were on behalf of households containing some 611
people, which equates to 35% of the Parish population. We were pleased with
the response rate. It should be noted that responses from people of retirement
age are over-represented, with a corresponding under-representation of
responses from people and families of working age. Nevertheless, with the
numbers of responses received we consider the survey provides us with a
reasonable picture view of local opinion.
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The first survey question was ‘Do you feel there is a need for a modern village
hall in Bere Regis as a replacement for the Drax Hall?’

Respondents supporting a new village hall
6%
8%

Yes

1

No

2

No Opinion

3

86%

The response was unambiguous. As can be seen from the above chart a high
proportion of respondents (86%) felt there was a need for a replacement
village hall, with only a small proportion (6%) in opposition.
5.5

The following question asked ‘If a new village hall were to be provided, what
features would you wish to see included?’ The response is shown in the
following chart, with the highest levels of support for full disabled access and
facilities (89%), good parking (88%), and a modern catering kitchen (85%).
These priorities confirmed the findings of the earlier Neighbourhood Plan
survey reported at 2.2 above. These ‘top’ features were followed by up-todate sound and projection equipment (77%) and a stage (73%). The least
favoured feature was outdoor space, although still receiving strong support by
64% of respondents.
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Features respondents wished to see included in
any new new hall
88%

89%

85%
77%

73%
64%

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 – Good parking, 2 – Modern catering kitchen, 3 - Up-to-date sound and projection
equipment, 4 - Full disabled access and facilities, 5 – Stage, 6 - Outdoor area
5.6

The next questions sought to establish the frequency of usage of the existing
Drax Hall and whether a new hall with modern facilities would be used more
often. As shown by the following charts, just over half of respondents used the
Drax Hall on either a weekly or monthly basis, with just 12% of respondents
never using the Drax Hall. It is clear from the responses given that a high
proportion of respondents (73%) would use a modern hall more often, with
only 2% stating that they would use a modern hall less often.
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How often the respondents use the Drax
Hall
12%
22%

Weekly
Monthly
Annually
Never

35%

1
2
3
4

31%

Use of a new Hall compared to
the Drax Hall
2%

25%

More Often

1

The Same

2

Less Often

3

73%
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We then asked ‘Do you think there are any activities in Bere Regis or gaps in
existing provision that could be better met by a new village hall with modern
facilities? The following charts separately show the responses for leisure
activities and social groups, entertainment, functions and indoor sports. We
acknowledge that the responses provided may have been ‘led’ by the uses
listed. Nevertheless, the responses would appear to show that respondents
feel that there are gaps in local provision and a wide range of uses and
activities that could be better provided within a new hall. In short, the
responses indicate that user needs are not fully satisfied and that a new hall
would allow for existing provision to be improved upon, for the wider benefit of
the local community.

5.8

With regards to indoor sports, four potential uses were listed in the survey
form – snooker, table tennis, short mat bowls and badminton. Snooker was
the least supported (albeit by 42% of respondents) and badminton received
the greatest support (60% of respondents). We deliberately did not include a
wider list of potential indoor sports for fear of raising unreasonable
expectations for what might be capable of delivery. There was some criticism
of this approach, although by a relatively small number of respondents and
opportunity was provided for respondents to list uses and activities they
favoured but were not listed. These suggestions and indoor sports uses more
generally are considered at section 6.
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Leisure Activities and Social Groups:
Uses respondents thought there were gaps
in provision or could be better provided in a
new Hall
Keep Fit, 71%
Weight Loss
Groups, 46%
Health and Wellbeing Groups, 51%

Alternative
Medicine, 29%

Farmers' Market,
60%

Jumble / Bric-a-Brac
Sales, 43%
Lunch Clubs, 46%
Coffee Mornings,
47%
Baby and Toddler
Groups, 41%
Youth Groups, 53%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Entertainment:
Uses respondents thought there were gaps
in provision or could be better provided in a
new Hall
Comedy, 43%
Plays, 57%
Pantomine, 46%
Films, 58%
Live music, 57%
Disco, 37%
Dancing, 53%
0%
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Function Space:
Uses Respondents thought there were gaps in
provision or could be better provided in a new
Hall
Citizens' Advice,
48%
Business Meetings,
43%
Parties, 62%
Family Celebrations,
66%
Funeral Wakes, 58%
Wedding
Receptions, 64%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Indoor Sports:
Uses respondents thought there were gaps in
provision or could be better provided in a new
Hall
Snooker, 42%
Table Tennis, 54%
Indoor / Short Mat
Bowls, 52%
Badminton, 60%
0%
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The survey also asked for any other comments. All responses are detailed
verbatim at Appendix F, with the responses categorised and summarised
below.
19 Comments Supportive of a New Hall
There is a need for a new hall to provide for a wide range of uses that are not
adequately accommodated for within existing facilities.
5 Comments Opposing a new Hall
No need for another hall as there is existing adequate provision.
16 Comments about the Drax Hall
The Drax Hall is regarded as outdated, with particular problems of
accessibility to the first floor for those with limited mobility along with damp,
limited space, inadequate facilities, unwelcoming appearance and poor
parking.
26 Suggestions for features to be included in any new Hall
A wide range of suggestions were made for hall features, including it being on
one level to aid accessibility, good levels of natural lighting, being large
enough for events / parties etc with space for 100 – 150 people, meeting
room(s) separate from the main hall, decent kitchen facilities, temporary
staging, decent heating, a bar, adequate storage and good parking, Outdoor
space was suggested, although it was also stated this should not be for sports
as they are provided for at the Sports Club.
41 Suggestions for Indoor Sports Uses
An indoor sports facility is needed in Bere Regis. A wide range of sports uses
were suggested, as shown by the following table.
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Summary of Suggestions Received for Indoor Sports
Uses
Suggested Use

Number

of

Times

Suggested
Gym

21

Swimming Pool

10

Indoor Football

6

Tennis

4

Netball

2

Basketball

2

Circuit training

2

Indoor cricket

2

Skittles

2

Astro pitch

1

Martial Arts

1

Go Kart track

1

Multi use games area

1

Exercise Class

1

18 Suggestions for Other Uses
A wide range of other uses were suggested for a new hall, including adult
education, summer kids’ club, arts, crafts, music, dance and various fitness
classes.
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18 Comments about the Location of any new Hall
Various suggestions were made for the location of a new hall. A number
referred to the old school site as being suitable, although one thought it was
not central enough and others thought a central location avoiding hills would
be preferable. The new school, the Scout Hut and the Sports Club were
mentioned as possible sites, although others dismissed these for various
reasons.
5 Comments about the Survey
Three of the comments considered the survey to be misleading or bias, in that
it was too focused on the replacement of the Drax Hall rather than on an
indoor sports facility. The other two commented on the particular phrasing of
other questions.
37 Other Comments
Some respondents thought a new hall would be an opportunity to create a
more active community hub and provide for the younger members of the
community. Others thought the existing facilities to be adequate. Particular
issues were raised about finance and long-term financial sustainability of any
new hall and existing facilities.
5.10 The individual comments generally confirm the findings from the earlier
questions and our other surveys. That is, there is general support for a new
Hall, the Drax Hall is seen to be out-dated, and respondents see a wide
range of potential uses for a new Hall. The issues of indoor sports and
location are considered in more detail at sections 6 and 7 of our report.
5.11 We have also received a letter from Bere Regis Surgery to say that they did
not regard the Drax Hall as fit for their purposes. However, with a new
community facility, they may be able to use rooms for health education, flu
clinics, over 75 year patient checks and practice meetings. The Surgery also
mentioned that they would recommend its usage to other organisations
connected with the health service. The Stroke Association has stated that it is
regularly looking for new opportunities in Dorset to hold ten-week workshops

Final Report

Page 28

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

31 December 2016

to help support people with aphasia (inability / impaired ability to understand
or produce speech) post stroke.
Findings
5.12 The community survey achieved a response rate of approximately one-third
of all households in the Parish. It is clear from the community survey that
there is overwhelming support (86%) for a new hall as a replacement for the
Drax Hall. Also, the prospect is that people will use the new hall more often
than the existing hall (73% of respondents said they would use a new hall
more often compared to 2% respondents saying less often). Features that
respondents particularly wanted to see provided in a new hall were good
parking, modern catering kitchen facilities, up-to-date sound and projection
equipment, full disabled access and facilities and a stage. It was also clear
that respondents felt that there were gaps in existing provision and a wide
range of uses and activities that could be better provided within a new hall. In
short, the responses indicate that user needs are not fully satisfied and that a
new hall would allow for existing provision to be improved upon, for the wider
benefit of the local community. These included keep-fit, plays, films, live
music, farmers’ markets, funeral wakes, parties, family celebrations, wedding
receptions, table tennis, indoor bowls and badminton. A variety of
suggestions were made for other indoor sports uses, although each from a
relatively small number of respondents. A range of other miscellaneous
comments were also received.
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6.

OPTIONS APPRAISAL

6.1

Having regard to our surveys and the community consultation responses, as
detailed in previous sections, broadly speaking the Group considers there to
be three options:
a.

do nothing – ie leave the Drax Hall to continue to operate as at
present with no new indoor sports or community provision;

b.

replace the Drax Hall with a new village hall / community facility;
and

c.

replace the Drax Hall with a new village hall / community facility
and indoor sports centre.

Each of these options is assessed in turn below.
a. Do Nothing
6.2

We have detailed in section 4, and summarised at 4.20, evidence to show that
there is general satisfaction with the existing community facilities with one
exception – the Drax Hall. In short, the evidence points to it being no longer fit
for purpose. Indeed, we foresee the situation worsening with time with a
negative impact on the vitality of Bere Regis. The responses to the community
consultation, as reported at section 5, support this conclusion with 86% of
respondents supporting a new village hall to replace the existing Drax Hall.
For these reasons, we consider this option should be rejected.
b. Replace the Drax Hall with a new village hall / community facility

6.3

The evidence we have already referred to provides clear support for this
option. Indeed, the community survey responses indicate that more people
would use a new replacement hall. Also, there are a range of uses and
activities that could be better provided for in a new village hall. As such, this
option deserves support and further consideration. The remaining issue is
whether the hall should provide for formal indoor sports. This matter is
considered below.
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c. Replace the Drax Hall with a new village hall / community facility and indoor
sports centre
6.4

There is an obvious appeal to creating a multi-use facility and it may, at least
in theory, open up funding opportunities from Sport England. There are,
however, a number of issues to be considered with this option. Not least of
which is the issue whether there is sufficient justification for provision of a
formal indoor sports facility in Bere Regis alongside, or as a shared space,
with a new village hall / community facility. There is clearly some support for
an indoor sports facility expressed in responses to the community
consultation. Four potential indoor sports uses were listed in the community
consultation survey form – badminton, short mat bowls, table tennis and
snooker. Snooker was the least supported (albeit by 42% of respondents) and
badminton received the greatest support (by 60% of respondents). There was
opportunity provided for respondents to list other uses and activities they
favoured but were not listed. The suggestions made are detailed at section
5.9 above. The most frequent suggestion (by 21 respondents) was for a gym;
other suggestions (by 10 or fewer respondents) included a swimming pool
and various indoor sports pitches.

6.5

A number of Sport England publications provide information on court sizes for
various uses / sports. Sport England recommends, as the minimum size for
an indoor multi-sport hall project, a four badminton court hall configuration
with dimensions of 34.5 by 20.0 metres with 7.5 metres internal height. This
size of hall is based on ‘community’ use – this category relates to school and
community use where there is no formal competitive structure / no specific
need for space for officials or spectator accommodation. A four badminton
court hall configuration, of the above dimensions, would accommodate the
following range of sports indoors:
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4 badminton courts;



1 basketball court (or 2 of reduced size);



4 cricket practice nets;



1 gymnastic space;



1 five-a-side / futsal (a version of five-a-side) pitch;
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1 handball court;



1 indoor hockey court;



1 korfball court (a ball sport with similarities to netball and
basketball);



1 netball court;



1 volleyball court;



1 sports hall athletics practice and training space (not competition
space).

6.6

For a sports hall of this size there would, of course, be additional space
requirements for changing rooms, equipment stores, staff rooms, first aid
room and office.

6.7

The demonstration of need for an indoor multi-sports facility would be
fundamental to any funder’s assessment of an application for grant funding.
We consider that the evidence from the community consultation exercise does
not show anything approaching a sufficient or adequate level of need,
demand or justification for a new indoor sports facility of a four badminton
court configuration / size. We note that the Sports Club hires sports halls
elsewhere for 1 or 2 hours a week for football and cricket. This is a
demonstration of some level of local need. However, it is at a modest level
and a relatively small hire charge is paid (eg £5 per hour at Milton Abbey
School). We do not consider this aids, in any significant way, the case for a
multi-sports hall. Nor, would it contribute in any meaningful way to the income
required to sustain such a facility. Whilst we appreciate that not everyone in
the local community has ready access to transport to nearby towns, there are
a wide range of such facilities available in those locations which adds to our
unease about the lack of justification for an indoor multi-sports facility in Bere
Regis. Indeed, with these facilities available nearby we do not consider there
is any realistic scope to attract users to an indoor sports facility from other
communities in order to justify making provision.

6.8

We have also given consideration to the form of construction of an indoor
multi-sports hall. ‘Conventional’ village halls tend to be of ‘solid’ construction
(eg brick or block with tiled roof). Whilst an indoor multi-sports hall could be of
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such construction, less expensive styles of build are the norm. Many multisports halls are of a portal frame construction with lower walls of block and
upper walls and roof steel clad. Another form of construction, which we
understand is approved by Sport England, is metal-framed with rigid lower
walls (often metal clad) with a PVC coated polyester fabric / membrane to the
upper walls and roof (eg those produced by Rubb Building Systems and, we
understand, in use at Puddletown Middle School). The advantages of such
construction systems include lower cost and speed of construction. Our
conclusion is that the standard construction for sports hall buildings would not
be suited to / compatible with accommodating ‘traditional’ village / community
hall uses. The reasons are varied, but include their overall (large) size, lack of
effective heat and noise insulation, and echoing nature. Accordingly, even if
an indoor sports hall of a four badminton court justification were justified it
would not be suitable to ‘double up’ as a community / village hall.
6.9

There are a number of other issues in considering a new indoor sports facility.
These include the capital cost of its provision, running / maintenance costs,
staffing and other requirements. However, given our conclusions on the lack
of justification for a multi-use indoor multi-sports hall, as above, we have not
examined these.

6.10

We have considered whether there is justification for a smaller multi-sports
facility. A two or three badminton court configuration would provide some form
of multi-sports facility. It would not, though, fully satisfy Sport England’s
specifications. Nor, would such an arrangement provide for sports such as
indoor football, indoor hockey, basketball, and netball other than in a reduced
/ constrained form. In any event, we consider that the case to justify such a
hall would be no better than that for a four badminton court configuration.

6.11

We have also considered whether there is justification for a single badminton
court as a shared space with a village / community hall facility. This would
appear to be a more justifiable option given that a single badminton court hall
at 17.4 by 9.3 metres is little larger in floor area than most village or
community halls. However, we are mindful that the minimum ceiling height
over a badminton court is 6.1 metres. This is roughly double the ceiling height
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that might normally be expected within a village / community hall with potential
adverse implications for heating, acoustic properties and general atmosphere.
We are, however, mindful that 60% of respondents to the community
consultation expressed support for badminton. Of course, this would not
necessarily translate into usage. The experiences gleaned from operators of
other halls with space for badminton is variable. Some have found there to be
no demand, others have demand for a few hours a week. A lot may depend
upon whether a ‘club’ is formed. We contacted the operators of nearby sports
halls to gauge the level of demand / usage they have. The only operator able
to share such information was Blandford Forum Sports Centre. Normally, they
expect to have a badminton court booked for an hour each weekday evening.
Given the relative populations of Blandford Forum and Bere Regis, that could
translate to potential demand for a badminton court for an hour a week. On
balance, we conclude that whilst the additional space requirements to
accommodate a badminton court may be difficult to justify by the likely level of
usage for that purpose, it would be a ‘desirable’ additional facility provided
that the required specification did not detract from or compromise the hall’s
‘core’ community uses / users. Therefore, we consider that a hall sized to
provide a single badminton court should (as the project progresses) be
subject to further consideration of likely levels of usage, design practicalities
and costings.
6.12

With regards to those respondents who suggested a gym, we note that there
is already such a facility at the Dorset Golf and Country Club. Furthermore,
we understand the Sports Club have considered installing gym equipment at
their premises. We believe that would be a natural and sensible location for a
gym if it could be justified and, indeed, a suitable place to concentrate any
sports facilities that may be provided in the future.

6.13

To conclude, we do not consider there to be justification for a purposedesigned multi-sports hall for the reasons given above. However, we are
aware of the importance of health and well-being for the local community. It is
important to note that a range of sports and other activities could be provided
for in the minimum space we consider to be consistent with that required for a
new community / village hall, whilst achieving the more ‘intimate’ atmosphere
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Indeed, the

community consultation highlighted that health and fitness groups could be
better provided for in a new hall. A ‘standard’ sized village / community facility
would provide flexible space that could accommodate the needs of various
health and fitness groups, eg pilates, yoga, zumba, and dance classes, along
with some indoor sports, eg short mat bowls (15 by 2 metres) and short / mini
tennis for juniors (16 by 8 metres), table tennis (8.5 by 4 metres) and martial
arts. The additional space requirements to accommodate a badminton court
(17.4 by 9.3 metres, plus 6.1 metre ceiling height over the court) may be
difficult to justify by the likely level of usage for that purpose. Nevertheless, on
balance, it would be a ‘desirable’ additional facility provided that the ‘core’
community uses were not in any way compromised. Therefore, we consider
that a hall sized to provide a single badminton court should (as the project
progresses) be subject to further consideration of likely levels of usage,
design practicalities and costings.
Other Potential Options
6.14

Through the responses to the community consultation and in the course of our
deliberations other suggestions / possibilities have been raised. We express
these below as questions with our responses.
I.

Could the issues raised regarding the unsuitability of the Drax Hall be
resolved by refurbishment of the existing premises?
Refurbishment of the Drax Hall could provide a more attractive and updated facility. However, refurbishment could not overcome the
fundamental problems associated with lack of space (there is no scope
for any extension at the site) and no on-site parking. Nor, could it
address the inherent disadvantages of the two-storey arrangement,
with the main hall at first floor level. A lift could be installed, which
would ease access between floors for those with limited mobility. That
said, a lift would reduce space on both floors and would not assist in
the event of an emergency evacuation being required. Similarly,
refurbishment could not provide any outdoor space and would not
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resolve concerns about emergency egress routes being over thirdparty land.
II.

Could the various uses of the Drax Hall be accommodated within other
venues in the Parish?
We have looked at all available venues and none have the capacity /
facilities that would be required. Whilst the Scout Hut is the largest of
the other venues it is fully used on most weekday evenings and, thus,
unable to accommodate the various current evening users of the Drax
Hall.

III.

Should the existing Drax Hall be retained as a community hall along
with the provision of a new village / community hall?
We see no justification in doing so. Its retention would result in a
duplication of facilities, with every likelihood that the Drax Hall would be
little used with users favouring a new facility. The costs of running the
Drax Hall would remain as at present, with no prospect of those costs
being balanced with income. In short, its retention would be
unsustainable.

IV.

Could the new Primary School hall satisfy the needs for a new
community hall?
The new school hall is of the general size of a village / community hall
(148 square metres). It is also expected to be available for community
hire / use. However, there would be no opportunity to use it during
school hours for reasons of child protection and school usage. Thus,
many of the present users of the Drax Hall could not be provided for
and, for this reason alone, this option cannot be regarded as realistic.

V.

Could the new Primary School be extended to provide a suitable new
community / village hall?
We have looked at the plans for the new school site. We have noted
that space within the site is at a premium. Any extension to the existing
building would inevitably disrupt the parking and play areas to be
provided. We doubt whether there is any realistic prospect of those
parking and play areas being adequately re-provided elsewhere on the
site, especially given the constraints caused by levels changes within
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the site. An extension may also have the effect of over-shadowing
windows to classrooms.
VI.

Could the old Primary School buildings be re-used / converted to a new
village / community hall?
We have looked at both the main school building and the school hall to
see whether there is any prospect of conversion. We found that the
sizes of the buildings are such that they would not provide adequate
space for a new village / community hall. The main school building has
a width of approximately 8 metres, which would be sufficient for a hall.
However, the internal layout inevitably poses constraints that would
unduly fetter the functioning and attractiveness of a new hall. The hall
building has a width of approximately 6 metres, which would be less
than the space reasonably required (or presently available at the Drax
Hall). Given these findings, we see no purpose served by going on to
consider the likely costs of conversion or future maintenance costs.

VII.

Could the Parish Church accommodate a community facility?
The side aisle is already used for occasional community functions. It is,
however, limited in size and the works required to make it a useable
and attractive community space would be extensive (eg partitioning
from the nave, provision of toilet and kitchen facilities) and unlikely to
be acceptable to the relevant heritage bodies. Such works would also
inevitably reduce the overall capacity of the church. In that respect we
note that for certain services the church requires all of the space
currently available.

VIII.

Should a new shared Scout Hut / community / village hall be provided?
The evidence on the usage of the Drax Hall and the Scout Hut show
there to be a considerable overlap, most noticeably on weekday
evenings. So, if a new ‘shared’ facility were to be provided it would
necessitate the provision of two halls. Given the Scouts are generally
satisfied with their existing hall, we see no advantage in pursuing a
project that would inevitably be considerably more expensive.
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A Way Forward and Facilities Required
6.15

Our overall conclusion is that most appropriate scheme to meet the Parish’s
needs would be to replace the Drax Hall with a new village hall / community
facility on another site. The hall would provide for a wide range of leisure,
entertainment, social, cultural, health and well-being uses, although it would
not provide for a full range of indoor sports; it not being possible to justify such
provision.

6.16

In considering what facilities may be required in any new hall we have visited
a number of other community halls and gathered information from many
others. This information is summarised at Appendix G. We found there to be a
wide divergence in size of hall relative to local population. Likewise, the halls
vary in the facilities they provide although most have a permanent stage and
one or more separate meeting rooms. About one-third of halls are sized to
provide a badminton court.

6.17

We consider any new village / community hall should be single-storey to
ensure accessibility for all. Having regard to the various needs of potential
user groups and the space available at other halls we have visited, we
suggest the following essential / minimum specifications:


a main hall - 16 by 8 metres (128 square metres), with a vaulted ceiling
to provide a sense of space and airiness. A hall of this size should be
sufficient to meet identified requirements and provide the atmosphere /
intimacy required for successful events. We are conscious of the need
to reasonably ‘future-proof’ the size of any hall, but similarly are wary of
the risks of over-sizing. By way of comparison the Drax Hall upstairs
hall is 10.4 x 6.9 metres (excluding the 2.2 metres deep ‘nib’ at the top
of the stairs); the main function rooms in other local halls have the
following dimensions, Leigh – 15.25 x 8m, Harman’s Cross – 15.5 x
7.8m, East Burton – 18.5 x 5.5m, Moreton – 16 x 8.45m, Corfe Castle –
20 x 10m, and Morden – 14.7 x 8.5m; Sturminster Marshall – 16.5 x
9m; Cerne Abbas – 15 x 8.25; Wool D’Urberville Centre – 16.25 x 9.26;
Broadmayne – 14.3 x 10; Charlton Down – 23 x 12; Lytchett Matravers
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– 13.8 x 10.9; Corfe Mullen – 18.3 x 12.2; Briantspuddle – 19 x 5.5;
and Studland – 15 x 10;


a stage - we considered whether a demountable stage would be
sufficient, to be erected within the main hall as required. We note
there are some advantages with a demountable stage, including
flexibility of layout / size / position for the stage and it would maximise
the space available within the hall when a stage is not required.
However, we also note that strong public support for a stage was
shown through the consultation exercise and consider one to be
preferable. A permanent stage would allow for it to be integrated into
the design of the building (eg for lighting and access), ensure the full
floor area of the main hall is available at all times, avoid the need for
storage space for a demountable stage and avoid the inconvenience of
frequent its erection and dismantling. A permanent stage would also be
advantageous for performers while rehearsing and provide a better
audience experience for a variety of events> there is also the potential
for under-stage storage;



meeting rooms - a large meeting room (6 by 8 metres) and a smaller
meeting room (5.5 by 5.5 metres);



kitchens - a catering kitchen (approximately 7 / 8 by 4 / 5 metres) and a
kitchenette / bar (approximately 3 by 3 metres) to provide for tea
making and a bar for events;



storage - sufficient to provide space for the equipment to be used
within the hall (but acknowledging that all storage needs of all hall
users cannot be met) would be required of, we estimate, approximately
50m2 within two rooms along with under-stage ‘pull-out’ storage;

6.18



toilets - male, female and disabled toilet facilities; and



foyer area.

So far as facilities / features to be included within a new hall, we suggest the
following as essential:
 main hall to have large areas of glazing to allow both natural light in
and to take advantage of views out;
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 sound system including a hearing loop;
 lighting – for stage, to have a flexible arrangement;
 Wi-Fi;
 projection equipment;
 curtains – to the stage and black-out blinds to all windows;
 heating;
 an outdoor veranda / patio / sitting out area;
 car parking – a hard surfaced car park to provide for approximately 20
spaces including disabled spaces and an ‘overflow’ car park (possibly
grassed with a reinforced mesh surface) for another 20 / 30 spaces;
and
 good levels of sound insulation.
and the following facilities / features as desirable:


a hall sized to provide a single badminton court, subject to further
consideration of likely levels of usage, design practicalities and
costings.

 air conditioning;
 insulation – to an above building regulations standard, potentially
coupled with renewable energy sources;
 a sprung floor to the main hall;
 outdoor space for a marquee; and
 outdoor space for play equipment for toddlers.
6.19

There are also a number of principles / tips that we have gleaned from
viewing other halls that would be worth having in mind should the project
progress:


the main hall / stage and meeting rooms should be separated by other
rooms (eg store and small kitchen) to reduce / avoid noise disturbance
between the two rooms when both are in use for different purposes;



the main kitchen to be off the main hall and the small kitchen
positioned to be capable of serving the large meeting room and as a
bar within the foyer;
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the large and small meeting rooms to be positioned alongside one
another with a removable partition to allow the two rooms to be
combined to form one larger room;



the foyer should be of sufficient size to provide a ‘greeting’ space at
events and / or space for buggy etc storage, and include a community
noticeboard, and provide for ease of access to the main hall and
meeting rooms;



adaptability / flexibility in the design of the building to allow for future
extension if required; and



entrance / exit doors to the stage not to be within the main hall, ie to
avoid stage users being seen by the audience, and to allow ease of
access to the meeting rooms which may ‘double-up’ as green rooms.

6.20

The suggested size for the main hall – 16 by 8 metres (128 square metres 75% larger floorspace than available at the Drax Hall) – would, we understand
(www.banquettablespro.com) have a capacity for approximately 150 - 170
people seated ‘cinema’ style, 125 - 150 people seated at tables, and up to
220 people standing. These capacity figures compare to the Fire Regulations
maximum numbers at the Drax Hall of 100. Recent events at the Drax Hall
(the 20th Pop-In celebration and the Twinning Association social) had 100
people seated at tables in the main hall where space was at a ‘premium’. For
further comparison purposes, the Scout Hut is understood to seat up to 80
people and accommodate 100 people standing. Of course, a hall sized for a
single badminton court (17.4 x 9.3 metres – 162 square metres) would have a
proportionately greater capacity.

6.21

We should point out that the sizes of rooms and specifications would have to
be guided further by advice from an architect / other appropriate
professionals, should the project progress, and would be subject to cost
considerations. Furthermore, any layout would have to be informed by the
configuration / aspect etc of the chosen site. However, in order to illustrate in
general terms how halls to the above specifications may appear we have
prepared indicative floor layouts as below for a hall with a main hall of 16 by 8
metres and a hall sufficient to accommodate a single badminton court.
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We consider that a new hall, to the specifications we have set out, would have
a range of social, health and well-being, economic and environmental benefits
for the community, a brief sample of which are listed below:


social – a new hall would better meet the identified community needs
for a social events / entertainment space, helping to foster a vibrant
community, increased engagement and community spirit / social
cohesion; a new hall would be likely to attract new uses, such as
parties / celebrations / weddings, for which local people may presently
go elsewhere to hire suitable venues;
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health – a new hall would better meet the identified community needs
for health and well-being events, helping to bolster the mental and
physical health / well-being of the community;



economic – suitable space would be available to local businesses to
rent for meetings or other events; the new hall would be likely to attract
new uses, such as parties / celebrations / weddings, helping to ensure
financial sustainability and low hire charges for community events; and



environmental – through the closure of the Drax Hall, there would be a
considerable reduction in disturbance from traffic and noise to
residents of North Street; a new hall would be constructed to have
higher standards of insulation etc and lower energy and water
consumption.

Findings
6.22

We have carefully considered a number of options for a new facility in Bere
Regis. We have found there to be justification for a new community / village
hall to replace the Drax Hall. A new hall with a floor area of 16 by 8 metres,
with the other facilities and specifications suggested would provide for a wide
range of leisure, entertainment, social, cultural, health and well-being uses.
We do not consider that a multi-use indoor sports hall can be justified.
However, and on

balance, we consider a community hall sized to

accommodate a single badminton court (17.4 by 9.3 metres and ceiling height
6.1 metres) would be ‘desirable’ provided that the ‘core’ community uses were
not in any way compromised. A hall sized to provide a single badminton court
should (as the project progresses) be subject to further consideration of likely
levels of usage, design practicalities and costings.
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7.

ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL LOCATIONS

7.1

A key part of the Group’s brief was to examine the potential locations in the
Parish for a new community facility and assess the advantages and
disadvantages of each location.

7.2

In the first instance, the Group carried out a desk-top review to identify
potential sites. The search for sites was restricted to those within or adjoining
the built up extent of the village, rather than the whole Parish. It was
considered that sites beyond the village and within the wider Parish would not
be suitable for a community facility for reasons of accessibility by the bulk of
the Parish population, particularly on foot.

7.3

Nineteen potential sites were identified through the desk-top review and each
was visited by the Group and an assessment made against various key
criteria and scored. The criteria assessed were:

7.4



Site Size / Configuration;



Vehicular Access;



Pedestrian Accessibility;



Ownership;



Residential Amenity;



Existing / Potential Uses;



General Environment; and



Constraints / Opportunities.

With regards to site size / configuration, we have assumed an overall building
footprint of approximately 31 metres by 14 metres or 25 by 18 metres
(depending upon the arrangement of rooms internally) and a hard-surfaced
parking area of approximately 25 by 16 metres (some 20 car spaces) plus
‘overflow’ car parking, making for an overall minimum site area (excluding any
outdoor space, landscaping etc) of approximately 1,500 square metres. With
some outdoor space, the minimum space requirement would be some 2,000 2,500 square metres.

7.5

A summary of our findings are set out in the following table. The full findings
of our assessment are detailed at Appendix H. Note that the total score has a
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potential range from 8 to 40, with a low score indicating a site which rates
positively and a high score indicating a site with a negative rating.

Site

Total Score

1

Old Primary School Site, Rye Hill

19

2

Bonfire Field, Rye Hill

19

3

White Lovington, off Rye Hill

30

4

Vitacress (west of Southbrook)

23

5

Vitacress (east of Southbrook, between Elder Road 24
and Bere Stream)

6

Allotments / field between Court Farm Cottages and 21
Southbrook

7

Field north of Blind Street / east of Griffins Gardens

30

8

West of North Street (opposite Sports Club)

25

9

West of North Street (opposite Shell Petrol Station)

25

10

Field at Butt Lane

23

11

Field north of Back Lane

26

12

Field at West Street (west end)

23

13

Open space between Stanbarrow Close and Bere 27
Stream

14

Kick about area off Elder Road

21

15

Sports Club, North Street

29

16

Scout Hut site, Elder Road

21

17

New School site, off Southbrook

21

18

Land between new school access road and cress 16
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beds
19

Telephone Exchange, Turberville Road

26

Findings
7.6

The three sites assessed to have the best score were:


Site 1: Old School Site, Rye Hill (19);



Site 2: Bonfire Field, Rye Hill (19); and



Site 18: Land between new school access road and cress beds
(16).

7.7

Maps of each site are below.
Site 1: Old School Site, Rye Hill
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Site 2: Bonfire Field, Rye Hill

Site 18: Land between new school access road and cress beds
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In summary, our assessment of the three ‘preferred’ sites was:


the old school site, Rye Hill, has the advantage of being potentially
available on (we assume) a preferential basis when the school closes.
However, the site is somewhat smaller than many others assessed
and, thus, would not have the capacity to provide as much useable
outdoor space. It also has the disadvantage of being peripheral to the
village centre, which may deter some users (especially the more
elderly) from attending functions and events;



the bonfire site, Rye Hill, has the advantage of being a larger site with a
very pleasant outlook. It is slightly closer to the village centre than the
present school site, although the distance may deter some users
(especially the more elderly). The disadvantage is that the site is in
private ownership. It is not known whether the owner would be willing
to make the site available and, depending upon terms, may add
considerably to the overall development costs; and



the land between the new school access road and the cress beds is
the most favoured site. It is owned by the Parish Council and, subject
to the Council’s agreement, we assume it could be made available on
preferential terms. Also, it is in a convenient and accessible location for
all potential Parish users. However, the site has some constraints that
would require further investigation and resolution. In particular, the site
is designated as Common Land (as was the new school access road)
and its de-designation would be subject to the approval of others and
require equivalent space to be provided elsewhere. Also, the site is
adjacent to the flood plain and part may be affected and there are
some overhead lines. These matters would require further investigation
to determine the feasibility of developing the site.

7.9

The Parish Council is recommended to consider the three sites and may wish
to consult with the wider community as part of its further work with the
Neighbourhood Plan.
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ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS AND REVENUES
Income

8.1

With regards to revenue income, we have referred to past accounts for the
Drax Hall. These show that hiring the hall generates the greatest income,
approximately £5,000 per year. An additional £2,000 of income comes from
other sources, including grants and events. Subject to any new hall being
appropriately sited and specified, we have every reason to believe that all
present users would wish to continue with their bookings. As such, we can be
confident that existing revenue at the Drax Hall would, at the very minimum,
be maintained. We consider it reasonable to expect that there would be some
additional bookings (eg for parties, receptions and commercial / other groups
from the wider Purbeck / Dorset areas), reflecting the improved facilities /
attractiveness of a new hall and increased promotion. We are conscious of
the need to maintain hire costs at a reasonably modest level for community
groups. This is essential to maintain the full range of activities presently on
offer to the local community and the associated social / health etc benefits for
the Parish community. That said, it may be reasonable to consider some
increase in / restructuring of hire costs, reflecting the much improved
conditions and facilities which would be available in any new hall. We would
expect future revenue income to be further detailed and clarified as part of a
business plan, should the project progress.
Capital Costs

8.2

Our findings on the essential / minimum requirements for a new hall suggest
an internal floorspace of approximately 430 square metres, equating to a
building footprint of up to approximately 500 square metres. Our
understanding is that it would be prudent to budget for a build cost of £1,500
per square metre of building. On the basis of a 500 square metre building, this
would amount to a build cost of £750,000. On the same basis, a hall sized for
a single badminton court would cost an additional £60,000. Of course, these
figures should be used with some caution. The figures would vary depending
upon the precise specification, but provide a reasonable ‘guideline’ for the
time being. The figures do not include for all fitting out costs (eg sound and
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projection equipment), external works (eg landscaping and car parking), or
abnormal costs that could be encountered (eg unexpected / adverse ground
conditions). To allow for these, we would suggest an overall budget figure of
£850,000 – 950,000. This figure would, of course, have to be reviewed by an
architect / quantity surveyor should the project progress, and as the hall size /
specification is refined and site investigations are carried out.
Running Costs
8.3

Past accounts for the Drax Hall show revenue expenditure at approximately
£7,000 per year, of which about one half was for maintenance and the
balance a combination of utilities, insurance and cleaning. We have looked at
the costs incurred by other halls to help to determine a reasonably robust and
realistic figure to assume for a new hall. We have found that over the past
year the Scout Hut has incurred refurbishment and maintenance costs of
approximately £2,200 and other running costs (cleaning, utilities and
insurance) of approximately £1,500 making a total of approximately £3,700.
Figures from other village halls show some divergence in the levels of annual
running costs incurred. Six halls (East Stour, Portesham, Harmans Cross,
Lytchett Matravers, Litton and Thorners, Corfe Castle, and Studland are, we
consider, reasonable comparators for a new hall in Bere Regis. Their annual
running costs are, respectively £5,850, £8,500, £10,000, £10,300, £8,200,
£9,600 and £8,300, excluding significant repair costs. In short, some show 15
– 40% higher costs than the present annual running costs for the Drax Hall.

8.4

Clearly, the make-up of running costs for any new hall will vary from those for
the Drax Hall. We are unable to provide a precise figure for the level of future
annual running costs for a new hall. However, the information we have from
other halls would suggest that it would be prudent to assume somewhat
higher costs to those of the existing Drax Hall. Also, to allow for some set
aside each year for larger ‘one-off’ repair / improvement costs that may be
incurred in future years. We would expect future running costs to be further
detailed and clarified as part of a business plan, should the project progress.
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Funding
8.5

The Group was not tasked with identifying funding sources for a new hall.
However, to a greater or lesser extent any grant funding will have to be
‘matched’ or made up by local community fund raising. Given the costs
involved this can be a considerable challenge for a relatively small community
such as ours. Fortunately, in this instance, there is the potential for funds to
be realised from the sale of the present Drax Hall. We believe the Drax Hall
would have potential for a residential conversion. Again, we have not
examined this matter in any detail as it lies beyond our brief. Nevertheless, we
understand that the Drax Hall is in the Parish Council’s ownership.
Furthermore, that the deeds / covenants require, in the event of the Hall’s
disposal, for funds to be used for a like facility. We consider that the potential
for residential re-use of the Drax Hall and confirmation of ownership and
obligations within any deed / covenants should be explored in more detail in
parallel with any further work on developing and funding a new hall. Most
importantly, we would suggest that at the same time as making any planning
application for a new hall a planning application for a residential conversion of
the Drax Hall should be made. The outcome would provide greater certainty
on the funding opportunities for a new hall.
Findings

8.7

Our findings are that a new hall would be likely to cost in the region of £850 –
950,000. This sum to be found through fundraising and proceeds from the
sale of the existing Drax Hall. So far as running costs are concerned we
consider it prudent to allow for a somewhat higher amount than those
presently incurred at the Drax Hall. We are reasonably confident that future
running costs can continue to be matched by income, without hire costs being
set at such a level that would dissuade users and have a negative impact on
total receipts. Thus, in our view, a new hall should be able to sustain itself with
the transfer of existing bookings at the Drax Hall and additional bookings that
can be reasonably expected. Most importantly, this means that the range of
activities on offer to those living in the area and benefits to the Parish
community should be maintained.
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In short, the Group consider that a proposal for a new hall on the basis set out
in this report would be a robust and sustainable financial proposition, subject
to initial capital funding.
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9.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NEXT STEPS

9.1

In short, the Group has concluded (on the basis of the evidence gathered
from consultation with those running existing venues in the Parish, existing
groups and societies, and the wider community consultation), that there is a
strong justification for a new village / community hall to replace the Drax Hall
on a new site. We consider that a new village / community hall, on the basis
set out in this report, would not only meet identified community needs but also
be a robust and sustainable financial proposition, subject to initial capital
funding. We ask the Parish Council to consider our findings and endorse the
recommendations as set out below.

9.2

Bere Regis is a mixed, balanced, supportive and vibrant community that
benefits from a providing a wide range of activities catering for its social,
leisure, spiritual and other needs.

9.3

Bere Regis has a variety of community and commercial meeting places
including the Drax Hall, the Sports Club, Scout Hut, Churches, School and
Pubs. We found general satisfaction with the venues with one notable
exception – the Drax Hall. There is a lot of understandable affection for the
Drax Hall locally. However, we found that the Drax Hall is no longer fit for the
requirements of its present users. In particular, it suffers from being on two
levels with difficult access to the first floor main hall for those with limited
mobility. With a growing and ageing population we foresee the Drax Hall
increasingly failing to meet its users’ needs with an obvious negative impact
on the present vitality of village life.

9.4

All households in the Parish were surveyed with a view to finding out whether
there is a need and support within the community for development of a new
indoor sports and community facility. It was clear from the community survey
that there is overwhelming support (86%) for a new hall as a replacement for
the Drax Hall. Respondents felt that there were gaps in existing provision and
a wide range of uses and activities that could be better provided within a new
hall. The responses indicate that user needs are not fully satisfied and a new
hall would allow for existing provision to be improved upon, for the wider
benefit of the local community.

Final Report

Page 53

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

9.5

31 December 2016

We consider there to be a strong justification for a new community / village
hall to replace the Drax Hall. We suggest that the main hall be some 8 by 16
metres plus stage, with two smaller meeting rooms along with modern kitchen
facilities, storage, fully accessible toilets and on-site parking. The sizes,
facilities and specifications we have suggested would provide for a wide range
of leisure, entertainment, social, cultural, health / exercise / well-being
activities and indoor sports, including table tennis, short mat bowls, martial
arts and junior tennis, for the benefit of the Parish community.

9.6

Suggestions were made in response to the community consultation for other
indoor sports uses, although each from a relatively small number of
respondents with the exception of badminton which had a greater support. We
carefully considered the case for a formal indoor sports hall. We concluded
that the Sports England favoured specification for a multi-use sports hall (ie a
four badminton court configuration) could not be justified on the basis of the
low level of demand for such facilities and their availability in nearby towns.
We also considered whether a shared use community / single badminton
court hall should be provided. Whilst a badminton court might receive some
usage, we were concerned that the size specification (in particular a ceiling
height over the court of 6.1 metres) may be less suited to a village /
community hall appropriately sized to provide for the normal and much wider
range of social, community, entertainment etc uses and numbers of users. We
believe a hall to the minimum size and specification detailed in our report
whilst not necessarily providing ‘everything for everyone’ would provide
‘something for everyone’. That said, we consider that a hall sized to provide a
single badminton court would be ‘desirable’, subject to further consideration of
likely levels of usage, design practicalities and costings.

9.7

The Group assessed many potential sites in Bere Regis for a new village /
community hall. Our assessment led us to three ‘preferred’ sites. The old
school site at Rye Hill, the bonfire site on Rye Hill, and the land between the
new school access road and the cress beds. The latter being the best scoring
and our most favoured site. That said, all sites have advantages and
disadvantages which require some further investigation.
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We estimate that a new hall would cost in the region of £850,000 - £950,000,
to be found through fundraising and proceeds from the sale of the existing
Drax Hall. Our estimate of running costs and income are that a new hall
should be able to sustain itself financially. There is every reason to consider
that the wide range of activities presently on offer to those living in the area
will be maintained, alongside potential new uses and users which may boost
income and deliver additional benefits to the community.

9.9

Based on our findings we have a number of recommendations to make to the
Parish Council, as set out below:
A. That the Parish Council note the responses to the community and other
consultation, in particular that the Drax Hall has been found to be outdated and no longer fit for purpose and the overwhelming support for
its replacement with a new village / community hall;
B. That the Parish Council endorse the findings of this report and confirm
its support for a proposal for a new village / community hall of the
general size / specifications detailed in the Group’s report, as a
replacement for the existing Drax Hall;
C. That the Parish Council consult on the ‘preferred’ sites for a new village
/ community hall, ideally as part of the next stage of consultation with
the Neighbourhood Plan;
D. That the Parish Council establish a further Village / Community Hall
Working Group to:
i.

investigate and report back to the Parish Council on potential
sources of funding for a new village / community hall;

ii.

consult with the District and County Councils and other relevant
bodies on the feasibility for development of the ‘preferred’ sites
with a new village / community hall;

iii.

consult with the District and County Councils and other relevant
bodies on the feasibility of conversion of the existing Drax Hall to
a residence;

iv.

take appropriate advice on the value of the Drax Hall should
planning permission be secured for a residential conversion;
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take appropriate advice on the detail of ownership of the Drax
Hall and any covenants / other restrictions on expenditure of any
sale revenues; and

vi.

prepare a ‘project plan’ setting out actions, responsibilities and
timescales for successful delivery of a new village / community
hall; and

E. That the Parish Council agree to the principle of providing ‘seed
funding’ to enable a new Village / Community Hall Working Group to
execute the actions identified at D above and for training / capacity
building as may be required for members of the Working Group,
subject to all such costs being identified by the Working Group and
submitted to and prior approved by the Parish Council.
9.10 In brief, the Working Group consider that a proposal for a new village /
community hall on the basis set out in this report has strong justification and
would be a robust and sustainable financial proposition, subject to initial
capital funding. In the Group’s view it is most important that momentum with
this project is maintained.

Our findings

and recommendations are

commended to the Parish Council.
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APPENDICES
Appendix A – Terms of Reference for the Bere Regis Indoor Sports and
Community Facility working Group
For a working group to look into a possible new indoor sports and community
facility for Bere Regis
Various surveys carried out over the last 4 or 5 years indicate that a majority
of the residents of the parish would welcome a facility to deliver indoor sports,
adult education, and larger social and entertainment gatherings. Bere Regis
Parish Council wishes to understand if a new sports and community facility
has sufficient support in the community and from groups and organisations;
what activities such a facility might support; what features might be included in
it; what it might cost and where it might be located. To that end, we wish to
establish an independent working group to investigate this matter.
AIM
The aim of the working group is to undertake a study, and produce reports
and recommendations for the Parish Council on the following topics:
1. Review all existing indoor sports and community social facilities within
the parish and determine the extent to which they satisfy current users
needs and may meet future anticipated and potential user needs
2. What activities might a new indoor Sports and Community facility
support, both from within and outside the local community? What
benefits would such activities bring to the community?
3. To be capable of meeting those needs what features might be
incorporated in the design of the facility?
4. What might be the capital cost of such a facility?
5. What would be the likely revenue costs and income potential of such
a facility?
6. What are the possible locations in the parish and advantages and
disadvantages of each location?
COMPOSITION
The working group will comprise representatives from all sections of the
community, particularly potential users. It will be chaired by a person
nominated by the Parish Council, and will be supported by the Clerk.
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Invitations to join the group, and/or to contribute to the discussions will be
issued by the Chair.
TIMETABLE
The group should aim to be constituted by end of February 2016, and to
report to the Parish Council by end of August 2016
RESOURCES
The group should draw on the experiences of other communities in building
modern facilities, and look to expertise and knowledge available from such
bodies as Sport England. The group should look at and meet with those
responsible for similar facilities in nearby communities, including, for instance
the one at Cerne Abbas.
CONSULTATION
The Parish Forum on Saturday 20th February 2016 may provide a suitable
launch opportunity.
The group will want to engage with stakeholder groups and individuals during
the process, and may need to undertake public consultation by means of
questionnaire and/or drop-in session or sessions.
The group will make progress reports to the Parish Council at least every two
months.
OUTCOME
The outcome of this study should be a report and recommendations to the
Parish Council which may inform a presentation to residents, and, if
applicable, form the basis of an appeal for funds.

Ian Ventham
Bere Regis Parish Council Chairman
26th January 2016
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Appendix B – Collated Responses to Survey of Existing Venues

Venue

Bere Regis
Primary School
– New
Premises

Rooms
(all GF unless
otherwise
stated)
School Hall,
c 15x10m
300 standing,
180 seated

Regular
Users

School

Significant
Occasional
Events

Access

Kitchen
Facilities

Parking

Hire Costs

Recent /
Planned
Investment

Other Comments

Level

There are
two kitchen
areas. The
one adjacent
to the hall is
really for
heating only
and would
be able to
serve tea
and cakes
for instance.
There is a
cooking
kitchen in
the PreSchool but
probably not
sufficient to
cook for any
large
number

On site
would be
the
approx 14
spaces
outside
the
entrance

To be set by
the
Governors

New build
project construction
underway

New school due
to open 2017.
The limited
facilities
available for
public use would
only be so after
about 4.30 in
school weeks
and at weekends
and during
school holidays.
There will be
adult sized chairs
and tables. The
chairs would be
similar to those
in the scout hut foldable!
The hall is not
really suitable for
any ball (or
shuttlecock)
games because
of the height and
potential for
damage but
could be used by
keep-fit type
clubs. Outside
will be two full
sized
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netball/basketball
pitches which
could be utilised
by organised
sports groups but
will not be ‘open’
without
permission (so
no ad hoc
access for
children after
school or at
weekends)
Dorset Golf
and Country
Club

Restaurant,
with room for
a dance floor
150 seated

Private dinner
parties,
weddings,
corporate
events

Level

Baptisms (8
per year)
Weddings (5
per year)
Funerals (10
per year),
Occasional
Concerts,

Level

Restaurant

100+

Vary

Tea / coffee
making /
light
refreshments

None,
other
than for
hearse
and
limousine

Under
consideration

Fully
accessible
toilets

Fitness
Centre,
Sauna and
Training gym

St John the
Baptist CoE
Parish Church
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C 200 seated

Bowls
Resort, 3 rink
indoor
bowling
arena, up to
64 bowlers
Church
services
Wed AM
Monthly
Communion
followed by
soup lunch
Sun AM
weekly
services at
various times
(8, 10, & 11)
Plus Junior
Church

Remembrance
and
Christingle
services
(standing

WC
outside in
separate
building
(not
disabled)

On street
and in
village
car park

Page 1

Sound
amplification and
variable lighting
Heating is an
issue – can be
cold
Only
‘appropriate’
events allowed
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Bere Heath
Methodist
Chapel

Chapel room
8x5m

(monthly)
Sun even
Evensong
(twice
monthly)
Junior
Church

room only – as
at some
funerals)

Sat AM
(monthly)
Buggies and
Brunch

Approx 8
events per
year, mostly
small social
and fund
raising
functions, plus
other services
– Harvest and
Carol
Polling
Station,
monthly social
events, eg
race nights,
quizzes, darts
and pool
competitions
etc

Sun PM
(monthly)
Chapel
service
Sports Club

New Club
House
70sqm
85 for fire
regs, 50
seated

Old Club
House
55sqm
60 for fire
regs, 40
seated
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New Club
House
Social
activities for
members,
Dorset FA
district
meetings,
Dorset FA
Groundsmen
Assoc
meetings,
Dorset
Cricket Assoc
district
meetings,
Regular
venue for
BRSSC full
and sub
committees,
Golf Society
meetings,
Carriage
Driving
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Level –
both
Disabled
WC in
New Club
House

None

None

Not hired out

Very rudimentary
toilet facilities

Tea / coffee
making /
light
refreshment
- both

40 / 45

Variable
depending
upon
requirements

New Club House
has bar, large
screen
projection,
surround sound
amplification, PC
connectivity
Constraints General lack of
sufficient space
for outdoor
sporting facilities,
no indoor sports
area

Occasional
venue for
wedding
receptions,
christening
parties,
funeral wakes,
birthday
parties,
wedding
anniversary
parties, Easter
egg hunt for
children,
Halloween
Page 2
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Society
meetings,
First Aid
courses
Old Club
house
Brownies,
Rainbows,
Slimmers
World, Dorset
Fostering
Groups (x2),
Dorset youth
support
Groups,
Youth Club,
Cricket and
Football
refreshments,
WI tea
parties, table
top sales,
Weight
Watchers

Turberville
Court

Lounge
6x5m,
30 seated
Annexe
Room
4x4m,
8-10 seated

Mon PM
Woodbury
Hill Singers
(weekly)
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and New Year
parties, Dorset
Axemen
displays,
Bere Regis
twinning
association,
WI pancake
race, Primary
School
Outdoor
events,
National
sports relief
fun run event,
Bere Regis
Swimming
Club
presentation
and BBQ,
Village parties
for the
Queen’s
Jubilee and
Birthday,
Mother and
Toddler social
outdoor
gatherings, Air
Ambulance
charity event
Funeral wakes
and various
coffee
mornings

Good

Tea / coffee
making

Village
car park

£6ph

Mon Even
Foresters
(monthly)
Wed PM
Mothers’

Final Report
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Primarily a social
/meeting room
for residents
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Union
Thu PM
Golden Circle
social
meeting for
residents

Drax Hall

GF meeting
Room
7x6m
30 people
GF store
rooms
FF Main Hall
13x7m
60 seated at
tables, 80
cinema
seating
Maximum
capacity for
whole
building 100
persons

Sat AM
Councillor
Surgery
(monthly
All weekly
unless
otherwise
stated
Mon AM
Community
‘Pop-In’ Café
Mon even
Zumba
Tue even
Pilates
/Sewing Club
Tue even
WI (monthly)
Gardening
Club
(monthly)

Variety of
community
events, AGMs,
talks, film
shows, Jazz
nights, Polling
Station,
Childrens’
parties,
Christening
parties,
Alzheimer’s
society,
First Aid
Training,
Dorset Youth
Offenders
Society

GF –
ramped
access
FF – stairs
/ stair lift

Tea / coffee
making

No

£7ph
GF room
£8ph
FF room

Planned –
none, although
concerns about
condition of
roof

Toilets at
GF
including
disabled,
none at FF

Annual
maintenance
c £7,000
Various
problems with
building –
damp, poor
heating /
insulation, lack
of full access to
main hall,
restricted
space around
stage,
concerns about
roof condition,
fire escape is
rd
across 3 party

Wed PM
Autumn
Leaves
(Monthly)
Thu AM
Poppets
Group (baby
and toddlers)
Final Report

Recent –
window
replacement,
damp-proofing,
roof repairs
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Main Hall has
stage, sound and
lighting
Annual Income c
£7,500
Some conflicts
with more than
one group
wanting building /
rooms at same
time
Main concern is
that main hall is
at FF and
consequent
problems of
access for those
with restricted
mobility (Autumn
Leaves are
stopping their
meetings at the
Hall because of
poor
accessibility),
lack of parking /
congestion in
North Street,

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
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land
Thu even
Performers
Group
Thu even
(monthly)
Parish
Council

difficulty of
getting
equipment into
building,
complaints re
cold

Fri AM
Community
‘Pop-In’ Café
plus fresh
veg stall
Fri PM and
even
Ballroom
dancing
classes
Sat AM / PM
Training
classes for
dog trainers
Royal Oak PH
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Main Bar
10x6m
36 seated
plus standing
space

Main Bar –
General bar /
restaurant

Dining Room
5x6m
20 seated

Dining Room
– Breakfast
room for B&B

Skittle Alley
(basement)
15x5m
30-35 seated,
although
could

Skittle Alley –
skittle Mon
and Fri nights

Dining Room can hire out
for events
Skittle Alley –
skittles and
other events

Main Bar /
Dining
Room –
stepped
access
Skittle
alley level
access
available
from car
park

Full cooking
facilities

13

For village
related
events can
hire rooms
for free.
Extra for
drinks, food
and for bar
staff (if skittle
alley bar
requires
manning)
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Garden
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accommodate
more without
skittle alley in
place
Drax Arms PH

Main Bar
16x6m
40 / 60
seated

Main Bar –
General bar /
restaurant

Skittle Alley /
Stable Bar
16x5m
c 50 seated

Skittle Alley –
Wedding
receptions,
Christening
parties,
Folk nights,
Clubs and
Society
meetings

Congregational
Chapel

1 10x5.5m
2 6.5x5m
3 7.5x4m

Sun AM
Christian
Worship
Tue AM
Mother and
Toddler
Group
Thu PM Bible
study
Mon even
Church
Members
Search the
Scriptures
Group
Tue even
Bible study

Scout Hut

Main Hall –
15x7.5m,
80 seated,

AM: Sewing
Group and
Quilters

Final Report

Main Bar –
Charity
dinners / food
nights,
Live Music,
Quiz nights

Salt and
Pepper Club
monthly

Main bar Steps at
front plus
hand rail,
Temporary
ramp
available
to rear
door

Full cooking
facilities

4

Negotiable,
for stable bar
– depending
on
requirements
for food etc

Major
refurbishment
of main bar
Nov 2014

Stable bar
- step

None planned,
although would
like to upgrade
stable bar as it
is a
‘lost’opportunity

Stepped
access but
ramps
available
Limited
access to
WC off
room 3

Tea / coffee
making

10

Private hire
not allowed
by trust deed
and
constitution

Planned:
Replacement
of heating
boiler

Ramped
access.
Toilets not

Full cooking
facilities

5-7

£7 per hour

2011:
£40k Extension
for kitchen and

Page 6

Garden

No booking
allowed which
does not follow

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

Cyril Wood
Court
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Plus store
rooms

alternate
Wednesdays
Evening:
Scout Groups
Mon – Thu;
Bingo
alternate
Fridays;

DorSAR
monthly-ish
Church
Quarterly
Functions and
parties

to
regulations

Music room –
8x6m,
40 seated

None

Occasional
Music events
and
celebrations
(eg Jubilee, St
Georges Day)
Coffee
morning every
3 weeks or so.

Level
access
and
accessible
unisex WC

store
Planned: £7k
toilets
£5k cladding
£3k flooring

Available

Residents
only

No fixed hire
costs, as it is
primarily
intended for
use by the
residents of
Cyril Wood
Court, not for
regular hire.
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Part of a £1.9
million
redevelopment
of the site in
2010.

scouting ethos
(No party
political, no
‘adult’
entertainment)
Alcohol is
allowed. It’s a
Scout Hut – you
have your party
among scout
paraphernalia.
This is the
community room
of Cyril Wood
Court, a home
for artists,
musicians and
craftspeople, and
its primary
purpose is to be
part of the
accommodation
and amenities
provided for
those residents
of Cyril Wood
Court. Although
it is opened to
the public for
exhibitions and
concerts
organised by
residents, and
sometimes for
wider community
events, it is not
intended for
regular bookings
by non-residents.
Bookings would
not only deprive
residents of part
of their home,

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
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but also cut off
their access to
other facilities
which are
accessed via this
space.
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Appendix C – Copy of Survey Form of Existing Community Groups

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
Survey of Groups, Societies etc in the Parish

Please help us by completing this short survey form - we want to know your views

The Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group has been set up by
the Parish Council, although it is independent of it. It is tasked with carrying out a study and
producing a report and recommendations for the Parish Council. In brief, the study is a
feasibility study to establish whether there is community support for and a need for a new
indoor sports and community facility in the village and, should a need be identified, what
facilities it might provide, where it could be located and what the costs would be.
The Working Group believes it is vitally important for it to find out about and take account of
the views of all sections of the local community. To achieve that, it is carrying out a number
of surveys. This survey is being sent to all local groups, societies, organisations etc. Your
response will be treated in confidence and only presented in an aggregated form.
Should you have any queries regarding this survey or wish to know more about the work of
the Working Group meeting, please contact Mike Gee – 0775 988 4942 or
mike.gee@tesco.net

Please answer the following questions

1. Name of your Group … … … … … … …

2. What is the target age range for your Group
Pre School Age
Primary School Age
Secondary School Age
Adults 18 – 50 years
Adults 50 + years
3. How often does your Group meet / hold events … … … … … … …

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

31 December 2016

4. How many people attend an average Group meeting / event … … … … … … …

5. Where does you Group meet … … … … … … …

6. To what extent does your meeting venue meet your Group’s requirements … … …
…………

7. If your Group’s requirements are not fully met, please state in what way they are not
met … … … … … … …

8. Do you have any other comments or thoughts … … … … … … …

9. Please give a contact name / telephone number / e-mail address in case we need to
contact you again … … … … … … …

Thank you for completing the survey.
The Working Group will post updates of its work on the Village Facebook page, in the Parish
magazine and on the Parish Council website.
Please return the completed survey form to Mike Gee – mike.gee@tesco.net
or send to Olive Tree Cottage, 3 Shitterton, Bere Regis, Wareham, Dorset BH20 7HU
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Appendix D – Collated Responses to Survey of Community Groups

Name

Target
Age

Bere Regis
Youth Club

SS

Meeting Frequency
(weekly unless
otherwise stated)
Weekely

Average
Attendance

Venue

25-30

Sports Club

Venue meets
Group’s
requirements
The room itself
is adequate
and the
children like to
use the field,
However, we
are very
limited with
what we can
provide

If no - why

We have
extremely limited
storage and are
not able to keep
anything
valuable /
important on the
premises (such
as games
consoles / music
pods / lockable
cupboard for
documentation
and money floats
etc…).
We are also
unable to
provide comfy
areas such as
sofas / bean
bags etc…
We would like to
provide a
brighter, more
comfortable
space for youth
club, but this is
just not an
option with any
spaces currently
available within
the village.
We would also
benefit from
being able to
store sports

Other
Comments

Contact details

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
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equipment and
other resources.
To have a
purpose built
space would
improve the
service we
provide
dramatically
Bere Regis
Congregational
Church

All

Weekly

30

Church, Butt
Lane

Adequate at
the moment

Mothers’ Union

50+

Monthly

15

Day Room,
Turberville
Court

Yes

Pilates

18-50,
50+

Weekly

8

Drax Hall

Good size it
meets
requirements

Beavers

PS

Weekly, plus ad
hoc events

25

Scout Hut

9/10 - Most
requirements
are fulfilled

Cubs

PS

Weekly, plus ad
hoc events

25

Scout Hut

9/10 - Most
requirements
are fulfilled

Scouts

SS

Weekly, plus ad
hoc events

25

Scout Hut

9/10 - Most
requirements
are fulfilled

Final Report

May need more
space if
numbers grow

Ivan Stevens
ivan.stevens@talktalk.net
01202 695903
Nancy Gibson
01929 472105
nancyegibson@msn.com

A little extra
space would be
welcomed but
not critical.
Internet
Connectivity
would be ideal
A little extra
space would be
welcomed but
not critical.
Internet
Connectivity
would be ideal
A little extra
space would be
welcomed but
Page 1

Even though
the hall is good
for my needs I
think a new
sports area
would be
beneficial for
groups for
children
Scouts have 2
main
requirements:
Storage and
Hall space. We
have both in
current facility
Scouts have 2
main
requirements:
Storage and
Hall space. We
have both in
current facility
Scouts have 2
main
requirements:

Liz Jones
07717205026
lizzie@vetphysio.org.uk

Neal Unitt-Jones Group Scout
Leader
01929 472273
nujjer@gmail.com
mail@nu-j.co.uk

Neal Unitt-Jones Group Scout
Leader
01929 472273
nujjer@gmail.com
mail@nu-j.co.uk

Neal Unitt-Jones Group Scout
Leader
01929 472273

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
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not critical.
Internet
Connectivity
would be ideal
A little extra
space would be
welcomed but
not critical.
Internet
Connectivity
would be ideal
No problem with
the scout hut
venue

Explorers

SS

Weekly, plus ad
hoc events

25

Scout Hut

9/10 - Most
requirements
are fulfilled

Bere Regis
Wildlife and
Environment
Group

All, other
than Pre

8 to 10 times a
year, usually
monthly

10-25

Scout hut,
Drax Hall or
on outside
working
parties

Scout hut is
best as it is
close to the
nature reserve

St John the
Baptist Church

All

Every week and at
other occasions for
children and adults

In the
church or in
people’s
houses

The church is
difficult to heat
but otherwise
is very
appropriate

Apart from the
heating, all is
fine and when
urgent roofing
etc is done
...hopefully in
2017

Salt and
Pepper Club

50+

Third Thu each
month

Varies
between
10/20 and
80+
depending
on what
service is
offered and
other
events vary
enormously
60-65

Scout Hut

Easy access –
all on one
level

Bere Regis
Floral Group

50+

Monthly

30+

Village Hall,
Winterborne
Kingston

The hall has a
kitchen and
also a stage

Limited parking,
Toilets not
suitable – no
disabled,
New cooker will
make a big
difference,
Have reached
capacity
The hall could
ideally be bigger
with a
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Storage and
Hall space. We
have both in
current facility
Scouts have 2
main
requirements:
Storage and
Hall space. We
have both in
current facility
Village
deserves a
better meeting
hall for multiuse – many
Dorset villages
have upgraded
to a much more
modern hall.
With better
heating the
church could
be used for
more
‘appropriate’
events

nujjer@gmail.com
mail@nu-j.co.uk

Neal Unitt-Jones Group Scout
Leader
01929 472273
nujjer@gmail.com
mail@nu-j.co.uk

Tony Bates
0199 471563
Tonybates19@gmail.com

Canon Charles Masheder
01929 472883
chasmash@ic24.net

Brenda House
stockleyfarmpartners@gmail.com
01929 471255

The Club
started in Bere
Regis and it

Diane Edmonds
01092 472331
edmonds473@btinternet.com
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that is set up
for each
meeting
Gardening
Club

Final Report

18-50
50+

Monthly

35

Drax Hall

Not really

permanent
stage. Also
parking is not
very good
1. The upstairs
meeting room the stairs
present a
problem to older
members. The
stair lift is slow
and blocks the
stairs when in
use.
2. The heating in
winter is ‘hit and
miss’, too hot too
cold.
3. There is no
sound system for
use by speakers
or provision of a
fixed data
projector. The
projection screen
is on the side
wall which is not
always suitable.
Linked to this is
the difficulty of
dimming the
lights during
presentations.
4. The catering
facilities are all
down stairs and
very limited
5. Parking is a
major problem,
the village car
park if now full
for a lot of the
time.
Page 3

would be nice
to hold
meetings in the
village again
The Drax Hall
is not fit for
purpose any
more, it is too
small. The
village has
always needed
a new one.
The group
would move to
the scout hut if
it was
available.

Ron Margetts
01929 472508
marycandronm@gmail.com
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6. Lack of street
lighting in North
Street.
Book Club

18-50
50+

Monthly

8

Members’
houses

Autumn
Leaves

50+
(although
most are
70+)

Weekly Wed

35

Drax Hall,
Upper Hall

Woodbury Hill
Singers

Generally fully
meets our
needs
No

Ron Margetts
01929472508
marycandronm@gmail.com
Sylvia Bayliss
sbayliss194@outlook.com
01929 472697

Because some
members find
the stairs
difficult, (despite
the stair lift), it
has been
decided to move
the meetings to
the Scout Hut
from November.
The toilets being
only on the
ground floor was
another point
which swayed
the decision.

Rehearsals
at
Turberville
Court
Occasionally
sing at Drax
Hall

Piano kept in
the communal
lounge which is
furnished with
comfortable
chairs, and
much enjoyed
by all the
members

Sylvia Bayliss
sbayliss194@outlook.com
01929 472697

Rotary Club of
Wareham

50+

Weekly

20

Springfield
Hotel

OK

Food could be
better at times

David King
www.warehamrotary.co.uk
01929 471087
07973 189395

Pop In Place
Poppets Group

Pre

Weekly during
term time

12 families

Drax Hall
Lower Room

Size
adequate, but
room is damp

Atmosphere is
damp and not
suitable for
babies and
young children. It
is cold in winter.
Storage limited

Sarah Leigh
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Pop In Place
Performers
Group

All

Thu even
Some Saturdays
for extra
rehearsals

45

Drax Hall,
Upper Hall

Hall size is
adequate,
stage is useful
but small.
Rental
reasonable.

Pop In Place
Community
Cafe

All

Mon AM
Fri AM

Mon 25
Fri 50-60

Drax Hall,
Lower Room
other than
for special
events held
in Upper
Hall

Size is
suitable, hire
costs very
reasonable

Parish Council

SS / 1850 / 50+

Monthly

12 - 20

Drax Hall
monthly,
other
occasional
meetings in
Scout Hut,
small group
meetings in
homes

Drax Hall
mostly, with
some
limitations

Final Report

Scout Hut
entirely for day
time meetings
but low
availability for
evenings

for toys etc.
Restricted space
at the back of
the stage. Hard
to keep the Hall
heated. Access
to FF difficult for
elderly /
disabled, difficult
carrying
resources
upstairs, and
safety concerns
re egress by
disabled in event
of fire (only via a
stair lift).
As building is
239 years old,
problems with
damp. Kitchen is
limited to
preparing drinks,
not food.
Storage limited
and damp.
Access issues
for disabled.
Drax Hall
1. Disabled
access poor.
2. Parking poor,
kitchen only
adequate.
3. Sound
insulation poor
when lower hall
in use
simultaneously.
4. Air/con and
heating erratic.
5. Difficult
access if for
Page 5

Alison Bennett
01929 472023
popinplace@gmail.com

Alison Bennett
01929 472023
popinplace@gmail.com

Ian Ventham
01929 471480
ianrventham@gmail.com

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

31 December 2016

instance
sound/projection
equipment Has
to be carried
upstairs
Scout Hut - low
availability for
evenings
Bere Regis
Bell Ringers

PS / SS /
18-50 /
50+

6 / various

Parish
Church

No alternative

John England
01929 471469
st_george@stanbarrow.f9.co.uk

PS

Weekly ringing
practices in Church
Tower / Before
Church Services
and at Weddings
and special events.
Possible larger
meetings
(infrequent) held in
the Parish Church
Weekly

1st Piddle
Valley
Rainbows

5

Sports Club

Very well

1st Bere Regis
Brownies

PS

Weekly

11

Sports Club

Very well

2nd Bere
Regis Guides

SS

Weekly

9

Sports Club

Very well

Kingsbere
Quilters

50+

Monthly

16

Scout Hut

The size and
the large
window give
good natural
light. Having
the entrance
on one level is
helpful for
some of our
older
members

Sue Bonfield
01929 427281
07890829515
s.bonfield@yahoo.co.uk
Sue Bonfield
01929 427281
07890829515
s.bonfield@yahoo.co.uk
Sue Bonfield
01929 427281
07890829515
s.bonfield@yahoo.co.uk
Diane Edmonds 01929 472331
edmonds473@btinternet.com
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The hall is cold
in the winter and
does not have
enough heaters.
This is
noticeable to a
small group like
this one because
we spend the
meeting sitting
and some of our
members are
Page 6

A purpose built
hall would be
very attractive
to the group
especially if
there was a
choice of
rooms.
Because of our
size we do not
need a large
hall. We sit at
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31 December 2016

elderly

Drax Folk
Night

SS / 1850 / 50+

Monthly

40 – 50

Drax PH
Skittle alley

90% of times
in meet our
requirements

It can get very
cold in the skittle
alley.

tables and
work by hand
or use sewing
machines.
The question
you have not
asked is would
we move to
another venue?
My answer
would be only if
it provides
facilities for
free and it
serves real ale,
lagers, soft
drinks and hot
drinks.
The skittle alley
is sometimes
used by local
bands for
rehearsals. A
small charge
may be made
but often it
isn't.
Last year the
Folk Night
organised a
concert with a
target audience
of 60 - 80
people paying
on the door or
in advance. In
the end we had
to hire
Briantspuddle
village hall for
two main
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Pip Evans
01929 471088
pip_evans@btinternet.com
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Drax Guitar
Club

SS / 1850 / 50+

Weekly

10 – 20

31 December 2016

Drax PH
skittle alley
and main
bar

90% of times
in meet our
requirements

It can get very
cold in the skittle
alley.
As the guitar
club uses the bar
it sometimes
clashes with
other events
such as darts
and/or very busy
restaurant

reasons: car
parking and the
lack of a bar in
the village.
The Drax Arms
wasn't large
enough and
difficult to have
ticketed event
in a public
house. The
Drax Hall has
no car parking
and no bar.
The Scout Hut
was also not
suitable due to
parking and
lack of bar. So
reluctantly we
moved to
Briantspuddle
and had a very
successful
evening selling
nearly 100
tickets.
The question
you have not
asked is would
we move to
another venue?
My answer
would be only if
it provides
facilities for
free and it
serves real ale,
lagers, soft
drinks and hot
drinks.
The skittle alley
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Pip Evans / 01929 471088 /
pip_evans@btinternet.com

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

Drax Slow Jam
Banjo Group

WI
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SS / 1850 / 50+

50+

Weekly

Monthly, plus
occasional events

10 - 20

20 - 50

31 December 2016

Drax PH
Skittle alley

Drax Hall

90% of times
in meet our
requirements

No

It can get very
cold in the skittle
alley.

No parking, the
hall is damp (not
healthy), the hall
is dark, room
sizes extreme
(too small or too
large), no
reliable disabled
access,
insufficient toilets
– (none
Page 9

is sometimes
used by local
bands for
rehearsals. A
small charge
may be made
but often it
isn't.
The question
you have not
asked is would
we move to
another venue?
My answer
would be only if
it provides
facilities for
free and it
serves real ale,
lagers, soft
drinks and hot
drinks.
The skittle alley
is sometimes
used by local
bands for
rehearsals. A
small charge
may be made
but often it
isn't.
The existing
building cannot
be improved
and therefore it
cannot be
brought up to
modern
building
standards.
Health and
Safety is

Pip Evans / 01929 471088 /
pip_evans@btinternet.com

Bere Regis WI
Dian Pitts
pitts.dian@gmail.com
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upstairs), kitchen
facilities inadequate
downstairs none upstairs
Abbreviations for age groups:
Pre – Pre School
PS – Primary School
SS – Secondary School
Adult – 18-50
Adult – 50+
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probably well
below modern
standards

Appendix E – Copy of Community Consultation Survey Form

What do you think about a new Indoor Sports
and Community Facility for Bere Regis?
Have Your Say … … …

8 July 2016
Dear Bere Regis Parishioner
We, the Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group, have
been asked to advise the Parish Council on whether there is a need, and support
within the community, for development of a new indoor sports and community facility.
We have surveyed the managers and users of all the meeting places in Bere Regis.
They told us that they are generally happy with the existing venues, with the
exception of the Drax / Village Hall which has some limitations due to its age, size
and layout.
We are sending this survey to every household in Bere Regis Parish and need you
to reply to help decide what will happen. Your answers will enable us to gauge public
demand for any new hall, the way in which it is likely to be used and the facilities it
might provide. So tell us what you think, as your opinion counts.
Details of where to return the completed paper survey form to or how to respond
online, if you wish, are provided at the end of the survey form.

Yours sincerely,

Mike Gee
on behalf of the Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
email:
mike.gee@tesco.net
phone:
0775 988 4942

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group
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What do you think about a new Indoor Sports
and Community Facility for Bere Regis?
Please complete the survey as a household, answering as many questions as you
can.
There is space at the end for any further comments or suggestions you may have.

1. Do you feel there is a need for a modern village hall in Bere Regis as a
replacement for the Drax Hall?
Yes

No

No Opinion

Please tick one box

2. If a new village hall were to be provided, what features would you wish to
see included?
Good parking

Full disabled
facilities

Modern catering kitchen

Stage

Up-to-date sound and
projection equipment

Outdoor area

access

and

Please tick as many boxes as you think apply
If you have any other suggestions, please give them at question 6

3. How often do you / your household use the Drax Hall?
Weekly

Monthly

Annually

Never

Please tick one

4. How often would you / your household use a new village hall with modern
facilities compared to your use of the Drax Hall?
More Often

The Same

Less Often

Please tick one
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5. Do you think there are any activities in Bere Regis or gaps in existing
provision that could be better met by a new village hall with modern
facilities?
Leisure Activities
and Social Groups

Entertainment

Function Space

Indoor Sports

Youth groups

Dancing

Badminton

Baby
and
toddler
Coffee mornings

Disco

Wedding
receptions
Funeral wakes

Lunch clubs
Jumble / bric a
brac sales
Farmers’
markets
Alternative
medicine
Health and wellbeing groups
Weight
loss
groups
Keep fit

Films
Pantomime

Live music

Indoor / short
mat bowls
Table tennis

Family
celebrations
Parties
Business
meetings
Citizens’ advice

Plays

Snooker

Comedy

Please tick as many boxes as you think apply
If you have any other suggestions, please give them below
6. Have you any other Comments or Suggestions?

7. Could you tell us something about your household?
Working Age, no children at home
Working Age, children at home
Retirement Age
Please tick one
How many are
in your
household?
Please tick one
Final Report
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If you would like to be kept informed about the work of the Bere Regis Indoor
Sports and Community Facility Working Group, please write your email or postal
address below. Please note your survey response will remain anonymous.

Your completed survey form should be returned to
the collection boxes in the village Post Office, the
Mace shop and the Doctors’ Surgery, or to any
Parish Councillor.

The survey can be completed on line at:
http://www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk/projects/in
door-sports-and-community-facility/questionnaire/
Look out for a link on the village Facebook site.

The final date for return of the survey form is
Saturday 23 July 2016.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this
survey and helping to decide on the future of the
Bere Regis community.
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Appendix F – Collated Responses to Community Survey
Response Rate
Total number of households in Bere Regis:

803 (2011 census)

Total number of responses received:

252 (31.4% response rate)

Total number of residents in Bere Regis:

1745 (2011 census)

Total number of responses received:

611 (35.0% response rate)

Note – 5 responses did not specify the numbers in the household. In calculating the total
number of residents represented by the survey responses we have assumed that the
numbers in those households were as per the average for all other responses – ie 2.4
persons per respondent household).

Respondent Household composition
Working Age, no
children at home
52

Working Age,
children at home
84

Retirement Age

Number of responses
111
Percentage of total
respondents providing
21.1%
34.0%
44.9%
information
Note – the above figures are of those who responded to the question; 5 respondents didn’t
provide an answer to this question
Note – 22.8% of the resident population in Bere Regis are 65+

Number in household

1

2

3

4

5

6 or
more
3
1.2%

Number of responses
61
99
31
40
13
Percentage of total
24.7%
40.1%
12.6%
16.2%
5.3%
respondents providing
information
Note – the above figures are of those who responded to the question; 5 respondents didn’t
provide an answer to this question
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Community Survey Question 1 –
Do you feel there is a need for a modern village hall in Bere Regis as a replacement
for the Drax Hall?

Number of
responses
Percentage of total
responses

Yes
216

No
21

No Opinion
15

85.7%

8.3%

5.9%

Respondents supporting a new village hall
6%
8%

Yes

1

No

2

No Opinion

3

86%
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Community Survey Question 2 –
If a new village hall were to be provided, what features would you wish to see
included?
Good
parking

Modern
catering
kitchen

Up-to-date
sound and
projection
equipment

Fill
disabled
access
and
facilities
215

Stage

Outdoor
area

Number of
213
206
185
177
155
responses
Percentage
of total
88.4%
85.5%
76.8%
89.2%
73.4%
64.3%
responses
Note – the above figures are of those who responded to the question; 11 respondents didn’t
provide an answer to this question

Features respondents wished to see included in
any new new hall
88%

89%

85%
77%

73%
64%

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 – Good parking, 2 – Modern catering kitchen, 3 - Up-to-date sound and projection
equipment, 4 - Fill disabled access and facilities, 5 – Stage, 6 - Outdoor area
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Community Survey Question 3 –
How often do you / your household use the Drax Hall?
Weekly
53

Monthly
75

Annually
86

Never
29

Number of
responses
Percentage of
21.8%
30.9%
35.4%
11.9%
total responses
Note – the above figures are of those who responded to the question; 9 respondents didn’t
provide an answer to this question

How often the respondents use the Drax
Hall
12%
22%

Weekly
Monthly
Annually
Never

35%

1
2
3
4

31%
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Community Survey Question 4 How often would you / your household use a new village hall with modern facilities
compared to your use of the Drax Hall?
More Often
The Same
Less Often
Number of
178
61
4
responses
Percentage of total
73.3%
25.1%
1.6%
responses
Note – the above figures are of those who responded to the question; 9 respondents didn’t
provide an answer to this question

Use of a new Hall compared to
the Drax Hall
2%

25%

More Often

1

The Same

2

Less Often

3

73%
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Community Survey Question 5 –
Do you think there are any activities in Bere Regis or gaps in existing provision that
could be better met by a new village hall with modern facilities?
a. Leisure Activities and Social Groups

Number of
responses
Percentage
of total
responses

Number of
responses
Percentage
of total
responses

Youth
Groups
133

Baby and
toddler
103

Coffee
mornings
118

Lunch clubs
115

Jumble / bric
a brac sales
109

52.8%

40.9%

46.8%

45.6%

43.3%

Farmers’
markets

Alternative
medicine

Weight loss
groups

Keep fit

151

73

Health and
well-being
groups
129

115

179

59.9%

29.0%

51.2%

45.6%

71.0%

Leisure Activities and Social Groups:
Uses respondents thought there were gaps
in provision or could be better provided in a
new Hall
Keep Fit, 71%

Alternative
Medicine, 29%

Weight Loss
Groups, 46%
Health and Wellbeing Groups, 51%
Farmers' Market,
60%

Jumble / Bric-a-Brac
Sales, 43%
Lunch Clubs, 46%
Coffee Mornings,
47%
Baby and Toddler
Groups, 41%
Youth Groups, 53%
0%
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b. Entertainment

Number of
responses
Percentage of
total responses

Number of
responses
Percentage of
total responses

Dancing
133

Disco
93

Live music
144

Films
145

52.8%

36.9%

57.1%

57.5%

Pantomime
117

Plays
143

Comedy
108

46.4%

56.7%

42.9%

Entertainment:
Uses respondents thought there were gaps
in provision or could be better provided in a
new Hall
Comedy, 43%
Plays, 57%
Pantomine, 46%
Films, 58%
Live music, 57%
Disco, 37%
Dancing, 53%
0%
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c. Function Space

Number of
responses
Percentage of
total responses

Number of
responses
Percentage of
total responses

Wedding receptions
160

Funeral wakes
147

Family celebrations
165

63.5%

58.3%

65.5%

Parties
156

Business meetings
108

Citizens’ advice
122

61.9%

42.9%

48.4%

Function Space:
Uses Respondents thought there were gaps
in provision or could be better provided in a
new Hall
Citizens' Advice,
48%
Business Meetings,
43%
Parties, 62%
Family
Celebrations, 66%
Funeral Wakes,
58%
Wedding
Receptions, 64%
0%
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d. Indoor Sports
Badminton
Number of
responses
Percentage of
total responses

Table Tennis

Snooker

152

Indoor / short
mat bowls
131`

136

104

60.3%

52.0%

54.0%

41.3%

Indoor Sports:
Uses respondents thought there were gaps
in provision or could be better provided in a
new Hall
Snooker, 42%
Table Tennis, 54%
Indoor / Short Mat
Bowls, 52%
Badminton, 60%
0%
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Community Survey Question 6 Have you any other Comments or Suggestions?

Comments Supportive of a New Hall
Total: 19 comments
Summary of Comments:
There is a need for a new hall to provide for a wide range of uses that are not adequately
accommodated for within existing facilities.

All Comments Received:
There is a need for large scale parties seating 110 for weddings and dinner dance type
events. Annual sports club dinner, twinning functions, garden club, harvest suppers
It would be good if the new venue were able to cater for all ages and activities, that way any
newcomers or anyone in surrounding villages would know exactly where to attend.
Bere Regis is a lovely place to live, the village would benefit with a new hall.
This village needs a village hall with parking, a venue that has a hall and land big enough to
put a marquee.
Bere Regis is a lovely place to live. A new village hall would be an asset.
A proper community hall is long overdue which is light, accessible (no stairs) and has up to
date facilities. We must be the only village WITHOUT a decent community facility; why so
many use the Scout Hut ... ...
A new facility would be the hub of the village!
Although the Drax Hall does provide some of the above activities, new, larger and up to date
facilities would make it better for all.
In a village like Bere Regis, with poor public transport links there is a dire need for a modern
facility. Because of this it should include as many activities as possible to encourage
widespread use.
A new hall would open up more opportunities for the community, which is very much
needed.
Definitely need a new hall.
There is absolutely nowhere to hold any celebrations and you have to book things outside of
the village.
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An alternative / new hall has been needed for many years.
A village of this size and vibrancy should have a modern facility which provides a community
hub for ALL ages.
Bere Regis is long overdue for a decent suitable village hall with good facilities which all the
villagers can be proud of
A larger indoor facility that could be hired for sports / exercise / yoga / pilates would be
amazing asset to village. We would definitely use it!
We were amazed when we moved to the village 16 years ago that there was no village hall having lived around the county in smaller villages that have superb facilities. We have found
the village hall to be the hub of the community so let's get on with it - long overdue.
All uses would be better served by a new hall with sports facilities. The existing meeting
places, ie Drax Hall and Scout Hut are becoming increasingly used. Bere Regis village is
larger than many surrounding villages that have better and more modern halls (some of
these should be looked at as how they are used and what facilities they offer - I can advise
on which should be looked at if you like). Bere Regis deserves a better meeting hall. Existing
facilities seem inadequate for the size of our village.
As we live in an area with a rising ageing population, would be great to have a hall where
activities etc could be organised for this group.
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Comments Opposing a new Hall
Total: 5 comments
Summary of Comments:
No need for another hall as there is existing adequate provision.
All Comments Received:
To my knowledge there are alternatives to the Drax Hall - Sports Club, Scout Hut,
community room at Cyril Wood Court. So I, personally, don't see the need for another
building.
Before commenting further I would like to register my opposition to yet more modern
buildings in place of the history and village appearance. Also, you fail to mention possible
sites? Is this intentional? Please stop ripping out the old and replacing it with dubious
modern quality.
I don't think we need another facility for functions there are already 4 places in the village
where you can have these things.
I think that Bere Regis has enough halls or places to rent already; I suspect that a new hall
may be a bit of a white elephant.
Replacement for Drax Hall in due course, not a priority.
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Indoor Sports Suggestions
Total: 41 comments
Summary of Comments:
An indoor sports facility is needed in Bere Regis. A wide range of sports uses were
suggested, as shown by the following table.
Summary of Suggestions Received for Indoor Sports Uses
Suggested Use

Number of Times Suggested

Gym

21

Swimming Pool

10

Indoor Football

6

Tennis

4

Netball

2

Basketball

2

Circuit training

2

Indoor cricket

2

Skittles

2

Astro pitch

1

Martial Arts

1

Go Kart track

1

Multi use games area

1

Exercise Class

1

All Comments Received:
I believe there is a need for a properly maintained swimming pool and gym in this village. On
any evening Purbeck Sports Centre is full of members from here. This facility would be used
by neighbouring villages and create employment. Far more important than a new village hall!
Bere Regis is nearing a population of 2,000 - with the nearest gym at the golf club, and
sports facilities at Purbeck, a new village hall is essential. Plus, there are very limited
facilities for live music, wedding receptions, etc. We desperately need modern facilities in
the village.
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I think the community should have a gym and a swimming pool in Bere Regis , I think a lot of
people would use if there was one in the village
Possibly indoor football, netball and basketball.
Tennis court(s).
Gym
Swimming Pool
Bowls
Local gym
Indoor football (5 a side), gym area, space for circuit training.
It'd be good if the new village hall were big enough to encourage martial arts clubs to use it.
It'd be good if it could be used for more fitness/gym type activities.
Gym with membership and swimming pool would be amazing.
Ping-pong for seniors.
We would like to see tennis courts also considered.
I think should have a gym and swimming pool, as the nearest is in Wareham. If you don't
have transport to get there. I think a lot of people would use especially youngest.
I don't believe the question is for a new village hall. What we need is a good gym and a pool.
plenty of space at the school site for that, would be employment and economic benefits.
More exercise classes in the village, a modern gym, better facilities available for kids' parties
Maybe short tennis for indoor sports.
I think a sports hall would be amazing for the village as it would mean many more people
can use the facilities. I think a gym with all the modern machines in it would be very popular
and with a monthly charge you would be guaranteed income if the price was right. If there
was a bigger hall more exercise classes can be done. Currently there is only really circuit
training and due to it being held in a school hall it is only term time once a week which is a
real shame. Many more exercise classes can be done including Pilates which you buy in
block of 10 or so sessions also guaranteeing the income. You could have gentle easy
classes and high impact classes to suit everyone's needs and get us all a little healthier.
With a suitable car park you would attract people outside Bere Regis and bring business and
employment into the village. In an ideal work a swimming pool would be amazing but this is
a large structure. If the hall was bigger and on ground level you would attract more parties as
bouncy castles and trampolining parties are very popular and not suitable for a hall on the
first floor.
The closest gym to Bere Regis is Purbeck Sports Centre in Wareham, many people cannot
drive and the lack of affordable/regular public transport makes it inaccessible. Access to
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sports/gym facilities would be beneficial to the health and well-being of many residents. Also
it would provide a safe place for kids to enjoy active extra-curricular activities without parents
having to drive them somewhere.
It would be great to have a gym people can walk to that includes all the latest gym machines.
If there was a good sized sports hall it could hold more exercise classes. The village only
really does one high impact classes and this is circuit training. Due to it being held in a
school it is only term time only which is a real shame and it does really need to be held in a
bigger hall. I'm sure the centre would attract people to use it from outside Bere Regis if the
price of the classes or monthly gym costs were right. I would love a gym and classes to
attend without getting the car out. The classes could be aimed at all ages, Pilates is very
popular and you book it in blocks of 10 sessions so you would be guaranteed the income. If
the hall was big enough I think you could rent it out more for children's parties. Bouncy
castles are very popular for parties and having a hall on the first floor is not very suitable for
this. Having facilities for the whole family would be ideal. In a perfect world a swimming
would be amazing but I understand that might be a bit too big structure for the village.
We travel outside the village for 7 sports/ things to do: Rugby, swimming, tennis, badminton,
crazy golf, bowling, pool. We don't use the current places enough however would love to be
able to ‘send the kids’ without the 18 mile round trip. This village needs a gym and sports
centre or at least somewhere to do some sports that aren't football / cricket.
A new Sports Centre is required not a replacement for the Drax Hall. Yet another done deal,
like Bere School and Sandford School!
Other sports when set outside especially for children during the holidays
Indoor sport training facility for football and cricket
A gym would be appreciated
Gym equipment for keep fit
Skittle alley.
Indoor football, basketball
Removable skittle alley for WI etc
Gym equipment.
An indoor 6-a-side football pitch would be VERY BENEFICIAL plus a tennis court. More
sports facilities should be provided for winter use (ie indoors!).
Indoor cricket and football to enable practice when weather not suitable for outside.
Basketball/netball
Indoor go cart track.
Astro pitches
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Since the title of this questionnaire infers an indoor sports facility I would like to see more
reference to possible sporting activities. A gym would be of huge benefit to the village, along
with an indoor multi use games area for a wide variety of different activities as well as
community events. The Drax Hall caters for community events adequately, so it would be
preferable to prioritise the indoor sports facilities and provide a healthy living opportunity to
every resident whilst maybe encouraging children in to sports they would not otherwise
have easy accessibility and opportunity to try.
A swimming pool/gym would be a great asset to the village, and would be more accessible
than the nearest pool / gym in Wareham.
I thought this was about a sports centre not a new village hall. Maybe a gym and something
for the children too.
We need more for the young and old alike! A gym - swimming pool is needed.
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Suggested Other Uses
Total: 18 comments
Summary of Comments:
A wide range of other uses were suggested for a new hall, including adult education,
summer kids’ club, arts, crafts, music, dance and various fitness classes.

All Comments Received:
Adult education classes - library - information centre
Craft groups/classes
Afternoon tea dances
Craft classes e.g art, quilting
Study groups, art groups, village choir etc (all ages).
Considering the wealth of musical talent within the village, it would be great to have more
structured and better run music evenings where those with ability can share their knowledge
with those learning ...such instruments as guitar, ukulele, flute.
Twinning supper
NADFAS talks
Film bites
Dance classes, yoga, pilates and creative activities (eg photography, painting and
needlework groups).
Art classes, drawing classes, flower arranging classes, whist and bridge classes for
beginners upwards.
Sales of crafts, food, antiques etc - where people pay for a stall.
We need to remember that this facility should serve old and young village residents, it
shouldn't just be for coffee mornings!!!!!
There is a need for more health based activities and, in fact, in general a need for a
productive flexible community centre.
An outdoor area should be of a size capable of providing space for village sized events, eg
fetes, childrens' games, carnivals etc.
A keep fit class during the day, not only evenings.
Library facilities.
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Summer holiday group to help working parents
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Comments about the Drax Hall
Total: 16 comments
Summary of Comments:
The Drax Hall is regarded as outdated, with particular problems of accessibility to the first
floor for those with limited mobility along with damp, limited space, inadequate facilities,
unwelcoming appearance and poor parking.

All Comments Received:
Drax Hall is not particularly inviting and only has space for limited numbers.
I regularly attend Pop In and Autumn Leaves and I find it so hard to do the stairs, as I have
walking aids and struggle. I live alone and it is so important I can socialise in the village.
Also, when Max collects me we struggle to park near the Hall.
We like the Drax Hall but it is dated and not easily accessible for disabled people upstairs,
while downstairs is too small for so many events.
Use the Drax Hall for childrens' parties, but it is old and dirty.
As secretary / booking secretary of the current village hall I have had enquiries about the
suitability of the hall for events that at the moment we cannot cater for - so it would be lovely
to be able to help more people.
Stop wasting money on the Drax Hall! Build a purpose built facility for the whole community,
with parking and outdoor space.
Parking is a great problem in North Street for the existing hall.
The current facility at the Drax Hall is unwelcoming in its architecture and facilities.
The stairs at present make taking things up into the upstairs room from downstairs (having to
go up and down the stairs) more time-consuming and tiring when setting up/packing away.
The existing hall is dreadful. Compared to modern halls in other villages, it simply is not fit for
purpose, and should have been decommissioned years ago. Once again the existing hall is
dreadful.
I think we miss out on Artsreach and other things because the Drax Hall is not suitable.
It's a devil of a job to park near the Drax Hall. I walk with a stick and it is difficult to get there.
The Drax Hall is long past its 'sell by' date - pokey, awful stairs and no parking.
Autumn Leaves members have great difficulty in managing the stairs in the Drax Hall, also
speakers with equipment. I usually support the 'Pop In' shows at times during the year.
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Drax Hall is currently the most unsuitable due to age, dampness, lack of access to upstairs
for disabled, poor performance facilities, and parking.
The Drax Hall is antiquated and many times inconvenient for access upstairs.
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Comments about the Survey
Total: 5 comments
Summary of Comments:
Three of the comments considered the survey to be misleading or bias, in that it was too
focused on the replacement of the Drax Hall rather than on an indoor sports facility. The
other two commented on the particular phrasing of other questions.

All Comments Received:
I am sorry but I think this survey is massively bias. All of the questions are based on the
Drax Hall replacement. The existing venue is fine and debating spending limited resources
on replacing this when so few people use it is disproportionate to the real need for a multi
sports venue. This survey is a wasted opportunity to gather opinion on what the villagers
feels about having a local sports venue for all of us. It's a shame.
This survey is misleading as it is portrayed to be requesting a Sports Centre, ie pool, gym,
classes etc sports facilities; unlike the joke down the rec which is used for all the drinkers in
the village. Not everyone is an old soak and drinks (then drives) while the pub is open.
Where are the ladies to go when school closes down?
Regarding question 3, I attend functions at the Drax Hall more than once a year, (probably 34 times a year) but not as frequently as monthly. So I felt I needed to tick annually to be as
accurate as I could.
The title of this survey is wrong as all your questions are about replacing the Drax Hall not
about sports facilities. I am not sure this survey covers what people are talking about, indoor
squash courts, a small gym, maybe a pool (although a little ambitious).
Qu 5 does not stress the phrase 'better met' and might be misleading. None of the options in
Qu 1 and 2 are costed and so we cannot make a sensible choice. Possible locations are not
mentioned.
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Suggestions for features to be included in any new
Hall
Total: 26 comments
Summary of Comments:
A wide range of suggestions were made for hall features, including it being on one level to
aid accessibility, good levels of natural lighting, being large enough for events / parties etc
with space for 100 – 150 people, meeting room(s) separate from the main hall, decent
kitchen facilities, temporary staging, decent heating, a bar, adequate storage and good
parking, Outdoor space was suggested, although it was also stated this should not be for
sports as they are provided for at the Sports Club.

All Comments Received:
Something along the lines of Morden village hall would be good - clean, fresh, available to
all, and large enough for events and parties.
Outdoor area to be large enough for 100+ people.
Lots of natural light, i.e. windows and skylights
Good parking essential for new village hall and easy road access (not in Elder Road).
Better lighting, heating and provision of power points than any of the existing venues would
be needed.
A hall where you can see out of windows, something bright with easy access. Villages
smaller than ours have lovely modern halls.
A temporary stage (custom built) does not take up useful space that may, on another day, be
part of a badminton court.
Be good to have a private room to meet with parish council/ District Councillor/ MP etc.
Could also be used for medical advice; CAB; dietary advice.
Adequate tables and chairs for social events and / or concert seating events. Provision must
include storage facilities for these items.
Village halls that work particularly well are those with a main large hall with stage but with
one / two small meeting / breakout rooms. Ground floor essential. Good natural light plus
easy use tables / chairs / equipment / heating - air con; water boilers in catering areas
essential and commercial dishwasher in catering are desirable. Good locker storage for
regular use groups that have equipment they wish to leave. Mirror walls and sprung floors
helpful for exercise / dance groups. If possible get someone who has worked on a 'new
village hall' group to give guidance and support.
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It would be better if the hall was more accessible for all (and if possible, in my opinion, all on
one level).
The stair lift takes time, especially if more than one person needs it at the same
event/function. I personally haven't needed to use it but I have attended events where others
have. If a new hall could be built as a one-storey building with wider corridors and doorways
this has the potential to no longer be an issue. Also, for anyone who is wheelchair
dependent, a single storey hall has the potential to positively include these users more
equally as well.
I would like to see some outdoor space included when a hall is built even if the money to buy
play equipment or skate park is not available at the time it could be purchased later
A Muga Multi use outdoor games area would be great used for basketball, football, netball
etc
I have a particular interest in providing a better facility for youth club. Please consider this
when working on your project. Thank you.
Should be available for use by the community.
Tennis Courts. Proper play area with swings, slides, seesaw (all outside)
Library - books / DVDs. Bridge / whist. Evening Classes
A licensed bar.
Dining seating - 150 people. Bar facilities
The new hall doesn't need a stage, but storage for portable staging.
Outside area for BBQs / functions but not sports outdoor facilities as there is still a Sports
Club. This facility could / should have been part of the plans for the new school - a lost
opportunity!
Good parking vital, not just on streets. Outdoor area should be for parking only - we have a
good sports field.
A new facility should be open to as many outside organisations so that surrounding villages
could have greater access.
Parking, level pedestrian access, good night lighting, soundproofing and outdoor area
No to an outdoor area because of possible conflict with existing Sports Club and ground.
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Comments about the Location of any new Hall
Total: 18 comments
Summary of Comments:
Various suggestions were made for the location of a new hall. A number referred to the old
school site as being suitable, although one thought it was not central enough and others
thought a central location avoiding hills would be preferable. The new school, the Scout Hut
and the Sports Club were mentioned as possible sites, although dismissed these for various
reasons.

All Comments Received:
Centre of village within easy reach or walking distance for older people without cars.
A vital factor, if proposed, is the siting of the new facility in deciding if it justifies the go
ahead.
Could the existing Sports Club be extended as there is ample parking and room for a large
hall.
Could a new hall not be incorporated into new school.
New hall needs to be central.
The new hall requires a new greenfield location to incorporate parking and access. The
above activities would not work if bolted onto new school or Sports Club.
Please listen to villagers views...there seems to be a big portion of villagers who think the old
school is ripe for conversion into a village hall, after all it has what's needed, parking, green
space etc
Not to be sited near scout hut as too much traffic and noise already.
Must be within the village, not up any hills and accessible for the elderly.
Is there any chance the old school could be used, as there is plenty of off road parking.
Will not the school have facilities for events where the existing Drax Hall is not big enough?
This would seem the sensible option.
Why not upgrade the existing Sports Club - good parking already exists, good grounds and
buildings in one local area. Makes sense and saves money!
Some of the uses in Qu 5 need to be away from housing (noise) and with good parking.
Do not think current school site would be suitable for less mobile and it is not central enough.
Extension / rebuild of scout but would be my first choice site if it was possible or community
us of new school included.
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While many are currently catered for, many would be improved by central location with
parking, level pedestrian access, good night lighting, soundproofing and outdoor area.
Use the old school, so much room, good size Hall plenty of parking on playground, and a
grass that children adults can use, also great place for summer entertainment, summer
shows, and anything that would bring money into the parish.
The old Bere Regis School site would be a good choice for a new community facility - plenty
of parking, outdoor area (ideal). I'm sure it would be used by all and also it has access for
the disabled.
A good location would be the soon to be closed school site on Rye Hill because it has open
space and parking at the back of the existing building.
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Other Comments
Total: 37 comments
Summary of Comments:
Some respondents thought a new hall would be an opportunity to create a more active
community hub and provide for the younger members of the community. Others thought the
existing facilities to be adequate. Particular issues were raised about finance and long-term
financial sustainability of any new hall and existing facilities.

All Comments Received:
All year round hub for local and wider community, to entertain and engage all ages from 9 to
99. A more active and social hub will bring the community together, the long term benefits
for youth are well documented and the social benefits to the village of the whole can only be
a good thing - to be supported by all in Bere Regis.
Keen to see a focus for the younger members of Bere Regis community and anything with
engages them is a benefit to the village - with a modern state of the art centre I expect you
will find many more people using the halls for a variety of uses and projects, as a family we
are far more likely to attend.
As an 14 year old my local area only has a limited amount to do, I currently go to Dorchester
somewhere I can walk to would be much easier and I would use a lot more.
I think as a village, we have a range of good facilities already and it is great that we all share
- community events taking place at the Sports' Club, the pubs or the Scout Hut etc, as well
as at the Drax Hall. I am concerned at how closely the new group will work with the current
Sports' Club and whether they are, or will expect the volunteers from the Sports' Club to take
responsibility for the new venture. I don't believe that there is a need for a further location. I
think it is divisive. I think this will just incur more expenditure, take away from the existing
locations and lead to the demise of community groups helping each other - something our
community is extremely good at. If there is money to be spent, I would rather see it being
used to upkeep and/or update existing locations. It seems to me that one or two are trying to
push this through for their own purposes and for their own status. Disappointing, as I have
never thought that Bere Regis has worked that way.
The new hall must be sustainable! Big echoing sports halls don't lend themselves to being
successful community halls, they are separate projects.
It's about time that the youth had there skate park, it was promised some time ago. A new
hall would take up ground for a new building, a skate park could be in the fields if you
haven't sold them off.
Go to the Scout Hut to get facilities there.
Who is going to finance a new centre.
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Who will be responsible for upkeep and running of centre bookings and priorities etc.
My main concern would be the potential infrastructure for such a project - parking, traffic
problems and the like. Also, the Drax Hall is part of the traditional structure of the village, the
architecture of which I happen to like.
I think the village in general is well equipped with meeting / social venues. Therefore, I don't
think that a new expensive facility is required. Is it possible to upgrade the Drax Hall?
We do need a new hall with parking but it has to be cost effective to run and inexpensive to
hire. However, there are other venues who currently make money from bookings and
wouldn't want them to miss out on this valuable income. We were part of the previous new
hall committee and would like to know what happened to all the previous work, comments
and plans drawn up by Guy Storey. Why reinvent the wheel?
Any further functions to generate income.
We think we are well enough provided for by the Scout Hut and Sports Club at the moment.
As and when the Scout Hut becomes unfit for purpose could the 'village' go in with them in
building a new joint facility. We do not think a new facility, at present, would increase
participation in the above activities as most of them are available in the village or within a
very close radius.
Autumn Leaves over 50s club is moving to the Scout Hut. Snooker would need a separate
room.
Aged 86, I find the Scout hut quite suitable but I can see the young people would want a
more up to date meeting place.
As a retired person I would not use the new facilities as much as some. But, I can see it
would be good for younger people.
Would there be enough money to pay for a proper manager / caretaker, maybe combined
with the Drax Hall and lengthsman - a sort of 'Pride of the Village' post?
Have not experienced the current sports club facilities so cannot comment on this. Any new
facility would not necessarily reduce the need for some of the current venues as numerous
rooms would be required to meet all needs.
Whilst there is a wide range of activities available in Bere Regis, all of them would no doubt
benefit from a well-appointed, brand new, modern venue. Perhaps such a venue would
engender a greater sense of community ownership and involve more local people in group
activities. However, the Drax Hall has its own charm, a distinct part of Bere Regis life. There
are a lot of home workers in the village and other groups that would welcome space in which
to meet. It may also lend itself to rehearsal space or workshop space for other groups.
It would be very easy to be trying so hard to make things better and end up making them a
lot worse.
It would be nice to keep the Drax Hall in some form for the community.
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The Drax Hall Committee and Trustees would have to be assured that all the needs of their
user groups were going to be met successfully by a new building or they would be foolish to
sell the Drax Hall to put money into the new build.
The number of cars owned in the village seems to be increasing so the present car park is
often full or nearly so, so perhaps more parking will be needed in the near future.
If a golden opportunity presents itself make the most of it BUT where will the money come
from? What will happen to the Drax Hall? If sold for redevelopment will the money got to the
new facility? Essential to avoid conflict with existing groups and businesses, ie Sports Club,
Scout groups, two pubs ... ... .
As well as being functional for the village ideally any new facility should look attractive and
be capable of hosting wedding receptions and functions to provide a good income to pay its
way. Morden village hall is a good example.
If a new hall is very big it will be costly to heat and hire.
All communities need to progress and develop. Well-being is a vital part of this and
community facilities help and develop the process of integration and involvement. I am sure
the building concept fits into community development plans for the Parish which includes
affordable housing financed through housing development. Community facilities are an
essential part of the infrastructure necessary to cope with the future of the village.
Something needed to stop children playing football annoying residents by constantly hitting
properties.
Cost would be a factor when renting an area / hall for parties etc.
Walton Village Hall next to Street in Somerset - go and have a look, it's perfect!!
Although I am elderly and single, I am in close contact with my family and friends so listen to
what they say.
Used to use the Drax Hall frequently in younger days. Shame it wasn't done 30 years ago
when there was a meeting about a new hall.
All of the activities ticked need to be accommodated in a new hall to ensure consistent
usage and contributions to running costs. This hall should replace the existing Drax Hall.
We feel new facilities are definitely needed for the village. We feel a new village hall would
be a huge benefit to the village, with facilities for groups, performances, hire for functions
and events local groups and organisations could host from the new Hall. We also feel more
sports facilities would be of benefit to the village however am not sure how this would work
having it all at the same location. Would require a large amount of parking, and am
interested to know who would be running this building day to day, taking bookings, opening
and being on site when required etc, also not sure everything suggested could possibly be in
the same building, for example a stage and badminton facilities do not complement each
other in our opinion.
We visit the hall more often than once a year but less often than monthly
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I have only lived in the area for a couple of years and in that time only frequented the hall to
vote. Bere Regis seems to me a friendly community that would benefit from a new, larger
and more modern village hall.
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Appendix G – Collated Information from Other Community Halls

Hall

When
Built

Durweston

2003

Cerne Abbas

2006

Dimensions
of Main Hall
(metres / sq
metres)

15 x 8.25 /
125

Badminton
Court

WoolD’Urberville

1972

Other
Sports Uses

Yes - 1

2 hr club
session per
week plus
ad hoc
matches.

Pilates,
short mat
bowls,
youth club basketball

Capacity –
160
conference
style, 100
seminar /
party

No

N/A

None

16.25 x 9.26
/ 150

Marked out
– but

N/A

External
playing

Licensed for
200 people.

Puddletown

Usage of
and charge
for
Badminton
Court

Permanent
Stage

Number of
other
Meeting
Rooms

Parish / Area
Population

SQ Metres
of Main Hall
per 1,000
population

Other
Comments

Yes

1

398

Yes, with
‘pull-out’
storage
under

2

784

158

External
decking and
covered
area.
Funded
through sale
of old site
and legacy.
Kitchen
semiprofessional.
Good AV
systems.

5,310

28

1

Yes
5.4 x 9.26m

3 meeting
rooms and
small hall,
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Centre

Broadmayne
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1987

4.6m to
eaves

unused

14.3 x 10

Yes - 1
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fields

3x 2hr
sessions per
week. £5/hr
to locals

Tennis
outside
£5/hr
Short mat
bowls £5/hr
.

and
changing
rooms
Yes. 5.2 x
3m deep x
0.9m high
with storage
for tables
beneath

Page 1

1
Committee
room.
Small, dark
and not
popular.
1 small
kitchen – to
be
extended,
hope to
attract
weddings.

1,200
Hall is in use
an average
of 6 hours
per day M-F
with 17
regular
bookings
Sprung floor
is adored by
dancers.
High ceiling
is wooden,
musicians
like the
acoustics.
High ceiling
allows for a
bouncy
castle which
is a good
draw for
parties.
Outdoor
area has
space for
Marquee to
extend the
size of the
hall for
summer
events.
25 car park
space
(luxury!) but
never
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enough.
Charlton
Down

1898,
extended
2003

23 x 12 / 276

No –
originally
had, but no
demand and
lines
removed

N/A

Tai chi,
table tennis

Yes, with
lighting and
AV

2

1,600

173

Charge set
up / pack
away in
booking
time. Lots of
NHS
conferences
/ training.
Charge
£1,000 for
weddings (810 per year).
Excellent
website for
bookings,
information
etc.

Morden

2004

14.7 x 8.5 /
125

No

Our policy is
to have
preferential
rates for
local groups
(short mat
bowls / line
dancing) so
that part of
our income
is not
particularly
significant
other sports
provided for
and, again,
usage /
charges.

No other
special
facilities but
any group
can hire

No – the
modular
stage is
ideal for us
as it gives a
more flexible
floor area in
limited
space (eg
we still have
space for
short mat
bowls).
However it
would not be
ideal if we
wished to do
stage

1

323

387

Earlier
designs
included a
fixed stage
in a larger
hall but
these were
rejected by
the funders
as being too
expensive.
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We
inevitably
lose a few
bookings,
particularly
weddings
that want to
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productions
(plays etc)
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have more
than 90
guests
seated, 150
party style.
But the
numbers are
significant in the last 12
years have
probably
only lost 1 or
2 meetings
that I know
of although
people may
have already
discounted
us from the
info on the
website. On
the plus
side, the hall
is on a scale
that is still
intimate and
meets most
people’s
needs. If we
had had the
money to
build the
extra space
for a fixed
stage, we
would
probably
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have gone
for it and
made use of
it but it’s not
a major
constraint.
Lytchett
Matravers

1972

13.8 x 10.9 /
150

1

Used two
mornings a
week by a
club, £30
per session

Zumba,
pilates (2
groups),
fitness,
dance.
Charge
around £15
- £20 per
hour
depending
on whether
daytime or
evening

Yes, with
lighting,
curtains and
two dressing
rooms

1

3,424

44

Corfe Mullen

1981

18.3 x 12.2 /
223

No

N/A

Soft football
- toddlers,
tai chi,
aerobics,
yoga,
pilates

Yes

1

10,130

22

18.82 x
10.67 / 201

Yes - but not
required
ceiling

Yes

1

1,355

148

Corfe Castle
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Hall is very
high which
suits
badminton
players
although
shuttlecocks
sometimes
get stuck on
the lights
and can't
easily be
retrieved
because of
height.
Decorators
and
maintenance
workers use
a scaffold
tower to
reach ceiling
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height
Briantspuddle

1700s

Leigh

19 x 5.5 /
105

No

N/A

N/A

No

1

436
(Affpuddle,
Turnerspuddle
and
Briantspuddle)

415

15.2 x 8.0 /
121

No

N/A

N/A

Yes

2

480

396

373

276

Moreton

2015

16.0 x 8.45 /
135

No

N/A

N/A

Yes

1

Harmans
Cross

2010

15.5 x 7.8 /
120

No

N/A

N/A

No

1

East Burton

1998

18.5 x 5.5 /
102

No

N/A

N/A

No

2

Studland

2006

15 x 10 /
150

Yes –
marked out,
although
under-size
flor area and
height

Badminton
Club meet
once a
week,
attendance
varies from
5 to 12, with
people
coming from
outside the
village

Short Mat /
Carpet
Bowls

No

1
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Appendix H – Assessment of Potential Sites

Site 1: Present Primary School Site, Rye Hill
Site Score (1 – positive
to 5 – negative)
Criterion

1

2

Site Size / Configuration

3

X

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Ownership

X

Residential Amenity

X

Existing / Potential Uses

X

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

Comments
5

X

Vehicular Access

General Environment

4

Site (assuming site of buildings and playground only available)
large enough for hall and parking, but may not be sufficient for
outdoor space.
Ready vehicular access available, although onto downhill / fast
stretch of main road.
Peripheral to village and up a hill.
Dorset County Council. DCC policy obliges it to consider
community uses should there be a proven need for a new facility.
Adjoining house on road frontage, others at Green Close set
away from built portion of school site.
Existing school to be vacated at end of 2016. Part of site likely to
be developed for new housing, although existing trees provide a
natural buffer.
Pleasant outlook / attractive setting.

X

Potential additional costs associated with site redevelopment.
Site potentially available on closure of school.

X
19
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Site 2: Bonfire Field, Rye Hill
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

Vehicular Access

2

3

4

5
Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.
Ready vehicular access available, although onto downhill / fast stretch
of main road.
Peripheral to village.

X

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Ownership

X

Private - Drax Estate.

Residential Amenity

X

Existing / Potential Uses

X

Adjoining houses on road frontage and potential residential
development at present school site.
Agricultural use, no plans for development, although owner may
have ‘hope’.
Pleasant outlook / attractive setting.

X

Slight levels change across site.

General Environment
Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score
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X
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Site 3: White Lovington, off Rye Hill
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

5
Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Access would be through existing housing estate road / new
housing development to access potentially available portion of
site.
Peripheral to village and up a hill.

Ownership

X

Private.

Residential Amenity

X

Access would be through existing and future housing
developments, with adverse amenity implications.
Agricultural use, no development potential identified for assessed
portion of overall site.
Pleasant outlook / attractive setting.

X

Potentially available site at SW corner of site (beyond area with
potential for housing development, because of Black Hill
‘exclusion’ zone) and, thus, dependent upon the residential
development taking place first to provide access. Slight levels
change across site.

Vehicular Access

X

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment

X
X

Constraints /
Opportunities

Total Score
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Site: 4 Vitacress (west of Southbrook)
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access

X

Ready vehicular access available, onto main road.

Pedestrian Accessibility

2

3

Relatively central location.
X

X

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score
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Private.
Adjoining house on road frontage.

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment

5

X

Ownership
Residential Amenity

4

X
X

In active use as watercress beds / packing plant.
Pleasant outlook / attractive setting.

X

High Flood Risk / potential additional costs of site redevelopment.
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Site: 5 Vitacress (east of Southbrook, between Elder Road and Bere Stream)
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

Vehicular Access
Pedestrian Accessibility

2

3

Vehicular access could be made available, off Elder Road.

X

Central location.

X

Residential Amenity

Final Report

X

Private.

X

Bungalows on Elder Road face site and adjoining houses on
Southbrook back onto site.
In active use as watercress beds / packing plant.

X

Existing / Potential Uses

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

5
Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Ownership

General Environment

4

Pleasant outlook / attractive setting.

X
X

High Flood Risk / potential additional costs of site redevelopment.

24

Page 10

Bere Regis Indoor Sports and Community Facility Working Group

31 December 2016

Site: 6 Allotments / field between Court Farm Cottages and Southbrook
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

2

3

Site Size / Configuration

X

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access

X

Ready vehicular access available off main road.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Central location.

Ownership
Residential Amenity

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

5

X

Private.

X

Court Farm Cottages adjoin site and cottages face site across
Southbrook.
Agriculture / Allotments in active use.

X

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment

4

Pleasant outlook / attractive setting.

X
X

Site is a scheduled ancient monument associated with former manor
house.
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Site: 7 Field north of Blind Street / east of Griffins Gardens
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access
Pedestrian Accessibility

Residential Amenity

X

Existing / Potential Uses

X

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

X

Constrained vehicular access off North Street, either through Griffins
Gardens / along Blind Street or through Sports Club field.
Relatively central location.

X

Private – Drax Estate / Blind Street - unknown.

X

Ownership

General Environment

5

X
X

Adjoining houses on Blind Street and Griffins gardens. Access
potentially through existing housing development, with adverse amenity
implications.
Unused agricultural land / potential additional playing field for Sports
Club (planning permission obtained).
Pleasant setting with tree screen to main road, although road noise
evident.
Potential high costs of making up access along Blind Street / loss of
actively used playing field at Sports Club for access.
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Site: 8 West of North Street (opposite Sports Club)
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

5
Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access

X

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Ownership

X

Access along North Street with problems of congestion from on-street
parking, or potentially from Shell roundabout if barrier re-located.
Becoming peripheral to centre of village. No pedestrian pavement along
North Street, although potential for pedestrian access from Snow Hill
Lane.
Private – Drax Estate.

Residential Amenity

X

Adjoining houses, but main amenity issue is access along North Street.

Existing / Potential Uses

X

Agricultural land / potential housing development to North Street
frontage.
Pleasant setting with outlook to Woodbury Hill.

General Environment
Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

X
X

Costs of forming access from North Street to higher land to the rear of
the potential frontage housing development. Levels change across site.
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Site: 9 West of North Street (opposite Shell Petrol Station)
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

5
Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

X

Vehicular Access
Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Ownership

X
X

Residential Amenity

General Environment
Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

Some houses on opposite side of road.
X

Existing / Potential Uses

Access off access road to Shell petrol station with attendant problems of
congestion at times. Vehicular access would not be from within village.
Peripheral location to centre of village. No pedestrian pavement along
North Street, although potential for pedestrian access from Snow Hill
Lane.
Private – Drax Estate.

Agricultural land / potential commercial development.

X

Outlook marred by proximity of Shell petrol station.
X

Only site identified for commercial / employment development within the
village. Levels change across site.
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Site: 10 Field at Butt Lane
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access
X

Ownership

X

Residential Amenity

X

Existing / Potential Uses

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

Access along narrow lanes - Butt Lane / Snow Hill / Tower Hill.

X

Pedestrian Accessibility

General Environment

5

X
X
X

Relatively central location, although up a hill and no pedestrian
pavements.
Private.
Some adjoining / nearby houses, but main amenity issue is access
along Snow Hill / Tower Hill / Butt Lane.
Part informal use as allotments. Owner is understood to wish to develop
site for housing.
Pleasant setting with outlook to Black Hill.

Levels change across site.
23
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Site: 11 Field north of Back Lane
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.
X

Vehicular Access

X

Ownership
X

Residential Amenity

X

Pleasant setting with outlook to Black Hill.
X

Constraints /
Opportunities

Final Report

Private.
Some adjoining / nearby houses, but main amenity issues are access
along Snow Hill / Tower Hill / Butt Lane and relationship to any future
housing.
Unused former allotments. Potential site for housing.

X

Existing / Potential Uses

Total Score

Existing access along narrow Butt Lane and track to rear of houses on
West Street. Potential new access off West Street to new housing
development.
Off centre location, and up a hill.

X

Pedestrian Accessibility

General Environment

5

Levels change across site. Access to and availability of site dependent
upon housing development taking place and could reduce potential for
housing.
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31 December 2016

Site: 12 Field at West Street (west end)
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

5
Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Ready vehicular access available via stub of old Roke Road, although
onto visibility limited and adjacent to ‘chicane’ arrangement, which may
require reconfiguration.
Peripheral location.

Ownership

X

Private.

Vehicular Access

Residential Amenity

X

No adjoining housing.

X

General Environment

X

Agricultural land / identified as a SANG (Sustainable Alternative Natural
Greenspace) required for potential housing development off Back Lane.
Pleasant setting with outlook to Black Hill, although road noise evident.

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

X

Levels change across site.

Existing / Potential Uses

Final Report

X
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Site: 13 Open space between Stanbarrow Close and Bere Stream
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

2

3

4

Site Size / Configuration

X

Vehicular Access

X

Pedestrian Accessibility
Ownership

5
Site has a narrow configuration and could not
accommodate a hall with parking.
Access would be along an existing housing estate road.

easily

Relatively central location.

X

Parish Council

X

Residential Amenity

X

In close proximity to and overlooked by housing.

Existing / Potential Uses

X

Open Space area.

General Environment

X

Adjacent to and overlooked by housing with no outlook other than
trees to streamside.
Part or all of site within flood plain. Close to trees.

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

X
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Site: 14 Kick about area off Elder Road
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

2

3

4

5

Vehicular Access

X

Relatively narrow site, constrained by trees and riverside path and
could not readily accommodate a hall and parking.
Ready access off Elder Road.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Central location.

Ownership

X

Parish Council.

Site Size / Configuration

Residential Amenity

X

X

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment

X
X

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

X

Some housing on opposite side of Elder Road and vehicular
access would be along Elder Road and / or Manor Farm Road
with residential frontages.
Open space walkway alongside stream / kick about area / youth
shelter. Well-used by local community.
Pleasant outlook to stream, although constrained by limited site
size.
Common Land. Flood plain. Development would spoil current
amenity value of this area. Potential for shared / combined use of
parking with Scout Hut.
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31 December 2016

Site: 15 Sports Club, North Street
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

2

3

4

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access

X

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Ownership
Residential Amenity

Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

X

Access along North Street with problems of congestion from on-street
parking, or potentially from Shell roundabout if barrier re-located.
Becoming peripheral to centre of village. No pedestrian pavement along
North Street.
Private – Sports Club.

X

Few adjoining houses, but main amenity issue is access along North
Street.
Site in active sports playing field use.

X

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment

5

Pleasant setting, although limited outlook and some road noise evident.

X
X

Release of site from sports’ use would require approval of the National
Playing Fields Association.
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Site: 16 Scout Hut site, Elder Road
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

2

3

4

5

Vehicular Access

X

Open area of site limited in size, constrained by trees and existing hall /
parking area it could not readily accommodate a hall and parking.
Ready access off Elder Road.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Central location.

Ownership

X

Parish Council.

Site Size / Configuration

X

Residential Amenity

X

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment

X

Pleasant outlook to stream.

X

Constraints
Total Score

Final Report

Some housing on opposite side of Elder Road and vehicular access
would be along Elder Road and / or Manor Farm Road with residential
frontages.
Site is in active use as a Scout Hut.

X

Part of site Common Land. Flood plain. Large group of trees.
Development would require relocation of Scout Hut.
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Site: 17 New School site, off Southbrook
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

2

3

4

Site Size / Configuration
Vehicular Access

5
X

X

Limited scope for any additional development within the school site
without encroaching on playing fields / courts or fettering outlook /
daylight to school building.
Ready shared access with school.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Relatively central location.

Ownership

X

Dorset County Council.

Residential Amenity

X

Some housing facing Southbrook (access road to school) and adjoining
site at Egdon Close.
Site will be in active use as a Primary School (presently under
construction).
Potentially pleasant outlook to Souls Moor.

Existing / Potential Uses
General Environment
Constraints /
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

X
X
X

Potential child protection issues. Would allow for easy use by the
school.
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Site: 18 Land between new school access road and cress beds
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

Site Size / Configuration

X

Large enough for hall, parking and outdoor space.

Vehicular Access

X

Ready access from new school access road.

Pedestrian Accessibility
Ownership

2

Relatively central location.
Parish Council.
Some housing facing Southbrook (access road to school) and across
school access road at Egdon Close.
Open land, not actively used.

X
X
X

Constraints /
Opportunities

Final Report

5

X

Existing / Potential Uses

Total Score

4

X

Residential Amenity

General Environment

3

X

Pleasant outlook across cress beds to Church and west towards May’s
Wood.
Common Land. Part of site potentially Flood plain. Overhead power line
may require undergrounding. Close proximity to new school would allow
for easy use by the school. Any development at the site would be
consistent with / could be combined with memorial ground proposal.
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Site: 19 Telephone Exchange, Turberville Road
Site Score
(1 – positive / 5 –

Comments

negative)
Criterion

1

2

3

4

5

Vehicular Access

X

Limited site size, could accommodate a hall and parking but no outdoor
space. .
Ready access From Turberville Road.

Pedestrian Accessibility

X

Central location.

Site Size / Configuration

X

Ownership

X

Residential Amenity

X

General Environment
Constraints
Opportunities
Total Score

Final Report

Hosing on Manor farm Road adjoins and faces site.

X

Existing / Potential Uses

Site is in active use as a telephone exchange.
Within built up area of village

X
/

Private.

X

Close proximity to doctors’ surgery would allow for easy use by them
should extra space be required. Potential additional costs associated
with site redevelopment and re-routing of phone cables.
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