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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14th AUGUST 2025 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs L Fairhurst, J Hawkins, S Walker, K Hazell
Chair:

Cllr Jon Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
No members of the public
1.
 Period of Public Participation 
25.101
No members of the public were present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence 
25.102
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Sam Bardwell, Glo Curtis, Tony Bates and Jackie Percy and Dorset Cllrs Mike Baker and Laura Beddow. 

Cllr Park informed members that Cllr Simon Munnings has stepped down from the Parish Council due to pressures of work. Our thanks are extended to Simon for all the work and time he has put in during his tenure as a councillor, in particular, the amount of work he has put into firstly the creation of the Neighbourhood Plan and, more recently, the Neighbourhood Plan Review. His knowledge has been invaluable and he will be greatly missed. We wish him well for the future.  
3.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th July 2025
25.103
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Park proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
25.104
All matters are covered on the agenda.
5.
To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 
25.105
No interests were declared, and no dispensations had been received. 
6.
To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 
25.106
A copy of the latest report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted.  
7.
Key Topics 
25.107
To confirm wreaths, etc for Remembrance Day

The wreaths will be £30 and the Parish Council will purchase four on behalf parish groups, together with wreath and crosses for the Scouts as in previous years. Two Silent Soldier silhouette will be purchased at a cost of £175 each. This was proposed by Cllr Fairhurst and seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously.  
25.108
To consider the purchase of Christmas trees

40 4’ trees will be purchased. The question of the large tree was raised but location was a problem. Members will consider possible sites and this will be brought back to the September meeting. 
25.109
To consider the production of a village calendar 


The shop is happy to purchase any calendars as long as they are ready for the end of September at the latest. Quotes have been received from two companies. Cllr Park suggested that each councillor would take it in turn to choose the charity, commencing with Cllr Walker this year. Councillors will send some photographs to the Clerk for inclusion. The final choice of photographs will be made by Cllrs Park and Walker together with the Clerk
25.110
To agree to appoint Andrea Pellegram Ltd to undertake the SEA at a cost of £2,890 

Cllr Park proposed Andrea Pellegram are appointed. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.
8.
Finance 
25.111
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Lloyds Bank

Account charges





       7.32

BR Village Hall
Grant re purchase of tables


BACS350
   500.00


BR Scouts

Grant re rifle range and tent


BACS351
1,515.73


A Lynam

Lunch Club – July



BACS352
     26.94


Bartletts

Pole for swings



BACS353
     40.39


Play Inspection Co
Annual play area inspection


BACS354
   113.94


Cloudy IT

August email, storage, support

BACS355
   104.28


DC Pension Fund
August pension contributions


BACS356
   371.80


I Ventham

Lunch Club – July



BACS357
   130.68


HMRC


PAYE & NIC August 2025


BACS358
   419.97


A King


Lengthsman – July 2025


BACS359
3,104.79


Bartletts

Rail for swing repairs



BACS360
     18.00


Lloyds Bank

Account charges





       8.20


Bartletts

Play park repairs



BACS361
     10.00


BR Scouts

Lunch Club hall hire – April-June 2025
BACS362
     60.00


A Crocker

August 2025 salary + expenses

BACS363
1,060.17


A Heydon

NeighbourCar trips – July 2025

BACS364
     18.45


A Bennett

Defib battery & pads



BACS365
   313.20


The total amount requested from the Precept is £7,823.86.

Cllr Walker proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.

25.112
To accept the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda and were duly noted.  
25.113
To consider an increase in the annual grant to St John’s Church and a one-off grant of £600 

It was suggested that we offer the services of the Lengthsman in lieu of the request for equipment and the annual maintenance fee. The Clerk will speak to the Lengthsman and this will be brought back to the September meeting. A note will also be made regarding the risk assessment, etc for the use of any motorised equipment by volunteers.
25.114
To note the increase in the Clerk’s salary in line with the NALC agreement of 3.2% 

The increase is duly noted.

9.
Planning 
25.115
To consider planning applications received 
P/HOU/2025/03613
Tower House, Tower Hill – Re-orientation of existing house with new front door to the north elevation with porch over and new single storey extension to the south.
P/HOU/2025/04085
35A West Street – Erect garden office

The PWP recommended no objections to either planning application. 

25.116
To consider tree work applications 
P/TRT/2025/04450
Rochester Court Access Road to Blackhill Clump – This work has already been agreed by the Officer. 
There is a blanket tree preservation order on the whole site. The work here is for dead or damaged trees and does not require confirmation. 

Cllr Walker proposed the recommendations are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously. 

10.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
25.117
Play area update 

Cllr Hazell reported that he is in the process of putting together funding applications. A3 prints of each design will be made and brought to the September meeting so members have a clear idea of each contractors proposal. 
25.118
To consider the cost of supply and fitting the car park sign 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed we go ahead with the quote of £476.80 + VAT. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will contact the contractor to confirm this and ensure that the spelling mistake is corrected. 
25.119
To consider the cost of a storage container to be located in the central car park 

Cllr Park reported that he could get a second hand cabin for £600 plus delivery. This would be 6’ x 10’. This will be followed up and brought back to the September meeting. 


25.120
To consider the planting of 4 horse chestnut trees on Souls Moor 
Possible locations for the trees were discussed. It was agreed that the Souls Moor Nature Reserve area would not be appropriate as this is supposed to be a grass meadow and the trees would create too much shade in the long term. An alternative location could be on the lower part of Souls Moor, perhaps in a line with the Lyme tree. 
Tilhill have cut the bridleway and path that was overgrown and Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) continue to cut paths on the open area.

Allotments – There are still some allotments that are not being cultivated. The agreement will be reviewed. 

25.121
Defects  
· Jubilee Bridge
11.
Conservation and Environment

25.122
 Cllr Bates was unable to attend and no report was available.
12.
Police Traffic and Roads

25.123
 Cllr Walker would like it noted how good the Community Speed Watch team is and the Police Camera Crew is now a regular visitor. The Police have observed from the data that tractors are an issue and should only by doing a maximum of 20mph. 

It was noted that vehicles are parking across the exit from Snow Hill whilst they use the shop. 
13.
Community Liaison

25.124 Nothing to report. 
14.
Children and Youth

25.125
Nothing to report.
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
25.126
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
25.127
Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Park reported that we have still yet to have a meeting with Brian Bleese of DWT. A letter will now be sent, setting out a list of questions regarding the Court Farm site. 


16.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
25.128
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:

· Play park

· Full fibre internet

17.
Date of the next meeting 
25.129
The next meeting will be on Thursday 11th September, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the 4th September.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:40hrs. 
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Signed: ……………………………………….


