
Bere Regis Parish Council 
c/o Wardon Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW 
Clerk: Mrs Amanda Crocker E-mail bereregispc@gmail.com 

 

Dear Councillor 

You are hereby summoned to attend a Parish Council meeting on Thursday 10th March 2022. The meeting will be held at 

the Drax Hall, North Street, Bere Regis, commencing 7pm. Members of the press and public are welcome.  

A Crocker 
Clerk  

Short period for members of the public to raise issues of concern within the parish 
 

AGENDA 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th February 2022 

 

3. Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

4. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and review dispensations received 

 

5. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

 

6. Key Topics 

(a) Neighbourhood Plan implementation update  

(b) Neighbourhood Plan review update – report attached 

(c) To discuss the future of St John’s Church within the community 

(d) Wild Woodbury update: 

(i) To consider the possibility of a village focal point in conjunction with Dorset 

Wildlife Trust and the creation of an Oakhenge – report attached 

(e) To review Councillor Responsibilities – report attached 

(f) To agree the purchase of 350 commemorative Jubilee mugs – additional samples 

(g) To consider a date and items for the Annual Parish Meeting 

7. Finance             Clerk 

(a) To approve monthly expenditure 

(b) To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

(c) To review position against budget 

(d) To agree the National Pay Award of 1.75% to be backdated to 1st April 2021 

 

8. Planning & Housing           LF 

  (a) To receive an update on the Planning Committee meeting of the 9th March – Cllr Ventham 

  (b) To consider planning applications received: 

   - P/HOU/2022/00203 Pennyside, Bere Regis 

Erect two-storey front extension, formation of first floor & replacement 

garage 

- P/HOU/2022/00619 Mount Pleasant, Barrow Hill, Bere Regis 

Demolish existing attached single garage, replace with 2 storey 

garage/bedroom extension. Renovate/restore original cottage, add 

windows, roof lights & balcony over existing lounge extension 

- P/FUL/2022/01260 Land adjacent to 18 Green Close 

Erect pair of semi-detached 2 bedroom dwellings 

9. Parish Amenities and Rights of Way        RP 

(a) To receive an update on finger posts in the parish – report attached 

(b) To consider supporting a request for a cycle way on the A35 

(c) To consider the refurbishment of the Rye Hill telephone kiosk 

(d) To consider the Licence Agreement in respect of the Allotments and the tenancy agreement and to 

confirm the next steps with regard to taking over the management of the site - attached 

(e) To consider the purchase and erection of a gate at North Street, in accordance with the agreement 

of Dorset Highways  

(f) To receive a general update on Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

 

 

 

mailto:bereregispc@gmail.com


(g) To agree a one year extension of the Lengthsman’s contract with a £3,000 uplift in line with the 

budget set for the year 2022/23 

(h) Defects 

 

 

 

10. Environment & Conservation                

(a) General update 

 

11. Police, Traffic and Roads          

 (a) To note the Police Liaison visit at the Drax Hall on Friday 18th March 

 (b) Community Speed Watch update  

  

12. Community Liaison          BH 

  (a) To receive a report from the Community Volunteer Co-ordinator 

  (b) To receive an update regarding Aster 

  (c) To receive an update on the CIC  

 

13. Children & Youth          GC   

 

14. Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

15. Public Relations           

 

16. Items for the April meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Item 6 (c) 

St John’s Church 

 

To be presented by David Gray 

 

A short discussion around the following questions: 

 

1. Is the Parish Council aware of the dire financial situation that exists between the Diocese and our Parish 

Church and the likelihood that the church could be closed in the not too distant future? 

 

2. Are the inhabitants of the parish aware that, in view of the above, they cannot take the existence of the Parish 

Church for granted as a facility for baptisms, marriages and funerals? 

 

3. If not, (or not sure), should the parish be actively made aware of this and how should the Parish Council and 

the Parochial Church Council work together to achieve this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Item 6 d (i) 

Oakhenge Proposal  

Background to Wild Woodbury  

Dorset Wildlife Trust have purchased a large area of land in Bere Regis, Wareham, which is going to be rewilded to help 

tackle the climate and ecological crises that we currently face. Wild Woodbury, which the site has been named following 

public consultation, is approximately 170ha in total and will give space for nature and wildlife to recover, as well as 

providing a community space for people to reconnect with nature.  

We have three main objectives with the rewilding project, the first being to tackle to ecological crisis. The Wildlife Trusts 

as a whole want to see 30% of land in the UK managed in a beneficial way for nature by 2030, with projects like this 

leading the way in that recovery, where we can allow nature and wildlife to recover and spread.  

Secondly, we want to tackle the climate crisis. This project will allow us to restore soil heath, clean the waterways, create 

large areas of vegetation, and create wetlands, all of which will help lock up carbon and reduce greenhouse gas outputs.  

Thirdly, we want to help local communities reconnect with nature, especially nature on their doorstep. It will provide a 

green space where people have the chance to get into nature, where they can learn, and where they can enjoy seeing 

wildlife around them. I see it providing enthusiasm and hope to others, so everyone can see a way to help reverse the 

ecological and environmental emergencies we are in and encourage more people to do the same for our nature and 

wildlife.  

Open Space at Wild Woodbury  

As part of Wild Woodbury, we are planning to open-up approximately 17 hectares for public access. This will be green 

space where people can roam where they like and enjoy themselves, be it walking their dog, having a picnic or looking for 

wildlife. The routes that people take across this area will form the paths of today and the future woodland rides, once the 

area has regenerated. We are looking to include various ‘destinations’ in this space, to encourage people to wander and 

make full use of the area, one of which will be a living circle of oak trees we are calling the Oakhenge.  

Oakhenge  

In 800 years, our vision is a living henge of 8 ancient oaks, which will form a large glade area to be used as a community 

space and haven for wildlife. To create this, we will need to collect around 300 local acorns, grow them in pots, and then 

plant around 120 –150 of them in the field where the henge will be. Over the years, some of these will die and will be 

actively thinned out, until we are left with 8 mature, ancient Oaks, creating a large henge in the field.  

We would like to invite your school to be a part of the project by helping us to collect local acorns, plant them, watch 

them take seed and grow into saplings and then plant them out in the field.  

Acorn collection would be in Autumn 2022, and then planting would be in 2023.  

Below a local artist has painted some impressions of the stages of the Oakhenge alongside a location map. 



 
The beginnings of the Oakhenge, with protected small Oaks growing in the public access field. 

 

 
Mature Oaks that have been thinned out, giving more space for some of the trees to continue growing, ~100ys into the 

project. 

 
A mature oak, at around 200 years old. An ancient Oak, at around 800 years old. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Oakhenge in ~800 years’ time. 8 ancient Oak trees towering in the field, surrounded by rewilded land and creating a 

habitat for many species. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Item 6 (e)  
BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL – March 2021 

 

OVERVIEW OF RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

The Parish Council has collective responsibility for all its decisions, and therefore must discuss and debate and 

decide matters as one body. When a vote is taken, the majority decision is binding on the whole council.  

 

However, in order to provide more detailed oversight, and a higher quality of review, it is sensible to allocate 

responsibility for overview of particular topics to smaller groups of councillors. This allocation of responsibility 

has the added benefit that, when external liaison is required with particular individuals or departments in local 

government, a relationship may be developed over time between those individuals and the person with oversight 

on our council. 

 

Our responsibilities may, for convenience, be grouped together under the following headings: 

 

• Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

• Environment and Conservation 

• Planning and Housing 

• Community Liaison  

• Policing, Traffic, and Roads  

• Finance 

• PR 

 

In addition, there is collective responsibility for matters such as financial and budget oversight.  Communication 

of Parish Council matters via the Parish Magazine, the Council and Village Websites, the Facebook page and 

other local media rests with the Chairman and the Clerk with the PRO (see below). Clearly there will be some 

overlap between these divisions, so overlap of membership will be required. There are also representatives on 

outside bodies such as PPG, DAPTC, Williams Trust etc. 

 

Please note also that the direct management of contractors (for example, Lengthsman, and grass cutting 

contractors) rests solely with the clerk, advised by the relevant Councillors. 

 

The Clerk is ex-officio a member of all the groups. These are the proposed responsibilities, and priorities: 

 

Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

 

Responsibilities:   Rights of way, car park, cemetery, allotments, grass cutting and weeding, village tidiness, 

maintenance, oversight of the ‘lengthsman’ scheme, play park, flood/emergency planning, 

street furniture e.g. dog bins, benches, signs. Liaison with relevant officers at Dorset 

Council and other bodies such as neighbouring parish councils on these matters. Managing 

the ‘Open Spaces’ project.  

 

Sub-categories:  Volunteer maintenance parties; Grass cutting 

 

Chairman:   Robin Pitcher with Laurie Fairhurst (for R of W) 

 

Environment and Conservation 

 

Responsibilities:  Wildlife, reserves, SSSIs, SNCIs, Wildlife Group Facebook page.   

 



Sub-categories: Volunteer work parties; Education; Wildlife trail; Tree survey 

 

Chairman:    Tony Bates with Mike Gee 

 

 

Planning and Housing  

 

Responsibilities:  Overview of planning applications (incl recommendations to full council), tree 

applications, liaison with Housing Trusts and other potential developers, housing needs 

surveys. Liaison with the Planning Department at Dorset Council, and other housing 

trusts. Liaison with DC about minerals planning.  

 

Chairman:   Laurie Fairhurst, with Simon Munnings, Tony Bates and Ian Ventham 

 

Neighbourhood Plan  

 

Responsibilities: To undertake policy reviews of the Plan and keep in contact with developers to ensure 

work is undertaken in accordance with the terms set out in the Plan. 

 

Chairman: Ian Ventham with Laurie Fairhurst, Simon Munnings, Robin Pitcher and Peter Wharf 

 

Community Liaison & Children & Youth 

 

Responsibilities:   Running the NeighbourCar scheme; establishment of a ‘Lunch Club’ for isolated 

parishioners; liaison with the Drax Hall management committee, and with the 

management of other organisations with meeting facilities. Liaison with village voluntary 

organisations, businesses, churches, the surgery and dental surgery to facilitate Parish 

Council support and help when appropriate and requested. Liaison with PPG in order to 

further develop volunteer assistance, if needed, for the elderly and vulnerable. Liaison 

with Bere Regis First School governors and head teacher and with the schools fed by Bere 

Regis. Liaison with village young peoples’ organisations concerning the provision of 

appropriate clubs and facilities for young people in the village.  

 

Chairman:   Bryan Benjafield, with Phil Morgan and Glo Curtis 

 

Drax Hall:   Representative Robin Pitcher 

 

Police, Traffic, and Roads 

 

Responsibilities:  Police liaison, Neighbourhood Watch liaison and communication, ‘eyes and ears’ for the 

Parish Council for graffiti and vandalism in the parish. Traffic monitoring, particularly on 

Rye Hill. Cycle paths, pavements, roads, signage and road markings, pothole monitoring. 

Road safety in the community, particularly for children.  

 

Planning for winter snow readiness and other emergency scenarios, and liaison with 

emergency planning officers at District and County 

 

Chairman:   Phil Morgan  

 

Finance  

 

Responsibilities:  Drafting a 3 year forecast, and one year budget for precept and other expenditure. Budget 

monitoring during the year. Oversight of audit and financial processes. Security of assets. 

 

Chairman:   Moira Mathers with Peter Wharf, Ian Ventham and Bryan Benjafield. 

 

 

 

 



Public Relations Officer  

 

Responsibilities:  Informing parishioners of Parish Council activities, and local government initiatives 

through all parish media; maintaining links to local media in order to publicise parish 

activities more widely when appropriate; maintaining links to PR teams at DC. 

 

PRO:    Bryan Benjafield  

 

Thomas Williams Educational Foundation - Representative Simon Munnings 

 

DAPTC:  Moira Mathers 

Community Hall - Project Team: Simon Munnings, Ian Ventham, Robin Pitcher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 6 (f) 
 

 
Windsor 

 
 
Earthenware 

 



Item 7 (a) 

Bere Regis Parish Council 
Expenditure transactions - payments approval list  Start of year 01/04/21 

 Tn no Cheque Gross Heading Invoice Details Cheque 
 date  

 248 BACS123 £1,710.00 2007/5 21/01/22 AG Tree Services Ltd - Undertake tree works along  £1,710.00 
 Elder Road as identified by une 2021 survey 

 255 BACS129 £17.96 2006/7 09/02/22 Bartletts Country Stores - Machrail 3 x 1/2 rounds for  £17.96 
 Souls Moor fence repairs 

 254 BACS128 £68.80 2003/5 10/02/22 Bartletts Country Stores - Rail and post fix for play  £68.80 
 park fence repairs 

 249 BACS124 £48.00 2006/7 18/02/22 Cheap Printing - 2 x brass plaques for benches £48.00 

 245 BACS121 £35.00 2007/8 23/02/22 Cheap Printing - 3 page printing x 100 copies re  £35.00 
 letters, maps and posters for residents re Jubilee  
 street party 

 246 BACS122 £25.20 2001/4/1 24/02/22 Edge IT Systems Ltd - End of year training £25.20 

 251 BACS130 £2,874.25 01/03/22 King, A - Lengthsman duties February 2022 £2,874.25 
 1 £363.13 2004/1 February 2022 cemetery maintenance 

 2 £96.25 2004/2 February 2022 Rights of way maintenance 

 3 £542.50 2004/4 February 2022 Play area maintenance 

 4 £350.00 2004/5 February 2022 Litter picking 

 5 £301.88 2004/8 February 2022 tree work 

 6 £949.36 2004/9 February 2022 bench repairs 

 7 £83.13 2004/9 February 2022 Installation of picnic benches 

 8 £18.36 2004/1 February 2022 cemetery materials for tap repairs 

 9 £55.89 2004/9 February 2022 materials for bench repairs 

 10 £113.75 2004/9 February 2022 Souls Moor fence repairs 

 253 BACS127 £14.39 2001/2/3 03/03/22 Zoom Video Communications Inc - Video   
 conferencing 03.03.22 to 02.04.22 

 256 BACS131 05/03/22 Crocker, A - March 2022 salary and expenses  
 2 £1.32 2001/2/2 March 2022 postage 

 3 £22.73 2001/2/4 March 2022 telephone and broadband 

 4 £49.50 2001/3/1 March 2022 mileage - 110 miles 
Sub Total £4,867.15 

 £1,386.66 Confidential 

Total £6,253.81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item 7 (b) 

Bank Account Reconciled Statement 
 Lloyds Bank deposit - 07165621 07165621 30-99-12 
 Statement Opening Balance £118,843.99 Opening Date 01/02/22 
 Statement Closing Balance £112,503.16 Closing Date 28/02/22 
 True/ Cashbook Closing  £112,503.16 
 Balance 

 Date Cheque/ Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (£) 

 09/02/22 220209LloydsInt 0.00 1.03 118,845.02 

 22/02/22 220222TransFeb 6,341.86 0.00 112,503.16 

 Lloyds Bank Current 00155779 00155779 30-99-12 
 Statement Opening Balance £7,447.14 Opening Date 01/02/22 
 Statement Closing Balance £8,631.14 Closing Date 28/02/22 
 True/ Cashbook Closing  £8,631.14 
 Balance 

 Date Cheque/ Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (£) 

 07/02/22 220207BD500042 Duke, B 0.00 33.00 7,480.14 

 07/02/22 220207BH500042 House, B 0.00 50.00 7,530.14 

 07/02/22 220207Comm500042 CommuniBus 0.00 60.00 7,590.14 

 07/02/22 220207DF500042 Fairhurst, D 0.00 93.00 7,683.14 

 07/02/22 220207DL500042 Lewis, DI 0.00 20.00 7,703.14 

 07/02/22 220207DP500042 Pitts, D 0.00 15.00 7,718.14 

 07/02/22 220207Drax500042 Drax Hall 0.00 30.00 7,748.14 

 07/02/22 220207S&P500042 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 0.00 165.00 7,913.14 

 07/02/22 220207SK500042 Kennedy, Stuart 0.00 14.00 7,927.14 

 09/02/22 220209LloydsInt Lloyds Bank 1.03 1.03 7,927.14 

 18/02/22 220218GrassbyC12/ Grassby Memorials 0.00 266.00 8,193.14 

 22/02/22 220222AKing King, A 2,798.15 0.00 5,394.99 

 22/02/22 220222BACS101Bart Bartletts Country Stores 164.40 0.00 5,230.59 

 22/02/22 220222BACS102Bart Bartletts Country Stores 7.17 0.00 5,223.42 

 22/02/22 220222BACS103Bart Bartletts Country Stores 63.09 0.00 5,160.33 

 22/02/22 220222BACS104BR Bere Regis & Affpuddle  41.00 0.00 5,119.33 

 22/02/22 220222BACS105Mor Morelock Signs Ltd 510.00 0.00 4,609.33 

 22/02/22 220222BACS106Bart Bartletts Country Stores 46.80 0.00 4,562.53 

 22/02/22 220222BACS108DC D C Pension Fund 248.60 0.00 4,313.93 

 22/02/22 220222BACS109HM HMRC (PAYE) 206.69 0.00 4,107.24 

 22/02/22 220222BAC110Zoom Zoom Video Communications  14.39 0.00 4,092.85 

 22/02/22 220222Bacs111Bartl Bartletts Country Stores 31.20 0.00 4,061.65 

 22/02/22 220222BACS112Bart Bartletts Country Stores 154.73 0.00 3,906.92 

 22/02/22 220222BACS113Bart Bartletts Country Stores 18.13 0.00 3,888.79 22/02/22
 220222BACS114Bart Bartletts Country Stores 25.20 0.00 3,863.59 

 22/02/22 220222BACS115AC Crocker, A 814.71 0.00 3,048.88 

 22/02/22 220222BACS116BD Duke, B 29.70 0.00 3,019.18 

 22/02/22 220222BACS117DF Fairhurst, Diana 90.90 0.00 2,928.28 

 22/02/22 220222BACS118Pea Pear Technology Services  942.00 0.00 1,986.28 

 22/02/22 220222BACS119ICC Institute of Cemetery &  95.00 0.00 1,891.28 

 22/02/22 220222TransFeb 0.00 6,341.86 8,233.14 

 24/02/22 220224BACS107Dra Drax Arms 0.00 -40.00 8,193.14 

 25/02/22 220225ADeb500043 Debenham, Alison 0.00 7.00 8,200.14 

 25/02/22 220225PCarterC12/8 Carter, Mrs Phyl 0.00 431.00 8,631.14 
 



Item (c) 

Financial Budget Comparison 
Comparison between 01/04/21 and 05/03/22 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions.  
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21 
 2021/2022 Reserve Actual Net Balance 
 Movements 

 INCOME 

Council 
 100 Precept £70,000.00 £0.00 £70,000.00 £0.00 
Total Council £70,000.00 £0.00 £70,000.00 £0.00 
Council Administration 
 200 Council Administration £60.00 £0.00 £8,490.61 £8,430.61 
Total Council Administration £60.00 £0.00 £8,490.61 £8,430.61 
Cemetery 
 300 Cemetery Income £3,000.00 £0.00 £6,078.00 £3,078.00 
Total Cemetery £3,000.00 £0.00 £6,078.00 £3,078.00 
NeighbourCar 
 400 NeighbourCar Income £0.00 £0.00 £1,088.00 £1,088.00 
Total NeighbourCar £0.00 £0.00 £1,088.00 £1,088.00 
Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 
 500 Lunch Club Income £0.00 £0.00 £165.00 £165.00 
Total Salt & Pepper Lunch Club £0.00 £0.00 £165.00 £165.00 
CommuniBus 
 600 Communibus Operating Income £0.00 £0.00 £60.00 £60.00 
Total CommuniBus £0.00 £0.00 £60.00 £60.00 
Total Income £73,060.00 £0.00 £85,881.61 £12,821.61 
 

 2021/2022 Reserve Actual Net Balance 
 Movements 

EXPENDITURE 

Council Administration 
2000 Council Staff Costs £14,677.27 £0.00 £13,771.29 £905.98 
2001 Council Office Costs £4,400.00 £0.00 £6,009.09 -£1,609.09 
2002 Council Audit Fee £800.00 £0.00 £682.13 £117.87 
2003 Play Area Costs £7,070.00 £0.00 £2,133.54 £4,936.46 
2004 Lengthsman £30,000.00 £0.00 £30,979.51 -£979.51 
2005 Wild Life Group £300.00 £0.00 £0.00 £300.00 
2006 General Costs £4,915.00 £0.00 £6,091.50 -£1,176.50 
2007 Projects & Events £7,200.00 £0.00 £26,905.88 -£19,705.88 
Total Council Administration £69,362.27 £0.00 £86,572.94 -£17,210.67 
Cemetery 
3000 Cemetery Operating Costs £700.00 £0.00 £203.00 £497.00 
Total Cemetery £700.00 £0.00 £203.00 £497.00 
NeighbourCar 
4000 Operating Costs £500.00 £0.00 £1,465.89 -£965.89 
Total NeighbourCar £500.00 £0.00 £1,465.89 -£965.89 
Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 
5000 Lunch Club Operating Costs £500.00 £0.00 £570.25 -£70.25 
Total Salt & Pepper Lunch Club £500.00 £0.00 £570.25 -£70.25 
CommuniBus 
6000 CommuniBus Operating Costs £1,000.00 £0.00 £606.22 £393.78 
Total CommuniBus £1,000.00 £0.00 £606.22 £393.78 
Community Hall 
7000 Operating Costs £5,000.00 £0.00 £0.00 £5,000.00 
Total Community Hall £5,000.00 £0.00 £0.00 £5,000.00 
Total Expenditure £77,062.27 £0.00 £89,418.30 -£12,356.03 
 
Total Income        £73,060.00  £0.00    £85,881.61     £12,821.61 
Total Expenditure £77,062.27 £0.00 £89,418.30 -£12,356.03 

Total Net Balance -£4,002.27 -£3,536.69 

 

 



Item 9 (a) 

Finger Post Report – March 2022 

 
1 

Location Top of Rye Hill 
 

Condition  Good 
 

Work required Needs cleaning. 
 

 

2 

Location Hollow Oak turning  
 

Condition  Good 
 

Work required Needs cleaning. 
 

 

3 

Location Bere Heath Chapel crossroads 
 

Condition  Pole only present, fingers missing 
 

Work required Fingers need replacing. 
 

 

4 

Location Lane End turning 
 

Condition  Pole only present, fingers missing 
 

Work required Fingers need replacing 
 

 

5 

Location Turnerspuddle T junction  
 

Condition  Poor 
 

Work required Pole needs replacing, top needs replacing and the Bere Regis finger 
needs replacing.  Other fingers are satisfactory. 
 

 

6 

Location Woodbury Cross next to Lower Woodbury Farm 
 

Condition  Missing / does appear to be an old pole there 
 

Work required New pole required.  Direction to Wareham, direction to Bere Regis 
A35 and direction to Lane End required. 
 

Note:  Also on our survey the village stone signs need cleaning with a pressure washer.  Jon and I are prepared to do this.  

Also the signs on the A35 that have been noted before need washing and some clearance.  Jon and I are prepared to do 

this. 



 
 

 

 

 



Item 9 (d) 

 

 
 
 
 

Licence Agreement 
 

between 
 

Dorset Wildlife Trust 
 

And 
 

Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
 
 

Regarding 
 

Management of Allotments at Court Green 



1. Parties and Date 
 
This memorandum is made the day of –                                                                        2022 
 
Between: 
 
Dorset Wildlife Trust, Brooklands Farm, Forston, Dorchester, Dorset  DT2 7AA 
 
and 
 
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
(“The Parties”) 
 
 
2. Preamble 
 
2.1 Background 
 
Dorset Wildlife Trust has purchased 170ha of land near Bere Regis, now known as Wild Woodbury.  
The land has been acquired to support ecological restoration and the reduction of nitrates entering 
Poole Harbour.  Dorset Wildlife Trust intends to restore the land utilising natural regeneration and 
‘rewilding’ principles including extensive grazing. 
 
The land acquired by Dorset Wildlife Trust also includes land adjacent to Court Green used as 
allotments (‘the allotments’) for local people. 
 
 
2.2 The Licence Agreement 
 
This Licence Agreement provides a framework for partnership working between the Dorset Wildlife 
Trust and Bere Regis Parish Council regarding the management of the Allotments. 
 
The allotments have been informally managed by the previous landowner and this agreement seeks to 
formalise arrangements and transfer management to Bere Regis Parish Council.  The agreement will 
define the terms and undertakings of the parties in facilitating the future management of the allotments 
for the benefit of the people of Bere Regis. 
 
Representatives of both organisations will meet regularly to discuss any issues that may arise or 
matters of mutual concern. 
 



 
3. Undertakings by the Parties 
 
3.1 Undertakings by Dorset Wildlife Trust 
 
While this agreement is in place Dorset Wildlife Trust will: 
 

• Grant a licence for a period of 10 years from the date of this agreement to Bere Regis 
Parish Council to manage the allotment site to include letting of plots and collection of rent. 

• Maintain the water supply to the site, Bere Regis Parish Council will maintain water supply 
infrastructure within the allotment site. 

• Provide a tenancy agreement for use, by Bere Regis Parish Council, in updating 
arrangements with existing tenants and any future tenancies. 

• At all times act in a manner that is reasonable and in keeping with the conciliatory nature of 
this agreement. 

 
3.2 Undertakings by Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
While this agreement is in place Bere Regis Parish Council will: 
 

• Administer the letting of allotment plots only to people living within the parish utilising the 
letting agreement supplied by Dorset Wildlife Trust. 

• Provide an updated tenancy agreement with tenants occupying allotments as of the date of 
this agreement. 

• Ensure that any new tenants sign the tenancy agreement. 

• Ensure that tenants comply with the terms of the agreement at all times. 

• Set and collect rent from allotment holders. 

• Maintain a register of allotment holders and a site map showing occupancy of allotment 
plots. 

• Maintain a waiting list of those wishing to rent allotments. 

• Allocate tenancies by ballot to those on any waiting list on the date of this agreement. 

• Maintain appropriate insurance and indemnify Dorset Wildlife Trust for any liability arising 
from the management or use of the allotments 

• Maintain the boundaries, gates and other infrastructure of the allotment site including water 
supply infrastructure. 

• Assess and maintain tree safety within the allotment area. 

• Ensure that any Public Rights of Way within the allotment site are maintained and kept free 
of obstructions at all times. 

• At all times act in a manner that is reasonable and in keeping with the conciliatory nature of 
this agreement. 

 



 
 
4. Additional Considerations 
 

• Bere Regis Parish Council will retain all income derived from tenancy rent for the purpose of 
administering, insuring and maintaining the allotments. 

• All land subject to this agreement will remain in the ownership of Dorset Wildlife Trust and 
no part of the agreement shall be construed as passing any rights of ownership, either 
freehold or leasehold to Bere Regis Parish Council. 

• Any issues arising should be addressed in a mutually conciliatory manner. 
 
 
To be inserted 
 
Map showing extent of allotment area and access points. 
 
 



 
 
Signatures 
 
 
Signed by: 
 
On behalf of Dorset Wildlife Trust 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Name:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed by: 
 
On behalf of Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Name:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
AGREEMENT FOR LETTING OF ALLOTMENT PLOT 

 
The allotment site is owned by Dorset Wildlife Trust and managed under licence by Bere Regis Parish Council. 
 
THIS AGREEMENT is made the 1st day of month/year>>for a period of 12 months 
 
between  
 
Bere Regis Parish Council (‘the Council’) <<registered office>> 
 
and 
 
 << name>> (“the Tenant”) of <<address>> 
 
email:  
 
phone:  
 
Plot Number:  
Plot Size:  
 
Agreed rent for period: £ 
 
IT IS AGREED as follows:-  
 
1. Agreement to let 

THE Council agrees to let and the Tenant agrees to take the allotment numbered <<plot number>> on the 
<<site name>> allotment site in the register of allotment gardens kept by the Council and containing in the 
whole approximately <<size>> sq. yards (or <<size>> sq. metres) (“the Allotment”) on a yearly tenancy from 
1 April at the yearly rent payable annually in advance each year by the 25 March or pro rata for the balance of 
the 12-month period should a tenancy agreement commence after 1 April. 
 

2. Tenant’s Agreements 
The Tenant agrees with the Council to observe and perform the conditions and obligations set out below: 
 
2.1. Rent 
The Tenant must pay the rent as defined in the rent schedule, in advance by 25 March in each year. 
 
2.2. Use 
The Tenant must use the Allotment as an allotment garden only and for no other purpose. 
 
2.3. Cultivation and Maintenance 
The Tenant must maintain the allotment in a good state of cultivation, free from waste plastic and ensuring 
that plants growing on the allotment do not cause a nuisance to neighbouring holders, either through seed 
spread or shading.  Pathways should be kept clear. 

 
2.4. Nuisance 
The Tenant must not cause or permit any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment 
garden, or obstruct or encroach on any path or roadway set out by the Council for the use of the occupiers of 
the allotment gardens. 
 
2.5. Legal obligations 
The Tenant must at all times during the tenancy observe and comply fully with all enactments, statutory 
instruments, local, parochial or other bylaws, orders or regulations affecting the Allotment. 
 
2.6. Alienation 
The Tenant must not sublet, assign or part with possession of the Allotment. 
 
 
 
2.7. Boundaries 
If necessary, the Tenant must mark out the allotment boundary so as to distinguish it from the adjoining 



plots.  Boundary features should be kept in good order and restricted to a reasonable height so as to cause 
no nuisance or obstruction to neighbouring plots.  The Tenant will use his/her best endeavours to protect 
any other hedges, fences or gates in the allotment field of which the Allotment forms part or in adjoining land 
and any notice board which has been or may at any time during the tenancy be erected by the Council on 
the Allotment or the allotment field. 

 
2.8. Buildings 
The Tenant must not erect any building on the Allotment without the written consent of the Council, provided 
that consent will not be unreasonably refused under this clause for the erection of a small shed that is 
reasonably necessary for the storage of tools and materials consistent with maintaining the allotment. 
 
2.9. Barbed wire 
The Tenant must not use barbed wire for a fence adjoining any path set out by the Council for the use of 
occupiers of the allotment gardens. 
 
2.10. Fruit Trees 
The Tenant must ensure that fruit trees are well maintained and not allowed to grow excessively tall or wide 
so as not to cause neighbouring plots to be shaded.  The impact on neighbouring plots must be taken into 
account when planting any fruit trees.  Any tree that causes undue shading or infringement on neighbouring 
plots may be removed. 
 
No trees other than fruit trees may be planted without the written permission of the Council and Dorset 
Wildlife Trust. 
 
2.11. Waste and Refuse 
The Tenant must not deposit, or allow other persons to deposit, on the Allotment any refuse or any decaying 
matter, except manure and compost in such quantities as may be reasonably required for use in cultivation, or 
place any matter in the hedges, ditches or dykes in the allotment field of which the Allotment forms part or in 
adjoining land. 
 
The Tenant must not take, sell or carry away any soil, mineral, gravel, sand, earth or clay without the written 
consent of the Council and Dorset Wildlife Trust. 

 
2.12. Dogs 
The Tenant must not bring any dog into the allotment field of which the Allotment forms part, or cause one to 
be brought in, unless the dog is held on a leash. 

 
2.13. Livestock 
The Tenant must not keep any animals or livestock of any kind on the Allotment with the exception of 
hens/chickens which may be kept in small numbers with the written permission of the council.  If chickens 
are kept they must be kept in an enclosure and kept in accordance with animal welfare best practice and 
regulations. 
 
2.14. Fertiliser, Pesticide and Herbicide 
In keeping with the status of the use of the wider site for nature conservation and wildlife by Dorset Wildlife 
Trust, the tenant shall not use any artificial nitrate-based fertiliser or chemical pesticide or herbicide without the 
written permission of the Council and Dorset Wildlife Trust. 

 
2.15. Advertisements 
The Tenant must not erect any notice or advertisement on the Allotment. 
 
2.16. Admittance 
The Tenant agrees that the Council shall have the right to refuse admittance to the Allotment to any person, 
other than the Tenant or a member of his/her family, unless accompanied by the Tenant or a member of 
his/her family. 
 
2.17. Disputes 
The Tenant agrees that any case of dispute between himself/herself and any other occupier of an allotment 
garden in the allotment field shall be referred to the Council whose decision shall be final. 
 
2.18. Change of Address 
The Tenant agrees to inform the Council immediately of any change of his/her address. 

 
2.19. Inspection 



The Tenant agrees that any officer or agent of the Council may enter and inspect the Allotment at any time 
when so directed by the Council 
 
2.20. Sheds and Buildings 
Tenants may erect a small shed, not exceeding 2 sq. mtrs, on the plot for the storage of tools and materials. If 
the tenant wishes to erect a shed on the plot they must maintain and keep the shed in good repair. 
 
No other buildings, e.g. greenhouses, summerhouses, shall be erected on the plot. 
 
2.21. Water pipes 
The Tenant will at all times exercise every care to prevent waste leakage or misuse of water and forthwith to 
make good and repair any injury or damage done to any water pipes or taps within the allotment field unless 
such injury or damage is due to some cause other than the Tenant’s own negligence or default and in any 
event immediately to report by notice in accordance with clause 4 to the Council any such waste leakage or 
misuse. 
 
2.22. Rules and Regulations 
The Tenant must observe all rules and regulations relating to allotment gardens which have been or may at 
any time in the future be made by the Council and of which the Tenant is notified. 
 
2.23. Special Conditions 
The Tenant must observe and perform any special condition the Council considers necessary to preserve the 
Allotment from deterioration of which notice is given to the Tenant in accordance with clause 4 below. 
 
2.24. Yielding up 
The Tenant must yield up the Allotment garden and shed at the termination of the tenancy created by this 
agreement in such condition as shall be in compliance with the agreements contained within this agreement. 
 

3. Termination of the Tenancy 
 
3.1. Termination on death of tenant 
This tenancy shall terminate with immediate effect on the death of the Tenant. 
 
3.2. Termination on termination of the Council’s interest 
This tenancy shall terminate on the day on which the Council licence terminates unless other arrangements 
are put in place at this time. 
 
3.3. Termination by Notice 
This tenancy may be determined by the council giving to the tenant 12 months’ notice in writing 3 months prior 
to a period of tenancy starting on 1 April. 

 
3.4. Termination by re-entry on default 
This tenancy may be terminated by re-entry by the Council at any time after giving one months’ previous 
notice in writing to the Tenant: 

i) if the rent or any part of it is in arrears for not less than 40 days whether legally demanded or not; 
ii) if it appears to the Council that there has been a breach of the conditions and agreements on the part 

of the Tenant contained in this agreement and provided that, if such breach is of the conditions or rules 
affecting the cultivation of the Allotment, at least 3 months have elapsed since the commencement of 
the tenancy; or 

 
3.5. Termination by the Tenant 
This tenancy may be terminated by the Tenant giving to the Council 3 months’ notice in writing expiring at any 
time.  In so doing the tenant will forfeit the right for reimbursement of any rent which would be due to the 
Tenant on the date of such notice being received by the Council. 

 
 
 
 
4. Notices 
Any notice required to be given by the Council to the Tenant may be signed on behalf of the Council by the 
Council clerk and may be served on the Tenant either by email to the tenants registered email address, 
personally, by leaving it at his last known place of abode, by registered letter or letter sent by the recorded delivery 
service addressed to him there or by fixing same in some conspicuous manner on the Allotment. 
 



Any notice required to be given by the Tenant to the Council shall be sufficiently given if signed by the Tenant and 
sent by email to the council clerk or in a prepaid post letter to the clerk of the Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
Signatures 
 

 
SIGNED for and on behalf of the Council  
 
 

 
 
 

In the presence of: 
 
 
 

 
Signature of Witness 
 
 
 

 

 
Address of Witness 
 

 

 
Signature of Tenant 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In the presence of 
 

 

 
Signature of Witness 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Address of Witness    
 
 
 

 

 


