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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12th MARCH 2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM


Present: 	Cllrs L Fairhurst, J Hawkins, G Curtis, J Percy, S Walker, K Hazell, S Close

Chair: 		Cllr Jon Park

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:	5 members of the public and Dorset Cllr Laura Beddow

1.	Period for public participation 

25.289	 Mr David Ventham addressed the meeting regarding the request for the Scout Hut lease extension. He read out a statement saying that the Scout Hut can only survive if it has certainty.  He made a formal request to address the meeting in April. Mr Ian Ventham followed this by saying that he had confused the designation of community facilities and would like to request that the Scout site is declared a vital community asset. A copy of the statement was handed to the Clerk. 

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.290	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Sam Bardwell and Dorset Cllr Mike Baker.

3.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2026

25.291	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the meeting. Cllr Curtis proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

4.	Matters arising from those minutes for report only 

25.292	 Horse warning signs in the Lane End area are still being pursued. 

5.	To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 

25.293	No interests were declared. 

[bookmark: _Hlk484269956]6.	To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 

25.294	The latest report had been issued prior to the start of the meeting. 

	Cllr Walker expressed his concern about the lack of helpfulness from Wessex Water regarding the sewage overflow during January and February.

7.	Key Topics 

25.295	To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan consultation process 

The public consultation closed on the 22nd February and all responses received have been sent to the Consultant for review. Any amendments necessary will be made and the Review document returned to the Parish Council for confirmation before being passed to Dorset Council for the statutory regulation 15 review. In the meantime, the habitat risks assessment will be undertaken by Dorset Council. This could take up to three months to complete. 

25.296	To consider a request from the Scout Group for the extension of the lease at Elder Road

A copy of the letter had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  Cllr Park reported that we are still waiting for Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) to come back to us with figures for the proposed Court Farm site. Until we get these figures, we cannot make a decision on the site at Elder Road. It is understood that Symonds and Sampson are now heading the proposal for the DWT site. Mr Ventham stressed the need for the long term planning and saying that the Scouts cannot fund raise if the lease is less than a certain number of years. 
 
25.297	To consider responses to the Lengthsman job advert 

No applicants came forward. This will be put on the agenda for April once the current Lengthsman confirms he is happy to continue. 

25.298	To consider the adoption of a combined IT and BYOD policy 

A copy of the draft had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Walker explained the need for this is the new assertain ten digital and data compliance coming on the AGAR at the end of March. Several of the comments seem to be contradictory. He felt that, at this point, we cannot adopt this policy. Cllr Park asked if it would be an appropriate spend for councillors to have dedicated tablets. This will be considered at a later date. 

It was suggested that a specific risk assessment could be undertaken to show what kind of data we actually hold. The Clerk will contact CloudyIT with a list of questions posed by Cllr Walker. 
ACTION: CLLR WALKER/CLERK

8.	Finance 

25.299	To approve monthly expenditure 

	The following payments were requested:

	Edge IT 		Contract renewal – 2 of 5 years			BACS463		   813.00
	Minuteman		25 Communibus fliers				BACS464		     11.30
	Bartletts		Fixing pegs for allotments			BACS465		     23.81
	BR Village Hall		Annual payment for use of hall			BACS466		   350.00
	A Leigh		February lunch club food			BACS467		     51.98
	J Kurzejewska		NeighbourCar trips Jan & Feb 26		BACS468		       7.20
	Citizens Advice		Grant						BACS469		   500.00
	Post Office		2nd Class stamps for allotments			D/c			     34.80
	A Lynam		February lunch club				BACS470		   106.50
	Minuteman		12 NP Review copies				BACS471		     52.50
	Amazon		Dog poo sign for North Street bin		D/c			       4.29
	Amazon		100 anti slip strips				D/c			   496.30
	Lloyds			Account charges 01.01.26 to 09.02.26					       7.26
	R Morrall		NeighbourCar trips Feb 26			BACS472		     62.10
	DC Pension Fund	March 2026 pension contributions		BACS473		   331.32
	A Ahern		NeighbourCar trips 02.03.26			BACS474		       9.90
	CloudyIT		Email support, March 2026			BACS475		     98.56
	J Franklin		NeighbourCar trips Dec25 to Feb26		BACS476		     89.10
	A King			Lengthsman – February 2026			BACS477		2,240.09
	HMRC			March 2026 PAYE				BACS478		   358.51
	A Crocker		March 2026 salary + expenses			BACS479		   958.90
	Baillie Cross		Communibus service				BACS480		   260.28
	Welmar			Donation from calendars			BACS481		   325.00

	The total amount requested from the Precept is £6,862.70.

	Cllr Park proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. 


25.300	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

A copy of both reports had been issued with the agenda and were duly noted. Cllr Fairhurst proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. 

25.301	To receive an update on calendar sales 

It was noted that the original print contained some date errors. These have been corrected and a new run printed.  Should anyone wish to receive a replacement calendar, they should contact either the Chair or the Clerk.

It was noted that Nisa have raised a further £125 on calendar sales. This brings the total profit to £325 to go to the chosen charity. Cllr Walker will contact Weldmar and ask how they would like the donation made. Our sincere thanks are extended to Jagtar and his team for all their work in selling the calendars on our behalf.

9.	Planning 

25.302	To consider planning applications 

P/FUL/2026/00640	Workshop, Chamberlaynes Farm – Erection of a machinery workshop and  vehicle/equipment store

PWP recommended no objection. It will not be visible from the road.

P/FUL/2026/01314	Doddings Farm, Hollow Oak Road  - Removal of a roofing structure, partial demolition of masonry wall and retention of lower level as retaining wall. Construction of buttresses

Existing roof is collapsing and this is required to solve the problem and make it safe. 

10.	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

25.303	To consider of book swap facility at the Church

It is possible that any books stored in the Church would be very damp. Cllr Curtis suggested that the lady who suggested it is informed that a book swap already exists in the Doctors Surgery. Cllr Walker informed the meeting that the original proposal was for something that would be accessible 24/7 and it was suggested that it could be located on the corner of Southmead and West Street. Cllr Walker will go back to the parishioner and discuss possibilities with them.ACTION: CLLR WALKER


25.304	Allotments – to consider the hiring of a skip to remove the carpets and metal work accumulated and to consider the installation of a notice board 

	Cllr Percy proposed that we bring in a skip as a one-off situation to get rid of the pile. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously.

	The installation of a notice board has been requested by allotment holders for use as an extension for parish information and for specific allotment information. It was suggested that the frame is metal. Cllr Park proposed costings for a notice board are determined and brought back to the April meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Hawkins and agreed unanimously.

25.305	General Update 

	No issues with the rights of way. Cllr Curtis reported that all the walk leaflets have now all be used and another run may be necessary. 

25.306	Defects 
		 
	Nothing new.

11.	Conservation and Environment 

25.307	Riverfly training will take place on the 6th June in the Scout Hut. Four spaces have been made available for Scouts and four for the Wildlife Group.  The cost will be £100 which will be covered by the Parish Council and the Scouts have offered the hall free of charge. 

12.	Police, Traffic and Roads 

25.308	Community Speed Watch are just starting up again. 

13.	Community Liaison 

25.309 	To consider the purchase of a commemorative bench for Cllr Tony Bates 

	Cllr Park spoke to Roger Bates who has been approached by DWT about having a commemorative bench at Court Farm. He is in support of having one on Souls Moor and is happy to contribute towards it. A sustainable wood bench would cost between £200 and £600. Roger would then like to be involved with the location of the bench. Cllr Park proposed we consider the purchase of bench. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously. Cllr Park will get some prices and bring them back to the April meeting. 
ACTION: CLLR PARK	

	
Cllr Park attended the Pop In Place this afternoon for the presentation of the King’s Award for Volunteers. The award was presented to Alison Bennett and her team by the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset. We would like to pass on our congratulations for a reward well deserved. 
	
14.	Children and Youth 

25.310	Cllr Hazell reported that the input from last Saturday’s drop-in session was very helpful, especially from the team from Pop In. He attended an assembly at the school on the morning of the 12th March and the children had some really good input. He is now on the school council and the children are going to replan the play park, including where seats for parents would be put. He is also now liaising with the Deputy Head Teacher, Liz Clark. 

	A copy of the draft letter to be sent to businesses was issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. The intention is to send this to any business that supplies anything to the parish, including Brian May, local supermarkets, etc. Pop In Performers have very kindly offered to donate the profit from their next production to the play park. Cllr Hazell will be attending the AGM on the 22nd April.

15.	To receive the Clerk’s Report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda 

25.311	The Clerk ‘s report was noted. 

	The Comminbus was taken to the garage today for its three monthly check. It needed two new tyres. Cllr Percy put in a request for the bus to be used for the regular Friday morning attendees to the Pop In cafe. Cllr Park said this would be driver dependent. If one of the drivers is happy to take the trip, it would be the responsibility of the group to organise helpers and ensure it is booked. 

	Cllr Walker reported that a resident had approached him with the idea for someone to produce a village diary of all the things going on in the parish on a weekly basis so nothing clashes.  The problem is, things change so quickly and people do not tend to say what is happening. Most of the events are published on Facebook.  
	
16.	To consider correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.312	 Litter bin on the junction of Shitterton and West Street.  A complaint has been received from DWP regarding the use of the bin for dog poo and excessive amounts of household rubbish.  Cllr Beddow suggested asking DWP if they had done an Airbnb leaflet drop before they remove the bin. 

17.	Items for the April meeting

25.313	Any items members wish to be added to the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the end of the month.
- Bins, benches, IT policy
	
18. 	Date of next meeting

25.314	The next meeting will be held on Thursday 9th April 2026 commencing 7pm.

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 20.48pm.
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