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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14th MAY 2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Present: 
Cllrs G Curtis, S Bardwell, L Fairhurst, D Bishop, J Percy, S Close, K Hazell, J Hawkins, S Walker
 
Chair:

Cllr Jon Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
6 members of the public, Tim Hoskinson and Steve Clark from Wyatt Homes
1.
Election of Chair 
26.027
Cllr Curtis proposed Cllr Jon Park for the role of Chair. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. Cllr Park signed his Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 
2.
Election of Vice Chair
26.028
Cllr Park informed the meeting that Cllr Walker had decided to step down from the Parish Council at the end of this meeting. Cllr Park extended thanks for the hard work and dedication Cllr Walker has put in to everything he has been involved with during his time in office. Rather than elect a Vice Chair at this point, members were asked to consider whether they would like to take on the role and contact the Clerk before the June meeting. This item will be put on the agenda for consideration in June 
3.
To receive apologies for absence 
26.029
Apologies had been received from Dorset Cllrs Laura Beddow and Mike Baker (Dorset Council meeting). 

4.
To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 
26.030
No interests were declared, and no requests for dispensations had been received. 
5.
To consider the Co-option of a Parish Councillor 
26.031
Ben Howard had submitted his name for consideration. Cllr Park proposed he is invited to join the Parish Council. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. Cllr Howard signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

6.
 To confirm roles for Councillors for the coming year 
26.032
As there are several new members, a list of all roles will be issued to members for consideration and brought to the June meeting. The list will include who is in the role at the moment. Members are asked to contact the Clerk with a list of roles they would like to take for the coming year. 
7.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th April 2026
26.033
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Park proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
8.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.034
IT policy is still under review by DAPTC. 
9.
Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.035
The report will be made available upon receipt.
10.
Key Topics 
26.036
To agree the grant request from Bere Regis School for £800 towards a reading corridor

Rachel Brown was in attendance to represent the School and answer any questions members may have about the application.
Can we guarantee the money will go to the school and not the Academy – Yes, it has to go into the main account but it will be marked.


Why is the money needed in the first place – 90% of the budget allocated to the school is spent on staffing. Additional funding has been spent on other projects but there is not enough funding left to cover the cost of the corridor. There is a library area in the centre of the school but a lot of the books are on shelves in the corridor and the money is needed to make this area a bit more inviting. 


Cllr Park proposed the £800 is paid. This was seconded by Cllr Hazell and agreed unanimously. 

26.037
To retrospectively agree a grant of £400 towards repairs for the Village Hall 

Cllr Park explained that, when the scaffold was in place, he went up and saw that the dormer window was dangerous and needed repairing. The cost of the repairs was £800 and Cllr Park agreed to pay £400 towards the cost. This was agreed unanimously. 
11.
Finance 
26.038
To agree the Annual Governance Statement 
A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Each statement was reviewed and individually acknowledged. Cllr Park then proposed that the Annual Governance Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Statement was signed by the Chair and RFO in the presence of the meeting. 

26.039
To agree the Annual Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026

A copy of the full set of accounts had been issued to all members at the April meeting, and the Annual Accounting Statement had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Hawkins proposed the accounts are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Accounting Statement was signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting.

26.040
To consider the Conflict of Interest statement for the External Auditor 
Members confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with BDO and the form was signed by both the Chair and the RFO. 

26.041
To confirm the Parish Council’s eligibility to hold the General Power of Competence (GPC)

The Parish Council remains eligible to hold GPC as the Clerk is qualified and more than two thirds of members were elected. 

26.042
To confirm the appointment of the Internal Audit for the year to 31st March 2027

The Internal Auditor is currently Darkin-Miller Ltd and they have been auditing the books for over 15 years. Cllr Curtis proposed we continue to use Darkin-Miller Ltd. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.
26.043
To consider the transfer of funds from the Lloyds account to the PSDF account 

The Clerk reported that the first half of the Precept had been paid into the Lloyds account. Interest on the PSDF account is currently running at 3.75%, whilst Lloyds is 0.5%. There is currently £63,482.98 in the Lloyds account. The Clerk suggested transferring £30,000. 

Cllr Park proposed £30,000 is transferred. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.
26.044
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


DVLA


12 month’s road tax on bus


D/card
 
     177.00


Cloudy IT

Additional email added 

        
BACS495
         3.91


Minuteman

Poo fairy stickers, CAB fliers


BACS496
       67.22


BR Village Hall
Grant re ceiling repairs


BACS497
     775.00


JF Property

Scaffolding & repairs to village hall roof
BACS498
  1,400.00


N Fairhurst

Annual website hosting & maintenance
BACS499
     280.00

 
R Morrall

NeighbourCar tips March 2026

BACS500
       87.50


I Ventham

April lunch club food



BACS501
     146.18


Lloyds Bank

Account charges 10.02.26 to 09.03.26


         4.40


J Kurzejewska

NeighbourCar trips March 2026

BACS502
         7.20


D Fairhurst

NeighbourCar trips March 2026

BACS503
       11.25


Dorset Council
Central car park rates – May 2026

BACS504
     200.00


JF Property

Repairs to dormer winder at village hall
BACS505
     400.00


DC Pension Fund
May 2026 pension contributions

BACS506
     307.22


R Morrall

NeighbourCar trips April 2026

BACS507
       46.80


CloudyIT

May 2026 email support


BACS508
     106.38

 
123Reg

.org.uk domain hosting 1 year


BACS509
       15.59


Bartletts

Fixing pegs for allotments


BACS510
       23.81

A King


Lengthsman – April



BACS511
  3,190.63


A Crocker

May 2026 salary + expenses


BACS512
     976.83


HMRC


May 2026 PAYE & NIC


BACS513
     358.51


ICCM


Annual subscription



BACS514
     110.00


Andrea Pellegram
NP fees re Reg14, dealing DC, reg 15
BACS515
  2,542.98


J Ahern

NeighbourCar trips April 2026

BACS516
         9.90


K Benjafield

DBS checks for volunteers


BACS517
       16.98


Bere Regis School
Grant for reading corridor


BACS518
     800.00


Gallagher

Insurance renewal 01.06.26 to 31.05.27
BACS519
  2,202.95


The total amount requested from the Precept is £14,278.24.

Cllr Curtis proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.

26.045
To accept the reconciliation of accounts as at 30th April 202 

A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Fairhurst proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.
12.
Statutory Reviews 
26.046
To confirm the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct

A copy of both reports had been issued to members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Curtis proposed they are accepted without amendment. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.

26.047
To agree the Risk Assessment and Asset Register 

A copy of both reports were issued to members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Park proposed the Asset Register is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.


Cllr Fairhurst proposed the Risk Assessment was accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously.

26.048
To review and approve a 3 Year Long Term Agreement with the Council’s insurance provider

The insurance is due for renewal on the 1st June and the provider has offered a 3 Year Long Term Agreement with the premium being held at its current level – unless new assets are purchased or anything happens that would vary the present position. Cllr Fairhurst proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Bardwell and agreed unanimously.
26.049
To review and approve existing policies

Copies of the policies were included with the agenda. Cllr Park proposed they are accepted without amendment. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.
13.
Planning 
26.050
To consider planning applications received 
P/FUL/2026/01637
Chamberlaynes Farm – Change of use of agricultural barn to form Class C3 dwelling extension to existing dwelling, including modifications to existing dwelling

The PWP recommended no objection

P/FUL/2024/05032
Land at Back Lane and North Street – Erection of 67 dwellings and associated SANG including provision of access, parking, landscaping, associated infrastructure and ancillary work


The PWP reviewed the site plans which do not appear to have changed. The Parish Council did not oppose the previous application. 

It was noted that the proposed houses fronting West Street with parking at the rear could cause additional problems, not only with parking on West Street but also with vehicles exiting Shitterton. Tim Hoskinson responded saying that the houses are within the conservation area and the local design is to have the housing fronting West Street. The tree boundary has now been kept and the speed bump is to be moved down by the proposed entrance to the site and will act as a crossing. There are two spaces per dwelling which is above the national requirement. 

Why is there a reduction in the affordable housing allocation and by how much? Costs have risen substantially whilst house prices are relatively stable. There is a requirement on the development to provide a substantial amount of infrastructure as well. This made 40% affordable housing no longer available. The policy does allow change based on viability. Following reviews of the viability, both Wyatt Homes and Dorset Council have agreed on 7 affordable houses, which equates to about 10%. The affordable housing will be split 3 shared ownership and 4 will be rented via a housing association. 


In practical terms, when is building likely to start as there are several other developments in the area that have still not been fully sold. The planning process is very slow at the moment but they are keen to complete the application and start building as soon as possible. 

Concern was raised regarding the adequacy of the existing sewage system being able to cope with the additional housing. In terms of the drainage strategy, Wyatt’s have been required to look at future climate change over the next 50 years. They are required to build soak aways and tanks that will hold a main flood event and will hold more water than the current green field run through. 


Is there sufficient capacity in the local sewers to prevent the nitrate filtration into Poole Harbour. Wyatt – they have to be nitrate neutral on new developments. In the meantime, they have to offset against farm land until the sewage works are upgraded to be able to cope with new development. 

Cllr Park proposed no objections to the proposal. This was accepted 8 in favour, 1 objection.

26.051
To consider tree work applications 

P/TRT/2026/02067
Tower House, Tower Hill – T1 Ash; fell to ground level and treat stump to prevent regrowth


No objection the tree has Ash die back.


P/PABA/2026/02658
Philliols Farm, Bere Heath – Erect general purpose agricultural storage building


The proposal sits behind the existing barns and will not be very visible from the road. The PWP recommended no objection. 

Cllr Park proposed the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.
14.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
26.052
To receive an update on the play area 

Cllr Hazell reported that he had been looking to getting grants and getting the school involved but, having sent out letters to parents, only two parents responded. Subsequently, he met with Alison Bennett and her team, after which he attended the AGM at the Pop In Place where he gave a brief overview of what was needed. He then held a meeting on the 13th May which was open to everyone and over 30 people attended. Out of this has come a working group of 8 people to take the project forward. Pop In have also offered to help raise money. 

Is was suggested that the group should have its own status rather than be a part of the Parish Council. However, this would create its own problems. 

It may be possible to build the park in stages and change some of the elements. 


The meeting was very positive and there is now a focus group of about 8 people. 

26.053
General Update

Village Hall – Cllr Park reported that there seems to be various issues regarding the hall spreading around the village. He stressed that, if anyone has any questions or queries regarding the hall, they are welcome contact the Clerk or the Chair. As things stand at the moment, there are still two potential sites for the hall; one the Parish Council owns and one it does not. Discussions are on-going with Dorset Wildlife Trust and, until something concrete is known, no action will be taken with regard to the land on which the Scout Hut sits. It should be stressed that the Scout lease does not run out until 2031 so there is still time before a decision has to be made either way.  


The Church have passed on their thanks to the Lengthsman for his work in the church yard.


Winter Plan – Cllrs Bishop and Curtis have been through the original plan and amended the links. A list of grit bins is needed. The plan also includes a list of volunteers which needs to be updated. 

20.37 
Cllr Bardwell left the meeting.


This will be brought back to the June meeting.  
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
26.054
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
26.055
Parish Councillors’ Reports 

 Cllr Curtis reported that the lock on Tuberville Court has now been repaired and the maintenance charges are now with the ombudsman. 

Cllr Fairhurst noted that, at the last meeting, it was raised that pot hole repairs were inadequate. Martin Smith of Wiltshire Council has just bought three JCB Hydradig Pothole Pro machines. some pothole repair machines. He suggested that the Clerk contact our Ward Councillors and ask them to lobby the Council to invest in some. 

Cllrs Hawkins and Percy will be meeting with Daisy Meadowcroft of Dorset Wildlife Trust on the 15th to discuss village events. 

16.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
26.055
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:



- Welcome new councillor


- Election of Chair



- Play area update


- Grants made
17.
To consider correspondence received since the agenda was set 
26.056
Nothing to add.

18.
Date of next meeting
26.057
The next meeting will be on Thursday 11th June, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the 1st June.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.51 hrs.
ACTION: CLERK
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Signed: ……………………………………….


