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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9TH JULY 2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs J Percy, J Hawkins, D Bishop, S Close, K Hazell, S Bardwell, L Fairhurst
Chair:

Cllr J Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
 4 members of the public, Dorset Cllr Mike Baker
1.
Period of Public Participation
26.084
The issue of dogs not under proper control when out around the village was raised again. It is the responsibility of the dog owners to ensure their dog is under control and they should all have collars and tags. Would it be possible to have additional signage explaining the responsibility of the owners. In addition, Souls Moor is covered with dog mess and people need to be reminded of their responsibilities to pick up after their animals. Could the Dog Warden be asked to attend the area. 
Parking on the entrance to Stanbarrow Close is becoming increasingly problematic.
Bushes at end of Stanbarrow are very overgrown and need to be cut back. This will be raised with the Lengthsman. 
2.
To receive apologies for absence 
26.085
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Glo Curtis and Ben Howard, also Dorset Cllr Laura Beddow. 
3.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 11th June 2026
26.086
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Hawkins proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.087
No matters arising not covered by the agenda.
5.
To receive declarations of interest 
26.088 
No interests were declared at this stage. Members are reminded to complete the Register of Interests by the 17th July. 
6.
Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.089
A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Fairhurst raised the question of the pot hole machine and asked if there has been any progress. 
7.
Key Topics 
26.090
To consider and accept the Terms of Reference for the Play Park Funding Group

A copy of the Terms had been issued with the agenda. Thanks were extended to Cllr Hazell for all his efforts to date – it is greatly appreciated. Cllr Close raised the issue of who was going to run the contract. Whilst the Play Park Group will be raising the funds for the project and undertaking the public consultations, the play area is owned by the Parish Council, who must be kept fully informed of the work of the group. Any contracts must be agreed by the Parish Council as the group does not have the authority to speak on behalf of the Parish Council. Cllr Hazell will review the Terms of Reference with members of the group and submitted an amended version for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting. 
26.091
To receive an update on the Play Park Funding Group’s work to date 

Cllr Hazell asked members to consider the play park logo. It was suggested that perhaps some reference could be made to the Parish Council. The group consists of representatives from many groups in the village. The amended cost of £150,000 was derived from the last discussion with Sutcliffe. Cllr Hazell has spent a considerable amount of time at the play park and there are very few children over 10 years old who use the play park. It was noted that he is attending the park when the school is closing each day at about 3pm so this will not give an accurate picture of who actually uses the park. 

Pop In Performers raised £1050 for the play park. Two other events – sponsored bike ride for the children and a sports day at the sports club in September. Georgia Mutton is working on the grants and we have been shortlisted for the Talbot Trust grant. Tea and Toast and the Church Sale have raised £16.50 and two of the Communibus trips will go towards the play park as well. 


The group does not have a budget and any costs should go through the Clerk. 


Thermometers will go up in the next few weeks and posters have been requested. 

26.092
To consider and accept the IT Policy 

A copy of the draft policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Park proposed it is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously.

26.093
To receive an update on Community Hall discussions 

The Chair and Clerk have met with representatives of DWT who have offered an area for a new community hall at a value of £80,000 plus any taxes, professional fees and legal costs. In addition, there will be an annual maintenance fee relating to site services, infrastructure, maintenance or estate management arrangements, depending on the final form of development.  We still await confirmation of the site and costs. 

In the meantime, a pre-app will be submitted for the Elder Road site. 
8.
Finance 
26.094
 To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Defibrillator Warehouse
Battery for Zoll defib


BACS531
              52.74 

S&A Truck


Supply & deliver container

BACS532
         1,200.00


DAPTC


Annual subscription


BACS533

824.08


Defibrillator Warehouse
Pad for Zoll defibrillator

BACS534

  63.54


D Fairhurst


NeighbourCar



BACS535

  47.40


B House


Telephone re NeighbourCar

BACS536

553.03


I Ventham


June Lunch Club


BACS537

132.25


B House


Lunch Club expenses


BACS536

  34.64


DC Pension Fund

July pension contributions

BACS538

319.27

CloudyIT


July Cloud storage, email backup
BACS539

106.38


Dorset Council

Car park rates July 


BACS488

210.00


Minuteman


Communibus fliers


BACS540

  15.53


A Meaton


NeighbourCar May25 to May26
BACS541

205.95


M Gee



Reimburse riverfly training

BACS542

100.00


A Lynam


June Lunch Club food


BACS543

  53.68


I Ventham


NeighbourCar May25 to June26
BACS544

  61.20


R Morrall


NeighbourCar June


BACS545

  49.80


A Crocker


July salary + expenses


BACS546
         1,090.11


HMRC



July PAYE & NIC


BACS547

358.51


Rempstone Tree

Tree work in Elder Road

BACS548

180.00


A King



Lengthsman  - June


BACS549
         3,191.25


The total amount requested from the Precept is £8,849.36

Cllr Park proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously.

26.095
To accept the reconciliation of accounts

A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Fairhurst proposed the report is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously.
26.096
To consider a donation towards the SW Ambulance Charity

A copy of the application had been given to members with the agenda. Cllr Bishop proposed a donation of £500 is made. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously. 


Local groups are reminded that they can apply to the Parish Council for grants.
9.
Planning 
26.097
To consider planning applications received 

 P/NMA/2026/03701
Land at White Lovington – Non Material Amendment to amend the conditions working on application 6/2020/0013 Erect 17 dwellings, create an access and associated parking and landscaping. 


No objections were raised. 
26.098
To consider tree work applications 

P/TRC/2026/03406
New Barn house, 40a Old Barn Road – G1 mixed hedge, fell as close to ground level as practicably possible 

No objections were raised.
10.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
26.099
To consider the Lengthsman’s contract

A copy of the proposed contract had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Park proposed the contract is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.
26.100
Rights of Way 

No issues have been raised.
26.101
Defects 
· Pavement outside school needs clearing back – this has been reported to Dorset Council
· Tuberville Road signs missing – this has been reported several times over the last two years
· 30mph sign at the top of Rye Hill is missing

11.
Conservation & Environment 
26.102
 Nothing to add
12.
Police, Traffic and Roads 
20.103
Nothing to add.
13.
Community Liaison 
20.104
 July 24th picnic at Wild Woodbury. 
14.
Children and Youth 

20.105
Nothing further to add. 
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
26.106
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
20.32 Cllr Bardwell 


Resen email re winter maintenance plan. Bring back to August
26.107
Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Bishop – Winter maintenance plan volunteers needed. The email will be reissued and this will be brought back to the August meeting. 


The steel cabin has now been delivered and is located in the car park. It will need a coat of paint and racking may also be required. 

16.
Correspondence received since the agenda was set 
26.108 Nothing to add. 
17.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
26.109
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:

· Dogs in public spaces
· Play park
· Community Hall

· Christmas trees

18.
Items for the August meeting 
26.110
Cemetery wall - quotes. 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 13th August, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.37hrs.
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Signed: ……………………………………….


