
  

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 2020/21 1 

Signed: …………………………………………… 

           

MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 8th APRIL 2021 COMMENCING 8PM 

This meeting was carried out by video conferencing. 
 

Present:  Cllrs L Fairhurst, M Mathers, T Bates, P Wharf, B House, R Pitcher 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present: 1 member of the public 

 

The Chairman reminded all present that the meeting is being recorded for the purpose of the minutes. 

Once the minutes are confirmed the recording will be destroyed. 

 

Public Participation 

 

Alison Bennett reported that she has received a number of letters of thanks for the help the Food Bank 

has provided and the work the volunteers have undertaken through such a difficult period of time. 

Alison, in turn expressed her thanks to the Parish Council for agreeing to make the donation of £2,400 

towards the cost of installation of storage units which will enable the Food Bank to continue after 

lockdown.  

 

Cllr Ventham reported that the BereConnect balance now stands at about £1,600 which means they 

have paid out about £6,700 to families and individuals who have found themselves in difficulty over 

the last year.  

 

Alison raised the cemetery project for discussion later and reported that she has spoken to one of the 

local funeral directors who have intimated that they might be able to put some funding towards the 

project.  

 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

20.274 Apologies have been received from Cllrs Simon Munnings, Phil Morgan and Bryan 

Benjafield.  

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2021 

 

20.275 A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr 

Pitcher proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was 

seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.   

  

 The Chairman will sign the minutes in due course. 

 

3. Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda  

 

20.276  Annual Village meeting – The March minutes showed this would be held on the 13th May. 

Due to the current situation regarding virtual meetings, this date has been amended to 

Thursday 6th May. 

  

 Dorset Local Plan – The response has been submitted. 

 

 White Lines – The lines on Manor Farm Road have been renewed.  

 

 Bloxworth Parish Meeting – Cllr Wharf has spoken to Sue Acland who heads the Parish 

Meeting. She has spoken to Democratic Services regarding the Community Governance 

Review. At the moment, Bloxworth do not have a precept but, alternatively, they do not have 



  

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 2020/21 2 

Signed: …………………………………………… 

any power or influence in relation to Dorset Council. Sue is now talking to the residents of 

Bloxworth and will report back to Cllr Ventham with any decision.  

 

 Lengthsman’s duties – The Clerk will circulate the priority list for the Lengthsman to 

members. 

 

 Wildflower verges – Ian Styring has responded regarding the verges and a response is now 

awaited from Katie Black of Dorset Council. 

 

 School access bank – The Clerk has spoken to Paul Scothern who is happy to consider setting 

up a Service Level Agreement which will also include the path running alongside the school 

up to May’s Wood. He is currently confirming responsibility for the bank before responding 

with a proposal. 

 

 Community Weekend – There were some positive responses, but many felt it was too early to 

do anything. No further action will be taken for the time being.  

 

4. To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received  

 

20.277 No interests were declared, and no dispensations had been requested.  

 

5. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s report 

 

20.278 Cllr Wharf reported that Dorset Council has just received £5million from Central Government 

for 5G networks. This will help, amongst other areas, Lulworth. Litter on the A31 – 

Highways have started litter picking.  

 

The Rye Hill petition has received a detailed response from the Officers which, whilst 

sympathetic, has pointed out that nothing can be done regarding the request for a 20mph 

speed limit.  

 

The Local Plan consultation has now finished and has received the largest response ever 

received from members of the public.  

 

Face to face meetings are due to recommence but social distancing will still be a requirement 

during May so there is actually nowhere that would be large enough to hold a meeting. A 

request has been made asking for virtual meetings to be allowed to continue.  

 

 Legislation has been introduced to outlaw barbeques in public spaces, particularly in forested 

areas, but it will be down to the Police to enforce. 

 

 South Street Council offices are due to be closed and offices will be moved back to the Dorset 

Council buildings in Colliton.  

  

 A drainage survey was undertaken at Rye Hill. 

 

 The MOD have agreed to provide a BattleLab at Winfrith which will be a centre for 

intellectual electronic excellence and will employ 90 people. 

 

 The existing 7 planning systems are being merged into one planning system which should be 

ready by the summer. Unfortunately, there have been a very large number of applications 

submitted during the lockdown period, so things are taking a lot longer than normal. 

 

6. Key topics  

 

20.279 Neighbourhood Plan update  

 

 The Drax proposals seem to be firming up and a meeting has been arranged with Chris Jowett 

of Savills to bring the Parish Council up to date with their progress. 
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 White Lovington – Cllr Ventham attended the Planning Committee meeting. He reported that 

the application was discussed thoroughly. It is disappointing that the Planning Committee 

agreed to 17 houses, whilst the Neighbourhood Plan stated 12 houses. This case hung on the 

weight given to what is in the NP policies, and not what is in the preamble and 

explanations. Policies carry more weight than preamble. In the relevant policy, the NP 

said about White Lovington "approximately 12 houses". It also said elsewhere we 

wanted housing there to be in keeping with White Lovington and at a lower density 

than on other sites. The officers argued that, what the developer was proposing was in 

keeping and was at a significantly lower density, albeit slightly higher than the NP 

and that "approximately" had no upper limit if the other conditions were met. There is 

a very important lesson here. If we had said "approximately 12 houses, but no fewer 

than 10 and no more than 14", say, we would have been safe. The main worry is, at 

one point, the officer presenting said that she had consulted with the officers who had 

helped us with the NP as to whether this planning application was in the spirit of what 

we, the NP team would have intended, and she reported that it was! Clearly, this is not 

the case. 

 

Although disappointing, it should be pointed out that, had the NP not been in place, 

developers could have applied for 30 houses per hectare on the site and not the 13 as 

has been agreed to. We still have low density housing on the site. There are still 12 

buildings on the site but several of them have been turned into semi-detached 

properties. 

 

What is more disappointing and where we could be deemed to have lost is that we 

asked for an informal recreation area to be created and this has not been put in. What 

they are saying is that the land to the south west of the site which is within the 

exclusion zone will be made a temporary SANG. This will remain until the main 

SANG on Back Lane is finalised, after which, this land will revert to farmland. The 

area is available for recreation but is not the site we requested. This has resulted in a 

gap in provision which could have been easily filled.   
 

20.280 To agree the co-option of a Parish Councillor 

 

 As the May meeting will be shortened and there will be no meeting in June, it was felt that 

this will be held over until the July meeting when face to face meetings will commence. All 

prospective candidates have been informed.  

 

20.281 To consider undertaking a Community Governance Review 

 

 A copy of the original proposal from 2016 had been issued to all members prior to the start of 

the meeting.  

 

 Should Bloxworth decide they do wish to join with Bere Regis, this would need to be 

included in the Governance Review.  

 

 The paper will be redrafted to state that Bere Regis wishes to increase the number of 

councillors to 13. Should Bloxworth decide they do wish to join with us, we would be looking 

to increase the number of councillors by a further 2 councillors.  

 

 The Clerk will submit a request to increase the number of councillors to 13 but include an 

option that, should Bloxworth decide they do wish to join with Bere Regis, we would be 

looking to increase the number of councillors accordingly.  

 

20.282 To consider a representative for the DAPTC  

   

 This will be held over to the July meeting once the new councillor is taken on. At that time, 

the full list of representatives to the various external bodies will be reconsidered.  

ACTION: CLERK 
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7. Finance                  

 

20.283 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested:  

  

 Pop In Place  Donation towards cupboards for Food Bank  2400.00 

 Edge IT   2nd of 5 years software support      338.40 

 Wessex Water  Cemetery standpipe April 21 to March 22    178.00 

 A Crocker  April 2021 wages + expenses      709.53 

 HMRC   April PAYE        206.69 

 DC Pension Fund April pension contributions      248.60 

 A King   March 2021 Lengthsman    2576.03 

   

 Total payments for April 2021 from Precept                6,657.25 

 

 NeighbourCar, Lunch Club and Communibus payments 

 

These payments are made from the funds each initiative holds and do not come from the 

Precept. 

 

D Fairhurst  NeighbourCar January & February       66.60 

B Duke   NeighbourCar February & March        56.70 

 

Total payments for April 2021                 123.30 

 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Bates and agreed 

unanimously.  

 

20.284 To review the reconciliation and position against budget 

 

A copy of the reports had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No 

comments were made.  

 

8. Planning & Housing          

  

20.285 To consider planning applications      

 

There were no planning applications for consideration at the time of the meeting. 

 

20.286 To consider tree work applications  

 

TWA/2021/022 Fire Station, North Street – G1 Laurel and Hazel; prune back to gain 

2m clearance of radio tower  

 

Support. No comments were made and no objections raised.  

 

9. Parish Amenities & Rights of Way       

    

20.287 Open Spaces Update  

 

 Noman’s land – Cllr Mathers reminded members that the Fire Station is willing to be part of a 

rota but cannot take full responsibility. It will be necessary to draw up a rota. Cllr Pitcher felt 

that, at this time of year, they should be fine, but a rota will have to be drawn up starting in 

May. Cllrs Pitcher and Bates will liaise to create the rota. 

 

  

 

ACTION: CLLRS PITCHER & BATES 
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 There had been an issue regarding the trees being planted too close to one of the Egdon Close 

access gates. However, the houses do not have a right to create an access from the car park, 

along the top of the bank to their access gate. It was noted that the houses do not have any 

legal right of access via the gates. The Clerk will take advice on the rights of the residents to 

have access via the bank.  

 

 The position of the official right of way will be determined but it is understood to be along the 

gravel path at the bottom of the bank. Cllr Fairhurst will check this.  

 

 

 The Lengthsman continues to work with assistance and is working through the list of works 

needed at the play park. 

 

20.288 To consider a proposal for a community partnership project at the cemetery  

 

 A paper had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. It was noted that this 

would be a Parish Council led project with community assistance. A volunteer has already 

come forward who would be willing to water the trees.  

 

 The proposal is for the Parish Council to allow £915 towards the creation of the community 

project. This was seconded by Cllr Mathers. 4 members were in favour of the proposal going 

ahead. 

 

 Cllr Ventham will liaise with Alison Bennett regarding approaching the local funeral directors 

for donations.  

 

 

20.289 To consider supporting a request from the British Horse Society to upgrade footpath 34 to a 

bridleway  

 

  Cllr Fairhurst informed the meeting that bridleway SE6/31 and SE6/32 both end in a footpath 

which means, at this time, cyclists and horse riders should turn around when they get to the 

footpath and would not have access to Shitterton. He proposed no objections should be made 

to the footpath SE6/34 be upgraded to a bridleway and for the British Horse Society should 

go ahead and submit the DMMO. The Clerk will write a letter of support. 

 

  

 

20.290 To agree the location for a memorial bench near Stanbarrow/Shitterton 

 

 The resident has requested the bench is located towards the Shitterton end of the path. A 

suitable location will be finalised and the bench ordered. 

 

20.291 To receive an update on the Elder Road path repairs  

 

 The Clerk reported that two quotes have been received for repairs to the path. This will be 

amended to requests for quotes for the full upgrade of the path to 1.5m wide, with edging and 

a camber to prevent puddles developing in the future – similar to the paths on the south side 

of the stream. The paths need to be good enough to push a wheelchair along.  

 

 A third contractor will be contacted for another quote.  

 

20.292 To consider a dog waste bin at Chamberlaynes  

 

 A request had been received for a dog bin in this location. The Clerk will check with DWP to 

see if they would permit a bin in this location in the first instance.  

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR FAIRHURST 

ACTION: CLLR VENTHAM 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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20.293 Defects  

  

 None were raised.  

 

10. Environment & Conservation  

 

20.294 To receive an update on the work to date 

 

Cllr Bates reported that there has been no work by the volunteers. The signage on Black Hill 

seems to have come to a stop, despite constant chasing. It was felt that the Parish Council 

were originally acting as facilitators for this as we do not own it and have no responsibility for 

the site. It is now down to the landowner and Natural England to progress this.  

 

11. Police, Traffic and Roads 

 

20.295 The Lengthsman will be undertaking his SID training on the 21st April.   

 

 A response has been received to the 20mph request for Rye Hill and Alison Bennett will be 

writing something for the parish magazine. 

 

 It was noted that there has been a spate of thefts of catalytic convertors from vehicles in Bere 

Regis. It is understood that Cllr Morgan is taking this up with the Police.  

 

12. Community Liaison  

 

20.296 To consider the setting up of a CIC for NeighbourCar and the Lunch Club  

 

Copies of example CICs have been sent to members prior to the meeting. This will be brought 

back to the July meeting.  

 

13. Children & Youth  

 

20.297 Nothing to report. 

 

14. Correspondence received since the agenda was set  

 

20.298 There will be no meetings between May 7th and 8th July. A proposal for a delegation will be 

brought to the May meeting for agreement.  

 

15. Public Relations  

  

20.299 - Joint piece with Alison Bennett and Cllr House regarding the work of the 

volunteers during the lockdown period 

 - SID 

 - Noman’s land planting 

 - White Lovington planning application 

 - Cemetery proposal 

 - Considerate driving and parking on West Street 

 

16. Items for the May meeting 

 

20.300   - Election of Officers 

   - Agreement of Accounts 

   - Delegated authority 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:25hrs. 

 


