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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11th DECEMBER 2025 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM


Present: 	Cllrs L Fairhurst, S Walker, J Hawkins, G Curtis, J Percy, K Hazell

Chair: 		Cllr Jon Park

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:	1 member of the public

1.	Period for public participation 

25.214	A resident raised the issue of recent flooding and asked what could be done about the North Street drains. Highways have put a camera down the drains in the past and identified that there were more drains than just those owned by Wessex Water and the only resolution would be to dig up the road and replace the drains. This is unlikely to happen. Dorset Cllr Beddow had offered to look into this but, to date, nothing appears to have been done. Cllr Park recommended reporting the flooding via the website and the Clerk will contact Cllr Beddow. ACTION: CLERK


2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.215	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Sam Bardwell and Dorset Cllr Mike Baker. 

3.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2025

25.216	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the meeting. Cllr Percy proposed them to a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

4.	Matters arising from those minutes for report only 

25.217	All matters are covered on the agenda.

5.	To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 

25.218	No interests were declared. 

[bookmark: _Hlk484269956]6.	To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 

25.219	A copy of the report had been issued to all members with the agenda. It was noted that the report was factually incorrect in that the Parish Council already has a dedicated Facebook page and is thinking of reducing the amount of information posted to the Village Facebook page and concentrating on the dedicated Parish Council page. 

7.	Key Topics 

25.220	To consider possible bus service improvements

	Following last month’s meeting, the Clerk contacted Wool Parish Council to see if they would be willing to include Bere Regis in their emerging community transport initiative. Unfortunately, it was felt that this would not be viable. A subsequent email had been sent to Dorset Community Transport but no response had been received. It was, however, noted that there is already a service running to Poole every Tuesday and to Wareham and it is hoped that the CR9 service to Dorchester and Blandford will be expanded to cover a Saturday. The Clerk will contact Vikki Slade MP to see if there is any further news on this.  ACTION: CLERK


25.221	To consider the Neighbourhood Plan consultation process

A draft of the flier was tabled for members to review. It was agreed that it would not be sensible to deliver the flier before Christmas as it would most likely be ignored. Therefore, the consultation dates will be amended to begin on the 5th January and run until the 22nd February. This would still cover the legally required six-week period. A village meeting could then be held at the end of February.

The Clerk will organise the amendment to the flier and arrange to have it printed and collected before Christmas. It will be delivered to Cllr Park for distribution to members to deliver the week commencing 29th December. 
ACTION: CLERK

25.222 	To consider two new responsibilities for councillors: central car park and gullies 

Central Car Park – This role will be to monitor vehicles parked in the central car park that are not taxed or MOT’d. A note will be attached to the car and, if not acted upon, the vehicle will be reported to the DVLA. Cllr Curtis kindly offered to take on this role. The Clerk will arrange for some notices to be drawn up by the printer. ACTION: CLERK



Gullies – This role is to record any gullies that are blocked or needing attention and report them via the online system. Cllr Walker is already doing this and will continue to do so. The link for reporting the blocked gullies will be including in the magazine report and the link will be added to the Parish Council information page on the website. ACTION: CLLR WALKER

	
8.	Finance 

25.223	To approve monthly expenditure 

	The following payments were requested:

	I Ventham		Lunch Club November food				BACS412	   174.36
	R Morrall		NeighbourCar trips November				BACS413	     18.00
	Bere Regis Scouts	Lunch Club hall hire July to September			BACS414	     60.00
	CloudNext		Domain name renewal .gov.uk				BACS415	     60.00	DAPTC		Devolving Dorset event					BACS416	     75.00
	DC Pension Fund	December pension contributions				BACS417	   331.32
	CloudyIT		Email support, storage, etc December			BACS418	   104.28
	DJM Forestry		Christmas trees						BACS419	   650.40
	A Crocker		December salary + expenses				BACS420	   975.28
	Dorset Council		Central car park rates					DDR		   200.00
	Post Office		Thank you card						D/Card		       2.30
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.10.25 to 09.11.25					       6.95
	HMRC			December PAYE & NIC contributions			BACS421	   358.31
	A King			Lengthsman – November 				BACS422	2,730.00
	A Lynam		Lunch Club November food				BACS423	     15.55
	
	The total amount requested from the Precept is £5,746.20.

	Cllr Fairhurst proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. 

25.224	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

	A copy of both reports had been issued with the agenda and were duly noted. 

25.225	To consider and agree the budget for 2026/27 

	The budget had been discussed at the November meeting. The key increases set out were:

· Postage; this is increased to £2,000 to cover the potential cost of quarterly newsletters deliveries 

· Subscriptions were increased by £400 following the increase in subscriptions from DAPTC
· Software support is increased by £2,200. However, this was offset by the reduction in the computer costs budget by £1,800 and the difference of £400 represents the slight increase in the support package fees
· Neighbourhood Plan review costs have been  increased by £1,000 to cover any final fees incurred as the funding for the initiative was withdrawn during the year
· Treeworks and planting has been increased by £2,500 to cover the cost of the additional tree work needed during the coming year and to cover the purchase of slightly maturer trees to replace those that have had to be removed
· All other costs have either been kept the same or been increased by 3%

Cllr Park proposed the precept is set at £91,000. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously.

Following the release of the Tax Band figures by Dorset Council, this will result in a Band D property increase of £16.98 for the year; from £113.63 to £130.62.

25.226	To review the CloudyIT contract 

The current contract is due for renewal. The increase is £2.10 a month. Whilst some members are still not entirely happy with the company, Cllr Park proposed the contract stays for another 12 months. Cllr Walker seconded this and it was unanimously agreed. The contract will be reconsidered before the next renewal date.  

9.	Planning 

25.227	To consider planning applications 

P/HOU/2025/06739	2 The Gallops, Roke Road – Erect two storey side extension and garden office

The PWP recommended no objections. 

25.228	To consider tree work applications

P/TRC/2025/07198	13 North Street – T1 Ash – re-pollard at historic points

The work represents necessary tree management.

Cllr Park proposed the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and unanimously agreed. 

10.	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

25.229	To receive an update on the allotments

The new allotment agreements had been issued to all tenants in order to allow them time to consider the new proposals before they are required to sign them in February/March. Cllr Hawkins will be in the allotments on Sunday 14th December to take any questions and answer any queries tenants may have. Any queries that cannot be answered on the day will be followed up by email the following week. 
 
 25.230	To consider attendance on a Memorial Management Course at a cost of £175 per delegate
	
Cllr Park proposed a qualified contractor is enlisted to undertake the work and produce the necessary report at a cost of £236. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will make the necessary arrangements in the new financial year. ACTION: CLERK

	
25.231	Defects 
			- Grip strips on Souls Moor boardwalk in front of the school need replacing – Lengthsman
			- New dog bin for North Street by the gate – the existing one’s lid is very rusty
- White lines that protect the thatched houses in North Street are almost invisible now and need replenishing
- Souls Bridge – icy first thing when the children are on the way to school – the Lengthsman will check the bridge on such mornings and clear
- Lane End, Snatford Bridge – horse warning signs
- Hedgehog signs – Some have been sourced at a cost of £40/50 each.  Cllr Walker proposed we purchase one for the top. Cllr Park counter-proposed saying that all four should be purchased. This was unanimously agreed. Cllr Walker will send the link to the Clerk, who will purchase them.  ACTION: CLLR WALKER/CLERK


- The state of Rye Hill footpath from the school down; leaves are making the path very slippery. This can be reported via the website. The Clerk will send the link to Cllr Curtis.
ACTION: CLERK

11.	Conservation and Environment 

25.232	General update

The update of the Souls Moor Management Plan will be brought to the January meeting. Prior to his death, Tony Bates was working with his brother on updating the notices. Cllr Park will contact Roger Bates to see how far this had progressed. Cllr Bates had also been working with Dorset Wildlife Trust to produce a flier about the wild life in the village. There are some fundamental errors on it which the Clerk is currently sorting out. Once this is done, a copy will be requested and circulated to all members.  ACTION: CLERK


12.	Police, Traffic and Roads 

25.233	Parking at the bottom of Snow Hill by the shop – Drivers are unable to exit on to West Street as it is blocked by other vehicles whose owners are using the shop.  

	Cyril Wood Court pavement blockwork – Some of the blocks have lifted and represent a potential trip hazard. Cllr Walker will forward some photographs to the Clerk and a request for action will be submitted.  
ACTION: CLLR WALKER/CLERK

13.	Community Liaison 

	Cllr Curtis attended the PPG and reported that the new pharmacy opening hours have been published and are welcomed. There are changes to departments in the NHS which may affect staffing at the surgery but the effect is not yet known. 

	Aster have undertaken some work to the bushes and paths at the back of Elder Road but they are awaiting a tree survey before they can undertake any work to the trees. 

25.234	Facebook 
	
	Cllr Walker raised this at the last meeting. The Parish Council will reduce the amount of information posted on the village Facebook page and concentrate on the Parish Council Facebook page. We will continue to post road traffic announcements and other urgent items on the village page. More useful links will be added to the PC Facebook page, including Neighbourhood Alerts, etc. The community police officer will be asked to provide something about the use of CCTV. Cllr Walker will look into this.ACTION: CLLR WALKER


25.235	Quarterly Newsletter 

	A draft newsletter will be brought back to the January meeting. 

14.	Children and Youth 

25.236	Cllr Hazel reported he had a meeting with the Head Teacher and it was agreed that some information regarding the play park will go onto a school letter and Cllr Hazell will take one of the assemblies in January and work with the parents. He will be meeting with the Head again in early January. 

15.	To receive the Clerk’s Report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda 

25.237	A copy of the Clerk’s report was issued with the agenda. The contents were noted.


	Flower planters – Cllr Hawkins has offered to take on the maintenance of the planters.

	Churchyard lampposts – Cllr Walker asked if it would be possible to have these turned on. Apparently it is too expensive. Cllr Curtis will look into this and raise it at the next PCC meeting.ACTION: CLLR CURTIS


	The Twinning Association asked if they would be able to use the Communibus to take them to the ferry in September. No date is known at this point so the matter will be raised again nearer the time.
	
16.	To consider correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.238	Nothing to add. 

17.	Items for the Parish Magazine 

25.239		- Flooding and report it 
		- Bus service update
		- Neighbourhood Plan Review consultation
		- New councillor responsibilities re central car park and gullies
		- Budget update and Tax Base
		- Parking by the shop
		- Facebook page 			

18.	Items for the January meeting

25.240	Cllr Park will not be attending as he will be on holiday and Cllr Walker will Chair the meeting. Any item for the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the 2nd January 2026.

19. 	Date of next meeting 

25.241	The next meeting will be held on Thursday 8th January 2026 commencing 7pm.

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 20.45pm
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