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Bere Regis Parish Council
c/o Wardon Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW
Clerk: Mrs Amanda Crocker
Email: clerk@bereregisparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dear Councillor









         
You are hereby summoned to attend a Parish Council meeting on Thursday 13th August 2026 at 7pm. The meeting will be held at the Drax Hall, North Street, Bere Regis to conduct the business below. 
Signed

A Crocker

Clerk

07855 396073


AGENDA
1. Period for members of the public to raise any issues

2. To receive apologies for absence  
3. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 9th July 2026
4. Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda – for report only
5. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and review dispensations received
6. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report – attached
7. Key Topics

(a) To agree the Terms of Reference for the Play Park Funding Group and receive an update on the work to date

(b) To consider the submission of a Pre-App advice application in respect of the Elder Road site
(c) To organise work party for 2027 calendar  

(d) To consider amended date for December meeting – date to be confirmed

8. To consider Finance











(a) To approve monthly expenditure

(b) To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 
(c) To consider a grant application for £400 towards the cost of the floral displays in the Church
9.
Planning & Housing 









(a)
To consider planning applications:

None at the time of the agenda



(a) To consider tree work applications:

10. Parish Amenities and Rights of Way

(a) To review the Winter Maintenance Plan


(b) To consider tree memorials at the cemetery

(c) To consider taking over the maintenance of an AED (defibrillator) at the Scout Hut 

(d) To consider the latest play park inspection report and review any works necessary

(e) Defects
11. Conservation and Environment

(a) To consider adopting the draft Five Year Management Plan for Souls Moor Nature Reserve
12. Police, Traffic and Roads
(a) To receive a response from the Dorset Golf and Country Club regarding speeding, etc
13. Community Liaison 

(a) Parish Council Facebook page






14. Children & Youth
15. To receive the Clerk’s Report and Councillor’s reports on items not covered by the agenda 
16. Correspondence received the agenda was set

17. Items for the Parish Magazine

18. Items for the August meeting
Item 8(a)
	
	
	

	Payments Requested - August 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Invoice Date
	Pay Ref
	Payee
	Comments
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	BACS Payments
	
	
	

	10.06.26
	Pay
	Lloyds
	Account charges 10.05.26 to 0906.26
	11.54

	01.08.26
	DDR
	Dorset Council
	Car park rates - August payment
	210.00

	06.08.26
	BACS550
	DC Pension Fund
	August 2026 pension contributions
	319.27

	01.08.26
	BACS551
	CloudyIT
	Email support August 2026
	106.38

	31.07.26
	BACS552
	Play Inspection Co
	Annual play park inspection
	115.80

	31.07.26
	BACS553
	J Ahern
	NeighbourCar trip July 2026
	20.16

	31.07.26
	BACS554
	SW Ambulance
	Donation
	500.00

	31.07.26
	BACS555
	R Morrall
	NeighbourCar trips July 2026
	75.60

	31.07.26
	BACS556
	Andrea Pellegram
	Review of Reg16 comments re NP
	277.42

	06.08.26
	BACS557
	A Crocker
	August 2026 salary + expenses
	1011.35

	06.08.26
	BACS558
	HMRC
	August 2026 PAYE
	358.31

	10.07.26
	Pay
	Lloyds
	Account charges 10.06.26 to 09.07.26
	5.74

	01.08.26
	BACS559
	A King
	Lengthsman June 2026
	2798.13

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total amount requested 
	
	5809.70

	
	
	
	
	


Item 8(b)

	Reconciliation of Accounts as at 31.07.26
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening balances
	07165621
	19091.80
	
	

	
	
	00155779
	3096.23
	
	

	
	
	PSDF
	227300.46
	
	

	
	
	
	
	249488.49
	

	Income for the month
	
	
	
	

	
	Account interest
	
	723.55
	
	

	
	NeighbourCar
	
	226.00
	
	

	
	Communibus
	
	589.00
	
	

	
	Misc
	
	3128.40
	
	

	
	Lunch Club
	
	495.00
	
	

	
	Cemetery income
	
	195.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	5356.95
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	
	Lunch Club
	
	185.93
	
	

	
	NeighbourCar
	
	856.18
	
	

	
	Communibus
	
	221.94
	
	

	
	Council
	
	4219.89
	
	

	
	
	
	
	5483.94
	

	
	
	
	
	249361.50
	

	
	07165621
	
	14695.27
	
	

	
	00155779
	
	6650.37
	
	

	
	PSDF
	
	228015.86
	
	

	
	
	
	
	249361.50
	

	Balance on accounts as at 31.07.26
	
	249361.50
	

	Plus income not yet cleared
	
	
	
	

	
	
	500142
	1542.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1542.00
	

	Less expenses not yet cleared
	
	
	

	
	Council
	
	5713.94
	
	

	
	Lunch Club
	
	0.00
	
	

	
	NeighbourCar
	
	95.76
	
	

	
	
	
	
	5809.70
	

	
	
	
	
	245093.80
	

	Accounts balances as at 09.08.26
	
	
	

	
	07165621
	
	8885.57
	
	

	
	00155779
	
	8192.37
	
	

	
	PSDF
	
	228015.86
	
	

	Balance as at 04.07.26
	
	
	245093.80
	

	
	
	
	
	0.00
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Item 8c
Community Grant Application Form
Please refer to the Parish Council’s Grant Awarding Policy and Procedures before completing this form, providing the information requested. If a copy does not accompany this form, the document will be available on the Parish website under ‘Parish Council – Policies.’

	Name of Organisation
	Sanctuary Flower Guild

	Contact Person
	Alison Debenham

	Position held
	Co-ordinator

	Address
	Culver Dell, Shitterton, Bere Regis, BH20 7HU

	Daytime Telephone Number and Email address
	07970 704277
alison@culverdell.co.uk

	Charity Status
	Not-for-profit organisation

	Project description (reason for funding request) – What will you use the funding for
	Following guidance from the Church Synod floral arrangements in churches should now reduce or discontinue the use of floral foam (Oasis) and imported flowers. To that end guild members are developing new skills and techniques to continue providing attractive displays. However, this is quite difficult with the main arrangement alongside the altar as this needs large blooms and a sizeable display. We would like to purchase artificial flowers and foliage for this significant pedestal arrangement, so that it has a long life. These are

expensive. Please see attached information sheet.

	Does this project provide or enhance a local service and/or improve the quality of life and/or enhance the environment in the parish and/or positively promote

Bere Regis itself?
	Our church is a visitor attraction for the village, increasing tourism footfall. It is also becoming much more widely used for a variety of events which are helping to give it greater value to the wider community. Having beautiful floral arrangements very much enhance the internal appearance and provide an attractive environment for both the congregation and visitors alike.

	Amount Requested
	£400.
We are a very small group of volunteers who fund most of our arrangements though personal expenditure. We can claim through the church for minimal amounts for small floral ‘mechanics’. We do not have a separate bank account or produce accounts.

	Signed (signature, position and date)
	[image: image1.jpg]


21.7.26


	Organisation’s Bank details: Account Name
	Barclays Bank Poole
Bere Regis Church PCC Committee

	Account Number Sort Code
	50975060
20-68-79

	
	


Additional
information
to
support
Sanctuary
Flower
Guild
grant application.
Extract from ChatGPT
For a high-quality, realistic artificial arrangement for a church altar pedestal, the cost can vary quite a bit depending on the size and whether you buy from florist suppliers or home décor retailers. As a rough guide:

Budget options
· £80–£150 – A nice arrangement using good-quality faux flowers from retailers like Dunelm, IKEA, Hobbycraft, or online marketplaces. It will look attractive from a distance but may not fool people up close.
· £200–£350 – This is the sweet spot for a church display. You can use premium faux flowers (real-touch roses, hydrangeas, peonies, delphiniums, eucalyptus, etc.) and create a generous, elegant arrangement that looks convincing even fairly close.
· £400–£700+ – Luxury florist-quality stems from brands such as Silk-ka or Floralsilk. These can look remarkably realistic and, if well arranged, are often mistaken for fresh flowers.
For a typical church pedestal
[image: image4.jpg]Financial Budget Comparison

Comparison between 01/04/26 and 04/07/26 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/26
Budgetforthe year  ActualNet  Balance

INCOME
100 Precept £91,00000  £45500.00  -£45500.00
200 Council Administration £5,000.00 £1,958.30 -£3,041.70
300 Cemetery Income £2,150.00 £2,791.00 £641.00
400 NeighbourCar Income £0.00 £544.00 £544.00
500 Lunch Club Income £0.00 £554.00 £554.00
600 Communibus Operating Income £0.00 £577.00 £577.00
800 Allotment Income £979.20 £50260  -£386.60
700 Play Park Refurbishment 2026 £0.00 £200.00 £200.00

Total Income £99,129.20 £52,716.90  -£46,412.30
EXPENDITURE

Council Administration

2000 Council Staff Costs £20,074.00 £630392  £13,770.08

2001 Council Office Costs £11,780.00 £438515  £7,394.85

2002 Council Audit Fee £875.00 £541.34 £333.66

2003 Play Area Costs. £4,350.00 £000  £435000

2004 Lengthsman £36,000.00 £800675 £27993.25

2005 Wild Life Group £400.00 £000  £400.00

2006 General Costs £3,000.00 £114549  £1,85451

2007 Projects & Events £13,200.00 £5,80215  £7,397.85

2008 Central Car Park £2,500.00 £104160  £1458.40

Total Council Administration £92,179.00 £27,226.40  £64,952.60

Cemetery

3000 Cemetery Operating Costs £1,720.00 £22600  £1494.00

Total Cemetery £1,720.00 £226.00 £1,494.00

NeighbourCar

4000 Operating Costs £0.00 £111343  £1,11313

Total NeighbourCar £0.00 £1,113.13 £1,113.13

Salt & Pepper Lunch Ciub

5000 Lunch Club Operating Costs £0.00 £94484  £944.84

Total Salt & Pepper Lunch Club £0.00 £04484  £944.84

CommuniBus

6000 CommuniBus Operating Costs. £0.00 £480.76 -£480.76

Total CommuniBus £0.00 £48076  -E4B0.76

‘Community Hall

7000 Operating Costs £5,000.00 £000  £5,00000

Total Community Hall £5,000.00 £000  £500000

Allotments

8000 Aliotment Expenses £600.00 £33247 £267.53

Total Allotments £600.00 £33247 £267.53

Total Expenditure £9949900  £3032360  £69,175.40

Total Income £9912020  £52716.90 -£46412.30

Total Expenditure £99499.00  £30323.60  £69,175.40

Total Net Balance £369.80  £22,393.30




A full arrangement might use approximately:
· 12–18 focal flowers (roses, peonies, lilies, etc.)
· 8–12 filler flower stems (hydrangeas, stocks, blossom)
· 10–20 foliage stems (eucalyptus, ruscus, ferns)
· A reusable urn or foam insert if you don't already have one Premium stems generally cost:
· Focal flowers: £8–£20 each
· Hydrangeas: £10–£18 each
· Foliage: £4–£10 each
That puts a really impressive arrangement at around £250–£350 in flowers alone.
The good news
Unlike fresh flowers, you'll buy them once and can:
· refresh them seasonally by swapping a few stems,
· reuse them for weddings and festivals,
· spread the cost over many years.
If you're aiming for a traditional English church style, I'd suggest an arrangement in soft whites and greens—white roses, hydrangeas, peonies, and eucalyptus with a little trailing ivy. It's timeless, works throughout the church year (apart from perhaps adding seasonal accents at Christmas or Easter), and tends to look the most realistic.
Item 15
CLERK’S REPORT AUGUST 2026
Neighbourhood Plan Review – Dorset Council have completed the Habitat Risk Assessment (HRA) and Natural England have been consulted on it. They have no objections or specific comments to make regarding the Plan. Alongside the HRA, Dorset Council also undertake an Appropriate Assessment which will be considered by the Examiner. The Regulation 16 consultation finished on the 20th July and any responses will be shared with the Parish Council in case we wished to provide comments for the Examiner’s consideration. At this point, Dorset Council have confirmed that they have not received anything particularly interesting. In addition, Dorset Council have confirmed that the publication of the new NPPF should not result in a delay to the examination process. The internal conservation officer, whilst not making any specific comments, has suggested that we might like to consider any non-designated heritage assets in the Plan area which may be suitable for inclusion in the Dorset Council Local Heritage List. This comment will not be included in the responses to the Plan but may be something to consider in the not too distant future. 

Vandalism – During a recent visit to the cemetery, the Lengthsman showed me the damage caused to his trailers that are kept at the cemetery. The break lines were cut, the light boards damaged, an oil drum pierced and the oil allowed to drain over the ground, the hydraulic box on the trail broken open. Thankfully nothing was actually stolen, only damaged - all of it completely pointless, but an additional expense for our Lengthsman as all the damage was under insurance excess limits. I have suggested that he put up trailcams, but perhaps this is something the Parish Council should look at providing. He thinks he knows who the culprits are but it is just so sad that local children seem to think this is a fun thing to do. 

Courses attended -  I attended a Zoom course on The Procurement Act provided by the Parkinson Partnership.  It is a confusing piece of legislation but the course definitely helped. The Parish Council will be registered with the Government Central Digital Platform which can then be used for the current play park tender and for any future work that exceeds the £60,000 threshold quoted in our Financial Regulations. 

Meetings – I met with a local planning consultant to draw up a proposed design for a community hall on the Elder Road site. This is based on the original design put before members in 2025 but has a Parish Office built in. 

Stanbarrow Close shrubbery – The Lengthsman has cut the bush back from the turning area and will cut the rest of the shrubs back in the autumn when he is able to take the arisings away and burn them. 

Cemetery – The cemetery has been quite busy during the year to date when compared with past years. One question that is being asked more frequently is ‘can a tree be planted as a memorial.’ We do not have the space to plant many large trees but it may be possible, in the top left hand corner, to have a small orchard with commemorative plaques near the tree but the interment taking place elsewhere in the cemetery. Prices would need to be considered, taking into account the cost of the trees, protection and on-going care for the tree and possible replacement if the tree is damaged or dies. 

Defibrillator, Rye Hill – A replacement battery was purposed in September 2025 but, during a routine check last month, it was found that the battery needed replacing already. Unless it is used, each battery has a life expectancy of five years. Having contacted the manufacturer, it appears there may be an issue with the machine. The various serial numbers have been sent to them and they will send someone out to check the machine. If necessary, it will be removed and a temporary replacement supplied. 

Neighbourhood Plan Review – The Plan has now been sent to the Independent Examiner. On an initial read through the document, he is happy that the modifications proposed in the draft Plan are material but do not change the nature of the made Plan. This means the examination can proceed under Schedule 2A, i.e. if he recommends that the draft Plan is made, a referendum stage will not be necessary. The examiner is intending to visit the site during the first week of August, after which he may have some questions. The intention now is to review the draft Plan, with a view to providing a draft report, within 6-8 weeks of submission of the draft Plan. This may be extended, depending on whether or not he has any questions. 

Play Park Group – I attended the meeting of the Play Park Group on Wednesday 29th July and was very pleased to receive a cheque for £1,050 from the Pop In Performers. This represented money raised from their recent show and is very gratefully received.

Pot Hole Machine – Cllr Beddow has followed up on our request to find out what, if anything, is happening regarding our suggestion to purchase a machine similar to that of the Wiltshire Council. This had been discussed at the LGA Conference and members had planned a visit to another authority already using the machinery. However, the cabinet member concerned was subsequently changed and it is not known if the visit will now go ahead – but it is definitely being looked into.

Amanda Crockers
