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Bere Regis Parish Council
c/o Wardon Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW
Clerk: Mrs Amanda Crocker
Email: clerk@bereregisparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dear Councillor









  8th August 2025
You are hereby summoned to attend a Parish Council meeting on Thursday 14th August 2025 at 7pm. The meeting will be held at the Drax Hall, North Street, Bere Regis to conduct the business below. 
Signed

A Crocker

Clerk

07855 396073


AGENDA
1. Period for members of the public to raise any issues

2. To receive apologies for absence  
3. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 12th June 2025
4. Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda – for report only
5. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and review dispensations received
6. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report – attached
7. Key Topics

(a) To confirm wreaths, etc for Remembrance Day
(b) To consider the purchase of Christmas trees for the village
(c) To consider the production of a Village Calendar

(d) To agree to appoint Andrea Pellgram Ltd to undertake the Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Neighbourhood Plan Review at a cost of £2,890 for 5 days
8. To consider Finance











(a) To approve monthly expenditure

(b) To confirm the reconciliation of accounts
(c) To review the position against budget
(d) To consider an increase in the annual grant to £1,000 for churchyard maintenance and a one-off grant of £600 for maintenance equipment – grant application attached
(e) To note the increase in Clerk’s salary in line with the NALC agreement of 3.2%

9.
Planning & Housing 









(a)
To consider planning applications:




P/HOU/2025/03613
Tower House, Tower Hill – Re-orientation of existing house with new front door to the north elevation with porch over and new single storey extn to the south
P/HOU/2025/04085
35A West Street – Erect garden office



(b)
To consider tree work applications:

P/TRT/2025/04450
Rochester Court Access Road to Blackhill Clump – T1 Oak – crown lift over home by 1.5m; T5 Oak – Reduce; T11 Ash – fell, replant with English Oak
10. Parish Amenities and Rights of Way

(a) To consider play park proposals received and agree one option
(b) To consider the cost of supply and fitting the car park sign

(c) To consider the cost of a storage container to be located in the central car park

(d) To consider the planting of 4 horse chestnut trees on Souls Moor

(e) Defects
11. Conservation and Environment

12. Police, Traffic and Roads
13. Community Liaison 

14. Children & Youth
15. To receive the Clerk’s Report and Councillor’s reports on items not covered by the agenda 
16. Items for the Parish Magazine

17. Items for the August meeting
Item 6
WEST PURBECK WARD

DORSET COUNCIL REPORT

Cllr Mike Baker & Cllr Laura Beddow

August 2025

1. Local Highlights & Dorset Council News

🗳️ Swanage Ward By-Election Result – Thursday 24 July 2025
Swanage residents elected Chris Tomes (Conservative) with 1,254 votes, defeating Lib Dem Poppy Maltby (737) and Labour’s Gemma Simmons (400). Chris will now represent Swanage on Dorset Council. The by-election followed the sad passing of long-serving councillor Bill Trite. The result means continuity of representation for Swanage residents within Dorset Council.

🔐 Council Pledges Accountability Following Investigation Reports
Following recent internal audits and investigations into financial oversight and service risks, Dorset Council has committed to strengthening governance, procurement procedures, and operational transparency. This pledge comes after heightened scrutiny of council processes. A series of action plans is now underway, focusing on procurement, financial governance, and risk management, to strengthen public confidence.

💷 Cost of Living Support Hailed “Transformational”
Over £2 million has been allocated to support Dorset households via energy advice, food vouchers, community drop-ins, and hardship support. Local hubs, Citizens Advice, and digital access points continue to play a vital role in reaching residents who may not otherwise access support. Please encourage anyone in need to check the council's website.

🌱 Economic Growth Strategy 2025–2040 Unveiled
The strategy outlines how Dorset Council will attract investment, regenerate town centres, support small businesses, and improve infrastructure. It includes a strong focus on digital infrastructure, rural connectivity, sustainable business parks, and support for green jobs—elements particularly relevant to semi-rural communities like ours.

🔄 Transformation Plan 2025–29 Outlined
The council will redesign services, introduce smarter digital systems, and deliver savings while protecting front-line provision. The Transformation Plan aims to future-proof council operations through service redesign, back-office efficiency, and greater use of digital tools to ensure value for money.

📊 Data & Business Intelligence Strategy Launched (June 2025)
This five-year strategy will embed data-led decision-making into council services, improving forecasting, service targeting, and data governance. Data will increasingly be used to shape where and how services are delivered—for example, ensuring the right care services reach older residents or supporting SEND provision in schools. Dashboards and reports will help councillors and officers make informed, real-time decisions.

2. Community Equipment Loan Service

🏠 Medequip Takes Over Pan-Dorset Service (from 1 August)
As of 1 August 2025, Medequip is the new provider of Dorset Council’s Community Equipment Loan Service. Urgent needs are prioritised, collections are temporarily paused, and existing loans remain valid. Medequip replaces NRS Healthcare and will be responsible for delivery, servicing, and collection of daily living aids. This includes equipment provided to support people being discharged from hospital, as well as items requested through occupational health assessments or care packages. The transition is being closely managed to avoid disruption.

3. West Purbeck Community News

🎪 Camp Bestival Returns to Lulworth
Held 31 July – 4 August, Camp Bestival drew thousands to Lulworth Castle. Local businesses reported strong trade, and traffic seemed well managed.
📌 Winfrith Newburgh & East Knighton
The new children’s playground is now open. Led by Cllr Brenda Mustoe, the £72,000 project was made possible through outstanding community support, with volunteers helping prepare the site, lay turf, and remove old equipment. 
📌 Wool Parish Council
Wool PC has published updates on local infrastructure projects, including roadworks and grants.

4. What This Means for West Purbeck Parishes

The updates outlined above reflect important changes and opportunities for West Purbeck communities. With the economic and transformation strategies now launched, our ward stands to benefit from investments in infrastructure, skills development, and better access to council services. These strategies are particularly relevant to rural communities, where transport, employment, and digital access are ongoing challenges.

The transition to Medequip will provide continued access to essential equipment for residents needing help to live safely and independently at home. Though some short-term delays may occur during the handover, urgent requests are being prioritised.

We also welcome the strong focus on transparency and data-driven decision making. The Council’s new commitment to better governance, backed by real-time data insights, should help ensure more consistent, needs-based delivery of services. This is especially important in areas such as adult social care, housing need, and SEND provision, where West Purbeck has significant demand.

Finally, we’re grateful to all local parish councils and residents who work with us to keep the community informed and supported. Please continue to raise concerns, ideas, or opportunities so we can represent you effectively.

5. West Purbeck Snapshot

Population: Approx. 10,300; Age: 22.4% aged 65+, 17.8% aged 0–15; Housing: 61% owner-occupiers, 28% older households.

6. Useful Links & Contacts

Dorset Council Newsroom: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/newsroom
Community Equipment Loan Service: https://www.medequip-uk.com/contact/pan-dorset
Useful links for residents:
• Report a missed bin: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/recycling-collection/missed-bin-collection
• Reporting road issues: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/-/verges-trees-and-hedges
• Cost of living support: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/cost-of-living-help
• Tree management: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/tree-management
• ASB reporting: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/anti-social-behaviour
7. Councillors’ Contact & Closing Comments

Cllr Laura Beddow | cllrlaura.beddow@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk | 07814 569563

Cllr Mike Baker | cllrmike.baker@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk | 07974 922717

Please contact us with any local issues, updates or suggestions. We’re here to support every part of West Purbeck.

Mike and Laura

Item 8(a)
	Payments Requested - August 2025
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Invoice Date
	Pay Ref
	Payee
	Comments
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	BACS Payments
	
	
	

	18.07.25
	PAY
	Lloyds Bank
	Account charges
	7.32

	19.07.25
	BACS350
	BR Village Hall
	Grant re purchase of trestle tables
	500.00

	19.07.25
	BACS351
	BR Scouts
	Grant re rifle range and tent
	1515.73

	17.07.25
	BACS352
	A Lynam
	Lunch Club - July
	26.94

	28.07.25
	BACS353
	Bartletts
	Pole for swings
	40.39

	31.07.25
	BACS354
	Play Inspection Co
	Annual play area inspection
	113.94

	01.08.25
	BACS355
	Cloudy IT
	August email, storage, support
	104.28

	31.07.25
	BACS356
	DC Pension Fund
	August pension contributions
	371.80

	15.07.25
	BACS357
	I Ventham
	July Lunch Club
	130.68

	04.08.25
	BACS358
	HMRC
	PAYE & NIC August 2025
	419.97

	01.08.25
	BACS359
	A King
	Lengthsman - July 2025
	3104.79

	08.08.25
	BACS360
	Bartletts
	Rail for swing repairs
	18.00

	10.07.25
	PAY
	Lloyds Bank
	Account charges
	8.20

	08.08.25
	BACS361
	Bartletts
	Play park repairs
	10.00

	31.07.25
	BACS362
	BR Scouts
	Lunch Club hall hire - April to June 2025
	60.00

	11.08.25
	BACS363
	A Crocker
	August 2025 salary + expenses
	1060.17

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total amount requested 
	
	7492.21


Item 8(b)
	Reconciliation of Accounts as at 31.07.25
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Opening balances
	7165621
	20788.00
	

	
	
	00155779
	3262.04
	

	
	
	PSDF
	189643.55
	

	
	
	
	
	213693.59

	Income for the month
	
	
	

	
	Account interest
	
	679.46
	

	
	NeighbourCar
	
	276.00
	

	
	Communibus
	
	88.00
	

	
	Lunch Club
	
	484.00
	

	
	Cemetery income
	
	855.00
	

	
	VAT refund
	
	1369.14
	

	
	
	
	
	3751.60

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	
	Lunch Club
	
	117.71
	

	
	NeighbourCar
	
	227.25
	

	
	Communibus
	
	453.80
	

	
	Council
	
	7660.46
	

	
	
	
	
	8459.22

	
	
	
	
	208985.97

	
	07165621
	
	16091.27
	

	
	00155779
	
	2584.80
	

	
	PSDF
	
	190309.90
	

	
	
	
	
	208985.97

	Balance on accounts as at 31.07.25
	
	208985.97

	Plus income not yet cleared
	
	
	

	
	NeighbourCar
	
	85.00
	

	
	Communibus
	
	149.00
	

	
	Interest
	
	666.35
	

	
	
	
	
	900.35

	Less expenses not yet cleared
	
	

	
	Communibus
	
	34.00
	

	
	
	
	
	34.00

	
	
	
	
	209852.32

	Accounts balances as at 11.08.25
	
	

	
	07165621
	
	16091.27
	

	
	00155779
	
	2784.80
	

	
	PSDF
	
	190976.25
	

	Balance as at 11.08.25
	
	
	209852.32

	
	
	
	
	0.00


Item 8(c)

Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/25 and 11/08/25 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions. 
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/25

Revised
Actual Net
Balance

INCOME

Council

100
Precept
£78,100.00
£39,050.00
-£39,050.00

Total Council
£78,100.00
£39,050.00
-£39,050.00

Council Administration

200
Council Administration

200/1
Bank Account Interest
£7,800.00
£2,861.59
-£4,938.41

200/6
Miscellaneous Income
£0.00
£50.00
£50.00

200/9
Electric Vehicle Charging Grant
£0.00
£13,010.61
£13,010.61

Total Council Administration
£7,800.00
£15,922.20
£8,122.20

Cemetery

300
Cemetery Income

300/1/1
Earthen Grave
£2,000.00
£485.00
-£1,515.00

300/1/2
Cremated Remains
£0.00
£540.00
£540.00

300/2/2
Interment - over 12
£300.00
£370.00
£70.00

300/2/3
Interment of cremated remains
£0.00
£680.00
£680.00

300/3
Monuments

300/3/1
Erect a monument on a grave
£500.00
£0.00
-£500.00

Total Cemetery
£2,800.00
£2,075.00
-£725.00

NeighbourCar

400
NeighbourCar Income

400/1
Mileage
£0.00
£804.00
£804.00

400/2
NeighbourCar Donations 
£0.00
£76.50
£76.50

400/3
NeighbourCar Registration Fees
£0.00
£5.00
£5.00
 Total NeighbourCar
£0.00
£885.50
£885.50

Salt & Pepper Lunch Club

500
Lunch Club Income

500/1
Lunch Receipts
£0.00
£1,098.00
£1,098.00

500/4
Lunch Club takeaway meals
£0.00
£110.00
£110.00

Total Salt & Pepper Lunch Club
£0.00
£1,208.00
£1,208.00

CommuniBus

600/2
Trip Fees
£0.00
£1,009.00
£1,009.00

600/4
Grants Received
£0.00
£10,000.00
£10,000.00

600/6
Sale of Bus
£0.00
£1,600.00
£1,600.00

Total CommuniBus
£0.00
£12,609.00
£12,609.00

Allotments

800
Allotment Income

800/1
Allotment rental income
£979.20
£299.80
-£679.40

Total Allotments
£979.20
£299.80
-£679.40
Total Income
£89,679.20
£72,049.50
-£17,629.70
Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/25 and 11/08/25 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions. 
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/25

Revised
Actual Net
Balance

EXPENDITURE

Council Administration

2000
Council Staff Costs

2000/1
Staff Costs - Salaries

2000/1/1
Staff Salaries
£14,240.00
£6,024.00
£8,216.00

2000/1/2
Employers NI
£1,386.00
£590.85
£795.15

2000/1/5
Employer Pension Contributions
£3,135.00
£1,325.28
£1,809.72

2000
Total
£18,761.00
£7,940.13
£10,820.87

2001
Council Office Costs

2001/1
Insurance
£2,210.00
£2,179.54
£30.46

2001/2/1
Stationery
£650.00
£82.80
£567.20

2001/2/2
Postage
£1,000.00
£6.80
£993.20

2001/2/3
Computer Costs
£2,000.00
£25.98
£1,974.02

2001/2/4
Telephones
£500.00
£81.27
£418.73

2001/2/5
Bank Charges
£250.00
£39.89
£210.11

2001/2
Total
£4,400.00
£236.74
£4,163.26

2001/3
Mileage

2001/3/1
Mileage - Staff
£500.00
£238.95
£261.05

2001/3/2
Mileage - Councillors
£100.00
£0.00
£100.00

2001/3
Total
£600.00
£238.95
£361.05


2001/4
Training


2001/4/1
Training - Staff
£500.00
£0.00
£500.00

2001/4/2
Training - Councillors
£500.00
£320.83
£179.17

2001/4
Total
£1,000.00
£320.83
£679.17

2001/5
Subscriptions

2001/5/1
DAPTC
£800.00
£935.05
-£135.05

2001/5/2
SLCC, ICCM
£175.00
£165.00
£10.00

2001/5
Total
£975.00
£1,100.05
-£125.05

2001/6
Software Support
£800.00
£1,087.00
-£287.00

2001
Total
£9,985.00
£5,163.11
£4,821.89

2002
Council Audit Fee

2002/1
Internal Audit Fees
£350.00
£334.95
£15.05

2002/2
External Audit Fees
£350.00
£0.00
£350.00

2002
Total
£700.00
£334.95
£365.05

2003
Play Area Costs

2003/1
Annual Inspection Fees
£90.00
£94.95
-£4.95

2003/3
Path Renewal
£1,000.00
£0.00
£1,000.00

2003/4
Play Equipment Replacement
£1,000.00
£0.00
£1,000.00

2003/5
Play Equipment Repairs
£2,000.00
£110.45
£1,889.55

2003/6
Play area general
£1,000.00
£0.00
£1,000.00

2003
Total
£5,090.00
£205.40
£4,884.60
Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/25 and 11/08/25 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions. 
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/25

Revised
Actual Net
Balance
Lengthsman

 2004/1
Cemetery Maintenance
£9,000.00
£3,373.06
£5,626.94

2004/2
Rights of Way
£2,000.00
£625.63
£1,374.37

2004/3
Fingerpost Repairs
£1,000.00
£0.00
£1,000.00

2004/4
Play Area Maintenance
£5,000.00
£1,242.50
£3,757.50

2004/5
Litter Picking
£4,000.00
£1,264.38
£2,735.62

2004/6/1
Elder Road
£3,000.00
£2,056.26
£943.74

2004/6/2
Souls Moor
£3,000.00
£1,408.77
£1,591.23

2004/6/3
Verges
£4,000.00
£2,568.13
£1,431.87

2004/7
Central Car Park
£500.00
£481.26
£18.74

2004/8
Hedges & Treework
£2,000.00
£227.51
£1,772.49

2004/9
Miscellaneous Jobs
£500.00
£131.25
£368.75

2004
Total
£34,000.00
£13,378.75
£20,621.25

2005
Wild Life Group
£350.00
£0.00
£350.00

2006/1/1
Drax Hall Hire
£300.00
£0.00
£300.00

2006/1/2
Bere Regis School Hire
£350.00
£0.00
£350.00

2006/1
Total
£650.00
£0.00
£650.00

2006/2
Election Costs
£100.00
£0.00
£100.00

2006/3
Advertising
£500.00
£0.00
£500.00

2006/5
Churchyard Maintenance
£500.00
£0.00
£500.00

2006/6
Christmas Tree

2006/6/1
Christmas Trees Advertising
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

2006/6/2
Christmas Trees Purchase
£200.00
£0.00
£200.00

2006/6
Total
£200.00
£0.00
£200.00

2006/7
Miscellaneous Costs
£1,500.00
£225.00
£1,275.00

2006/8
Defibrillator Costs
£700.00
£0.00
£700.00

2006
Total
£4,150.00
£225.00
£3,925.00

2007
Projects & Events

2007/1
Winter Contingencies
£0.00
£133.11
-£133.11

2007/2
Notice & Information Boards
£1,500.00
£0.00
£1,500.00

2007/3
Remembrance Sunday
£500.00
£0.00
£500.00

2007/4
NeighbourHood Plan Review
£1,500.00
£5,949.83
-£4,449.83

2007/5
Treeworks
£3,500.00
£4,845.00
-£1,345.00

2007/6
Pathway upgrades
£500.00
£0.00
£500.00

2007/7
Community Speed Watch
£1,000.00
£0.00
£1,000.00

2007/8
Village Events
£1,000.00
£81.50
£918.50

2007/9
Distgen Grant payments
£0.00
£2,615.73
-£2,615.73

2007/10
Electric Vehicle Charging Points
£0.00
£13,010.61
-£13,010.61

2007
Total
£9,500.00
£26,635.78
-£17,135.78

2008/1
Central Car Park Rates
£2,000.00
£1,996.00
£4.00


2008
Total
£2,000.00
£1,996.00
£4.00


Total Council Administration
£84,536.00
£55,879.12
£28,656.88

Cemetery

3000
Cemetery Operating Costs

3000/1
Cemetery Maintenance

3000/1/4
General repairs and maintenance
£1,220.00
£0.00
£1,220.00

3000/2
Cemetery Water Charges
£500.00
£218.00
£282.00

Total Cemetery
£1,720.00
£218.00
£1,502.00
NeighbourCar

4000
Operating Costs

4000/1/1
Mileage -Paid
£0.00
£598.65
-£598.65

4000/1/2
Mileage - FOC
£0.00
£73.80
-£73.80
  4000/2/1
Parking Charges



£0.00

£3.28

-£3.28

Total NeighbourCar
£0.00
£675.73
-£675.73

Salt & Pepper Lunch Club

5000
Lunch Club Operating Costs

5000/1/1
Food Purchases
£0.00
£712.56
-£712.56

5000/5
Venue Hire
£0.00
£120.00
-£120.00

Total Salt & Pepper Lunch Club
£0.00
£832.56
-£832.56


CommuniBus

6000
CommuniBus Operating Costs

6000/1/1
Fuel
£0.00
£260.00
-£260.00

6000/1/3
Servicing
£0.00
£203.17
-£203.17

6000/1/4
Insurance
£0.00
£332.52
-£332.52

6000/2
Advertising
£0.00
£36.01
-£36.01

6000/3
Driver Expenses
£0.00
£10.00
-£10.00

6000/4
Miscellaneous Costs
£0.00
£259.16
-£259.16

6000/5
Road Tax
£0.00
£171.00
-£171.00

6000/6
Purchase of bus
£0.00
£11,000.00
-£11,000.00

Total CommuniBus
£0.00
£12,271.86
-£12,271.86

Community Hall

7000
Operating Costs
£5,000.00
£0.00
£5,000.00

Total Community Hall
£5,000.00
£0.00
£5,000.00

Allotments

8000
Allotment Expenses

8000/1
Allotments - Lengthsman
£600.00
£546.89
£53.11

8000/3
Allotment Administration
£0.00
£17.00
-£17.00

Total Allotments
£600.00
£563.89
£36.11
Total Expenditure
£91,856.00
£70,441.16
£21,414.84
Total Income
£89,679.20
£72,049.50
-£17,629.70
Total Expenditure
£91,856.00
£70,441.16
£21,414.84
Total Net Balance
-£2,176.80
£1,608.34
Item 8(d)
BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL
APPLICATION FOR A GRANT 

	Name of Organisation to whom the cheque will be written
	St John the Baptist, Bere Regis

	Registered Charity Number (if applicable)
	n/a

	Contact Name
	Llewellyn Austen, Parish Treasurer

	Address
	1 The Chaneles, West Street, Bere Regis BH20 7HS



	Daytime Telephone Number

	07836 202417

	E-mail Address
	lyn.austen@icloud.com

	Purpose of the Organisation

	To promote the whole mission of the Church of England in the local community through worship, prayer & contemplation, the provision of pastoral care within the parish together with mission and outreach work

	How many beneficiaries/ residents/clients are Bere Regis residents?
	A very significant majority of our parishioners are resident within Bere Regis. Furthermore our activities involve all age groups.

	Amount Requested
Purpose of request
	£600.00
Please see attached


	How many residents of Bere Regis will

benefit directly?
	We anticipate that all residents of Bere Regis would potentially be able to benefit from the requested grant.

	Any further information
	n/a

	Signed: [image: image1.png]




	Dated: 5th August 2025


Grant Application – Purpose of Request

At our most recent PCC meeting the subject of churchyard management was discussed at length including, in particular, a long-term project to clear all overgrown areas and restore them back to their original state. This would be coupled with an on-going maintenance programme including the regular disposal of all cut items etcetera - a substantial task in itself!
 
Many churchyards including our own are managed by a few volunteers who are keen to preserve and enhance monuments, take care of flora and fauna and encourage biodiversity, but want direction on how best to achieve these aims. We are therefore planning to use the guidance published by “Caring for God’s Acre”, a registered conservation charity that works with burial grounds across the UK. The charity’s stated aims are to keep churchyards attractive, accessible and connected to their local communities, to encourage the preservation of plants and wildflowers, to promote wildlife and to support the people who look after and maintain this land.
 
In order to do this we are seeking financial support on a consistent basis to help not only with regular grass-cutting, but also cutting back, disposal and associated work to enable our aims to be achieved.

We are grateful for the Council’s previous grants which have largely been put towards the annual cost of grass-cutting (currently £1,000) and pleased that you will be considering a similar grant of £1,000 at your forthcoming council meeting. However we should like to request that you consider a separate one-off grant of £600, this to be drawn down as agreed with you and utilised for the purchase of suitable dedicated equipment and machinery to undertake the restoration work as outlined above, such work to be conducted by members of the congregation. 

The supply of a garden wheelie-bin (or two) would also be appreciated as, being a church without a postcode, we are unable to even apply for one – and this currently impacts on our ability to safely dispose of churchyard waste.
As you see from the attached annual report for 2024 we have very limited financial resources, and previous grants which have found their way into our Churchyard Fund have now been fully utilised.
L.J. Austen

Parish Treasurer

5th August 2025

Item 15
CLERK’S REPORT  AUGUST 2025
EV Charging Points – As reported last month, the EV charging points have been commissioned and the handover pack has been received. Should anyone notice, or have reported to them, that a charger is offline or has been damaged, please contact me immediately. I have subsequently requested that we are kept informed of usage levels. 

Parish Council Survey – I attended the first of two Zoom meetings on the 31st July regarding the Parish Council survey which was issued to all councillors last week. This is the next step in the ‘Fresh Start’ report published in March 2025 - originally directed at the large Town and Parish Councils but now being passed down to the 130 smaller parish councils so they can have their voices heard. It is suspected that any devolution of services will take effect from May 2029 but councils need to start thinking about (and budgeting for) what they would like to take on. The survey contains a list of services and assets that might be devolved should the Parish Council have an appetite to do so. 

Dorset Local Plan – A meeting was held on the 14th July for members of Town and Parish Councils to receive an update on the Dorset Local Plan situation. This is moving ahead and the consultation period will begin on the 18th August and run until October 2025.The main change is the required number of houses – rising from 1,793 to 3,246 per annum, or just over £50,000 by 2043. The consultation held in January 2021 did not show a requirement for any additional houses for Bere Regis. However, this may change in the future as the need to find more houses rises. There will be a series of public consultations taking place and these will be advertised on the notice boards, in the Parish Magazine, on social media and on the Parish Council website as soon as the dates are known. 

A35 Road Closure – Some of you may be aware of the mess that was left behind by the contractors on the morning of the 30th July. This included empty beer cans, food wrappers, bottles of urine (left alongside the footpath by the Jubilee Stone) and work maps, etc thrown into the vegetation near the stream. I have reported all of this, with photographs to Dorset Council who will be taking it up with National Highways. I have also suggested that they might like to contribute towards the cost of the Lengthsman’s time taken to clear up the mess. I don’t hold out too much hope for that but, if you don’t ask…..

Grants – A grant for £1,515.73 was made to the Bere Regis Scout Group to cover the full cost of the indoor rifle range and purchase of one tent. Thanks were duly received from the Trustees. A further grant was made to the Village Hall to cover the cost of the purchase of new, more manageable tables. 

Cemetery – I am continuing to transfer the grave records from the historic books to the Heritage system on the website. So far entries from 1881 to 1925 – some 600 records – have been entered. The first of two books contains 964 entries and all refer to the older, lower part of the Southbrook Road Cemetery. As soon as this one is completed it will be transferred to the Dorset History Archives for safe keeping and preserving. Hopefully, this should be done by the end of September. 

Neighbourhood Plan Review – The comments have now been received from Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency. All have confirmed that a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required and they are happy with the scoping document setting this out. The consultants will now continue to produce the SEA. The next immediate step is to have a meeting with the Dorset Council Officer to agree the parameters of the SEA and this meeting is likely to take place during August. The SEA will be largely the same as that submitted with the original Plan but will take into account any new legislation. Once completed, the Regulation 14 consultation can take place. This will involve consultation with parishioners whilst the various strategic bodies also review the document. This should take about 6 weeks. After which, all the comments will be reviewed and any amendments undertaken. The report will then go back to Dorset Council for the Regulation 15 review and then on to the Independent Examiner. 

PSDF Fund – The fund currently stands at £190,309.90 with interest of £683.22 for July to be added during August. 
Amanda Crocker

