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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9th APRIL 2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM

Present: 	Cllrs L Fairhurst, J Hawkins, G Curtis, J Percy, S Walker, S Close, K Hazell, S Bardwell

Chair: 		Cllr Jon Park

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:	6 member of the public and Daisy Meadowcroft (DWT)

1.	Period for public participation 

26.001	 The issue of the allotments was raised and the fact that so many are under cultivated and not producing very much. There is now a Councillor responsible for the allotments and the situation has been taken on board. 

	Daisy Meadowcroft, Ranger for Dorset Wildlife Trust, Wild Woodbury raised the possibility of working more collaboratively and, perhaps, opening the site as a venue for village events. The site could be more integrated within the community. If anyone has an event they are thinking of putting on, perhaps it could be done with the help of DWT. A request could be put on social media asking residents of the parish what they would like to do. 

	The request from the Village Hall for a grant was raised and members were asked to look favourably on the request. The Committee are in the process of actively raising money themselves via shows, events and applying for funding from other sources. The hall has one or two serious issues, most notably at the moment, the leaking roof.  

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

26.002	Apologies for absence had been received from Dorset Cllrs Laura Beddow and Mike Baker.

3.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2026

26.003	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the meeting. Cllr Park  proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

4.	Matters arising from those minutes for report only 

26.004	Risk assessment for IT – DAPTC have yet to respond and the Clerk will chase. ACTION: CLERK


5.	To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 

26.005	No interests were declared. 

6.	To consider the Co-option of a new Parish Councillor 

26.006	Mr Dominic Bishop had put his name forward for one of the vacancies. Cllr Park proposed he is elected to the Council. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. Cllr Bishop signed is Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk484269956]7.	To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 

26.007	The latest report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Walker noted the pothole repairs being undertaken at Bovington. They would seem very inadequate and very unlikely to last.  

8.	Key Topics 

26.008	To consider a request from the Scout Group to nominate the Scout Hut as an Asset of Community Value

Discussion took place regarding the reasoning behind Assets of Community Value. Cllr Park proposed that the hut is not nominated. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed 6 in favour, 1 abstention. 
	
26.009	To consider the production of an Emergency Resilience Plan and update the Winter Maintenance Plan

Cllr Curtis and Cllr Bishop will form a working party and report back.

26.010	To consider the draft DAPTC Statement of Reasonable Expectations

A copy of the draft had been issued to all members with the agenda. Members are not in favour of the report, which is noted, but felt that communication continues to be one way and Dorset Council are not very approachable.

9.	Finance 

26.010	To approve monthly expenditure 

	The following payments were requested:

	Amazon		Storage files				D/card			    22.45
	J Kurzsejewska		NeighbourCar trip February 2026	BACS480		      7.20
	I Ventham		March Lunch Club food			BACS481		    98.25	
	A Leigh		March Lunch Club food			BACS482		  120.29
	BR Scouts		Lunch Club hall hire Jan-March 2026	BACS483		    60.00
	A King			Lengthsman – March 2026		BACS484		1353.75	
	BR Village Hall		Hire of hall 2025			BACS485		  320.00
	Dorset Council		Solar panel for SID			BACS486		  330.00
	Wessex Water		Cemetery water 01.04.26 to 31.03.27	BACS487		  226.00
	Dorset Council		Central car park rates – April 2026	BACS488		  205.80
	CloudyIT		Monthly support April 2026		BACS489		    98.56
	Bartletts		Posts for Souls Moor fence		BACS490		    24.71
	BR School		Grant for purchase of non-fiction books	BACS491		  500.00
	DC Pension Fund	April 2026 pension contribution		BACS492		  331.32
	A Crocker		April 2026 salary + expenses		BACS493		  968.16
	HMRC			April 2026 PAYE & NIC		BACS494		  358.31
   
	The total amount requested from the Precept is £6025.40.

	Cllr Park proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. 

26.011	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

A copy of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Fairhurst proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. 

26.012	To consider a grant for Bere Regis Village Hall for up to £2,175 for essential roof repairs

After some discussion, Cllr Hazell proposed the grant is given for the full value of £2,175. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously.

26.013	To consider a grant of £800 for Bere Regis Primary School for the creation of a reading corridor 

Cllr Hazell proposed we pay the £800 grant. Cllr Walker felt that if someone is going to put in a grant bid, they should come along, talk about it and be prepared to answer questions regarding it. It was suggested that we offer the money in principle but would like a member of the school to address the meeting. In addition, how can we guarantee the money will go to Bere Regis School and not the general academy. There are several questions that members felt they would like answers to. A request will be made for a member of the school to attend the next meeting. This was proposed by Cllr Percy and seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously.ACTION: CLERK


It was agreed that, in future, if anyone wishes to ask for a grant, they will be required to attend a meeting and be prepared to answer some questions. The grant application will be amended to take this into account. 
ACTION: CLERK



10.	Planning 

26.014	To consider planning applications 

Notification has been received that the Rogers Hill Turbine application is to go before Committee on the 22nd April. If anyone wishes to attend or speak at the meeting, please contact the Clerk. 

11.	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

26.015	To confirm the 3% increase in cemetery fees for the year 2026/27

	Cllr Fairhurst proposed the increase is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously.

26.016	Allotments – To consider a side letter to the existing agreement regarding the additional names being added to tenancy agreements 

	In the past, allotment holders having been adding friends to their agreement and the ‘friend’ is then taking over the allotment. This is not a fair situation on those who have been on the waiting list for several years. Cllr Park proposed a letter is sent to all current holders setting out that no additional names will be added to the tenancy agreement and, should the allotment be given up, it will be passed to the next available person on the reservation list. This was seconded by Cllr Close and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will draft a letter and pass it to all members for consideration. ACTION: CLERK


26.017	General Update 

	Pavement outside the hairdressers has been reported again as, having been dug up recently, it is now hazardous.

	Cllr Bardwell reported the path outside his house which is now breaking up. 

	Access on Donkey Lane – Residents had met with Highways and agreed where the entrance to the new property should be located. It seems the current entrance is not in the agreed location. This would be an issue for Planning to look at but the residents would need to review the original plans. 

26.018	Defects 
		 
	Nothing to report. 

12.	Conservation and Environment 

26.019	 Nothing to report.

13.	Police, Traffic and Roads 

26.020	 Following a bad accident at the mouth of Woodbury Lane last month, it was felt that the speed on the link road should be 40mph. The Clerk will contact Highways to see if the speed limit can be reduced. 
ACTION: CLERK






14.	Community Liaison 

26.021 	To consider the purchase of a commemorative bench for Cllr Tony Bates 

	Cllr Park tabled three possible designs for the bench. Cllr Curtis proposed the Alexander Rose 5’ park bench. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously. The location will be agreed upon at a later date. This will be put on the agenda for May. 
	
15.	Children and Youth 

26.022	Cllr Curtis had reported an issue with children breaking into the old school. 

16.	To receive the Clerk’s Report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda 

26.023	The Clerk ‘s report was noted. 

	Cllr Walker asked if AG Tree Services had looked at the leaning tree. ACTION: CLERK


	Cllr Curtis reported that she is still speaking to Aster who have said they would not be undertaking any work on the trees as they did not feel it was necessary.

	Cllr Percy said she was pleased to see the Citizens Advice Bus back in the village and asked if would be possible to have some fliers in order to advertise the dates. The Clerk will look into this. ACTION: CLERK

	
17.	To consider correspondence received since the agenda was set 

26.024	Litter bin on Souls Moor. The Lengthsman has reported that this is now being filled to overflowing with out of date food packages and nappies. He has requested that the bin is removed and replaced with a dog pop bin or removed altogether. It took seven bin liners to empty it yesterday.   

	Cllr Bardwell proposed changing it to a dog waste bin. Cllr Park seconded this and it was unanimously agreed. However, the situation will be monitored. 

18.	Items for the May meeting

26.025	Any items members wish to be added to the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the end of the month.
	
19. 	Date of next meeting

26.026	The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14th May 2026 commencing 7pm and will be the Annual Parish Meeting, followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 20.23pm.
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