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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10th JULY 2025 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs G Curtis, L Fairhurst, J Hawkins, J Percy, S Walker, T Bates, K Hazell, S Bardwell
Chair:

Cllr Jon Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
1.
 Period of Public Participation 
25.078
No members of the public were present. 
2.
To receive apologies for absence 
25.079
Apologies had been received from Cllr Simon Munnings, Dorset Cllrs Laura Beddow and Mike Bake (Full Council meeting). 
3.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 12th June 2025
25.080
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fairhurst proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Hawkins and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
25.081
There were no matters arising that are not included in the agenda. 
5.
To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 
25.082
No interests were declared, and no dispensations had been received. 
6.
To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 
25.083
A copy of the latest report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted.  
7.
Key Topics 
25.084
To receive an update on new hall locations 

Cllr Park has continued to leave messages for Brian Bleese of Dorset Wildlife but has yet to receive a response. Cllr Bates will also chase.
25.085
To consider a resolution calling on the Government to provide dedicated funding for Neighbourhood Plans

Members agreed that Neighbourhood Planning empowers local communities to shape the development and growth of their areas through the creation of Neighbourhood Plans. The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan requires significant time, expertise and financial resources, often placing a burden on parish and town councils. Neighbourhood Plans contribute to more democratic, locally-informed planning decisions and support the delivery of sustainable development aligned with community needs and aspirations. 


Cllr Park proposed that the proposed draft letter is sent to our local MP, calling on the Government to provide increased and sustained funding to support the development, review and implementation of Neighbourhood Plans. In addition, to request the Government ensures funding is accessible to all communities, to promote inclusivity and fairness in the planning process. To this end, a letter will be sent to Vikki Slade MP, and the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to communicate this resolution and advocate for enhanced support neighbourhood planning. 

The proposal was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will send the letters as agreed. 

25.086
To consider signage for the Central Car Park

A schematic of the proposed sign had been tabled. It was agreed that the sign should include wording regarding parking is at the risk of the vehicle owner. All members agreed that a sign of some sort is needed and it should be near the existing sign and at eye level. The format of the schematic is clear and the following amendments were suggested: 

· Include ‘No unauthorised trading to take place’

· Remove ‘No overnight parking’ and ‘No return in 12 hours.’

· Include vehicles need to be taxed, insured and MOT’d


Cllr Park will go back to Hardys Signs with the amendments and get them to quote for the installation of the new posts and fitting of the sign. This will be brought back to the August meeting. 

Storage area – The large slide is not likely to ever be used. It was suggested that Monkey World is contacted to see if they want it. The cost of building a bespoke store would be high and may also incur rates. The alternative is to look at a steel cabin for storing all the small items, currently stored in various locations. A 12’ container would be in the region of £1,000 to £1,200. Cllr Park will follow up on this and this will be brought back to the August meeting. 



8.
Finance 
25.087
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


JoJu Ltd

Final payment re EV charging points

BACS332
1,562.27


J Kurzejewska

NeighbourCar trips May 2025

BACS333
     26.00


R Morrall

NeighbourCar trips May 2025

BACS334
     59.40


Hardy Signs

Sign writing new Communibus

BACS335
   180.00


I Ventham

Lunch Club – June



BACS336
     54.48


DC Pension Fund
June 25 pension contributions


BACS337
   321.20


Cloudy IT

July email, storage, support


BACS338
   104.28


R Morrall

NeighbourCar trips June 2025

BACS339
     43.30


Baillie Cross Garage
6 week check – fit rear break wire

BACS340
   243.80


J Ahern

Lunch Club – June



BACS341
       9.90


Dorset Council
Central car park rates



BACS342
   200.00


A Lynam

Lunch Club – June



BACS343
     63.23


J Kurzejewsak

NeighbourCar trips June 2025

BACS344
     18.00


D Fairhurst

NeighbourCar trips June 2025

BACS345
     70.65


HMRC


PAYE & NIC July 2025


BACS346
   343.05


A King


Lengthsman – June 2025


BACS347
2,686.25


Lloyds Bank

Account charges



PAY

       6.05


A Crocker

July 2025 salary + expenses


BACS348
   943.12 

The total amount requested from the Precept is £6,933.98.

Cllr Curtis proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.

25.088
To accept the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda and were duly noted.  
9.
Planning 
25.089
To consider planning applications received 
P/FUL/2025/01365
Rogers Hill Farm – Repowering of existing wind turbine with a larger wind turbine
The PWP have no objection but recommend that any response must include the fact that the Parish Council does have a potential pecuniary interest in proposal. 

P/STA/2025/04026
Worgret Heath, Stokeford – Replacement of 12 poles under section 37

This is necessary work and the PWP recommended no objection. 

Blackhill Cottage, Shitterton Road – P/HOU/2025/02317 – Some discussion took place regarding this application as it is understood that the Conservation Office is now minded to approve the application on the condition that slat is used for the roof. Cllr Walker reminded members that the Parish Council had agreed that the proposed building looked better although the Parish Council had agreed to support the Planning Officer in objecting to the proposal. The Clerk will contact the Officer. Post meeting note: Notification had been received that the application will be considered by the Eastern Planning Committee on the 23rd July. 
25.090
To consider tree work applications 

P/TRC/2025/03715
12 Shitterton – Various tree works


No objection – the proposal represents a good management plan for the trees. 

P/TRC/2025/0051
Land at Rowlands Wait Touring Park – Area A1, all trees of whatever species and age to be covered by TPO -  Cllr Fairhurst proposed the TPO is supported. This was agreed unanimously. 

TPO/2025/0052
Land to the west of Stanbarrow Close – Field Maple – Members unanimously agreed to support the TPO.
All members supported the recommendations of the PWP.
10.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
25.091
Play area update – Cllr Hazell met with Sutcliffe Play and they have produced a proposed plan at a budget of £200,00. Some schematics were shown to members. The next step is to go to the Head of the school and organise a time when the children can see the possibilities. It would be helpful for someone to make a presentation to the Parish Council and also to hold a meeting in the village hall for residents to see the concept drawings. 

Accessibility for all groups will be taken into consideration but we are at the very early stages. 


Cllr Park drew members’ attention to the Reserves currently held. There is £18,242 allocated to the play park replacement and £21,218 in the Distgen monies. It was proposed that £15,000 of this is transferred to the play park and, going forward, two thirds of the donations received will be put to the play park replacement. This will enable grants to be applied for with match-funding in place. Cllr Curtis proposed that 75% of Distgen money is transferred to the play park. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 


All three options for play park layouts will be put on the website. This will be on the agenda for August so members can formally accept one proposal. 

25.092
Defects – 
- Rye Hill bank – check with Cllr Mike Baker



- Speed hump at Church Lane – loose bricks 




- Bridle way by Pooh Corner is blocked




- The paths through Mays Wood are overgrown 
11.
Conservation and Environment

25.093
Cllr Bates has received a call from someone who is distressed about the reporting of pollution in the stream. There has been no further identification of pollution and the Wild Life Group are looking to undertake some monitoring of the stream. 

Lack of ponies on Souls Moor. Unfortunately, it has not been possible to find anyone willing to put ponies on the nature reserve. Some of the longer grass needs to be cut and removed. The new management plan is still on going and this will be written into the plan. 


Cllr Bates will let Cllr Park know the timings for the grass cutting. 

12.
Police Traffic and Roads

25.094
 A resident has been in touch with Cllr Walker regarding parking alongside the Drax Hall. The house opposite the archway would like to park in their driveway but, if cars are parked immediately opposite, i.e. either side of the archway, they cannot get the cars out. Similarly, those houses with parking spaces to the rear are unable to exit through the archway if vehicles are parked right up to the opening. The residents have asked if it would be possible to have white lines put either side of the archway and signs asking drivers not to park opposite the driveways. It the resident wishes to do this, the Parish Council would support them. 
13.
Community Liaison

25.095
Cllr Curtis reported that Aster have not topped out the trees on Elder Road as they promised and all the cherry stones are causing a hazard. Aster have said they cannot cut the trees at the moment due to bird nesting but will come out in August. Nothing has been done to the trees since they were installed. In addition, it is understood that Aster are selling properties on the open market. This has been followed up by the Dorset Councillors. It is further understood that a clause exists saying the bungalows cannot be sold. 
14.
Children and Youth

25.096
The Bere Heath Chapel has now gone and their children’s group is using St John’s Church.
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
25.097
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
25.098
Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Scout application – Members agreed to pay £1,515.73 as settlement of the grant. 

The grant application request will be reviewed. 
16.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
25.099
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:

· Play park

· Environment – Cllr Bates will provide a report 

· EV points now up and running

17.
Date of the next meeting 
25.100
The next meeting will be on Thursday 14th August, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the 4th August
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.40hrs. 
ACTION: CLERK





ACTION: CLLR PARK





ACTION: CLLR PARK
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Signed: ……………………………………….


