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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 

8th JULY 2021 COMMENCING 7PM AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, 

BERE REGIS 
 

Present:  Cllrs L Fairhurst, P Wharf, R Pitcher, P Morgan, T Bates, S Munnings, B Benjafield 

 

Chair:   Cllr M Mathers 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present: 4 members of the public and Dave Thompson, Jon Morgan and Vickie Norn from Dorset Council.  

 

Public Participation 

 

Rose Grounds expressed concern regarding the lack of resources for the young people in the village. The Chair 

invited Ms Grounds to put her thoughts and suggestions into an email so members could have more time to 

consider any proposals she may have. 

 

John Whiteside set out the alterations he has made to his planning application following the comments of the Parish 

Council and those of the Conservation Officer. As the application was received too late for the agenda, members 

will consider it via email and submit their comments before the deadline of the 19th July. 

 

The Chair then invited the members of Dorset Council to give a presentation on the proposal for the old school site. 

Dave Thompson, Corporate Director for Property introduced Jon Morgan, the Project Manager for the site, and 

Vickie Norn the architect. They explained that two options are under consideration – the first providing 23 

residential properties: the second, 19 properties and a space for a village hall. Both have 40% affordable properties 

in accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan. The site will have 2 access points from Rye Hill and contains a 

mixture of units and tenure types, and parking will be incorporated either between the plots or with limited parking 

to the front of properties. The properties will be made as environmentally friendly as possible. 

 

The next stage is to take the scheme to through the pre-application process and make amendments required before a 

formal application is submitted, hopefully in September this year.  

 

Cllr Wharf reported that this presentation is additional to the normal presentations that will take place once the 

formal application is submitted. He highlighted the fact that the DWT process supersedes the second on the scheme 

as the community hall could now be built on the Court Farm site.  

 

Cllr Pitcher raised the issue that, when the site was originally considered, there was a request for some play space. 

It would also make sense to have access to the right of way in the fields behind. These points will be taken into 

consideration. 

 

Mr Thompson confirmed that Dorset Council were happy for the Parish Council to disseminate information on the 

scheme and will provide material and a map for inclusion in the Parish Magazine. They would also be happy to 

attend any future village event to give another presentation and answer any concerns residents may have. 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

21.18 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Ian Ventham and Brenda House. 

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 6th May 2021 

 

21.19 A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

 Cllr Fairhurst proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by 

Cllr Pitcher and agree unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 

 

3. Matters arising for report only  

 

21.20 Wild flower verges – The Clerk will be meeting with Highways on the 9th July to discuss the visibility 

splays for White Lovington.  
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 School Access Drive – The offer of £1,500 from Dorset Council was accepted and has been paid. This area 

is now the responsibility of the Parish Council.   

 

4. To receive declarations of interest and review any dispensations received  

 

21.21 Cllr Munnings declared an interest in the planning applications. No other interests were declared at this 

time. 

 

 A dispensation request had been received from Cllr House requesting a leave of absence from the Parish 

Council until November 2021. Cllr Wharf proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst 

and agreed unanimously.  

 

5. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report  

 

21.22 Cllr Wharf reported that Dorset Council is currently working hard on the waste collection service and the 

issues that have been raised. DWP appear to be over the vehicle problems. Any issues regarding missed 

collections must be reported online. 

 

 Recent traffic surveys had been installed without permission and were removed from North Street and 

West Street. An official request had subsequently been made and the surveys can now, legally, continue.  

 

 The Local Plan first consultation has been completed and there were more responses than ever before. The 

period for review of comments has been extended in order to allow officers time to consider all the points 

raised.  

 

 A meeting had taken place with the Police to try to manage the summer traffic flow through the parish to 

Lulworth.  

 

 A current boundary review proposes to move the village of Bere Regis to within the ward of South Dorset 

which is covered by Richard Drax MP. Consultation papers should be issued shortly. 

 

 The Post Office is due to close in the near future and the new owner of the village shop is planning on 

moving it back to its original location once works have been completed to knock through from the shop to 

the original Post Office building. However, there is an issue regarding the knocking down of the chimney 

in the old building as it is listed. The Listed Building Officer will be attending the site shortly to determine 

what can and cannot be done. 

 

20:00 Cllr Wharf left the meeting. 

 

6. Key Topics  

 

21.23 To co-opt a Parish Councillor 

 

Only one candidate had put their forward name – Glo Curtis. She is a villager born and bred and has grown 

up in the village. As there is only one vacancy and one candidate, Mrs Curtis was welcomed to the Parish 

Council.  

 

21.24 To agree Councillor responsibilities for the coming year  

  

A list of the current responsibilities had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Several 

alterations were suggested. These will be made and the list reissued. 

 

21.25 To consider the immediate future of the NeighbourCar Scheme and Lunch Club 

 

It was noted that, with Cllr House stepping back from the Parish Council until November, there is a need 

for someone else to take over the organisation of both the Lunch Club and the day to day running of the 

NeighbourCar. This discussion will be taken outside of the Parish Council meeting and will include the 

setting up of a CIC. 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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21.26 Neighbourhood Plan update  

 

 There has been no movement regarding applications for any of the sites to date.   

 

21.27 To receive an update on the DWT purchase of Court Farm and discuss the possible management of the 

allotments 

 

 A copy of the DWT letter had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

 During a recent meeting with DWT, they had proposed that the Parish Council might like to consider 

taking on the management of the allotments. Cllr Mathers proposed that, if we are offered the management 

of the allotments the Parish Council say yes. Cllr Pitcher seconded the proposal, and this was unanimously 

agreed.  

 

 Cllr Munnings and Cllr Pitcher will meet to discuss the new community hall and the preferred location. 

 

 

21.28 To confirm the Risk Assessment – last reviewed in May 2019  

 

 A copy of the current Assessment had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

 Cllr Fairhurst proposed the Risk Assessment is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed 

unanimously. 

 

21.29 To consider the adoption of the new Code of Conduct  

 

 A copy of the new Code had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

 Cllr Mathers proposed the new Code of Conduct is adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

21.30 To consider a response to the Dorset Council Proposed Parking Charges Strategy  

 

 A copy of the proposal had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Members had no 

comments to make.  

 

21.31 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – to consider organising a village event & setting up a working party 

 

This event will take place in June 2022 and run across a long weekend from the 2nd June to the 5th June. 

Nationally, it is proposed to have a beacon lighting ceremony throughout the UK of which Bere Regis has 

been a part during past events and pipers playing at 9.09pm before the beacons are lit at 9.15pm.  

 

Cllr Benjafield felt that we should hold an event and offered to take the lead.  

 

21.32 To agree a date for the Village Meeting  

 

Items to include in the meeting will be a presentation from DWT regarding Court Farm, the presentation of 

the Certificates of Appreciation, presentation by the Drax Estate and the proposal for the old school site. It 

may also be worth inviting the Urban Heath Partership to the event to update residents on the Black Hill 

damage. 

 

Saturday 4th September – the Clerk will contact the school to see if the main hall will be available.  

 

21.33 To consider the future of the Rye Hill zebra crossing  

 

A number of residents have expressed concern regarding the crossing in that vehicles are not taking notice 

of it and it would be better served if it was relocated to the Southbrook junction area.  

 

With the possibility of the old school site being developed by the end of the year, it was felt that the zebra 

crossing should be left but the vegetation needs clearing back and the markings renewing. It is understood 

ACTION: CLLRS MUNNINGS & PITCHER 

ACTION: CLERK 
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that the road markings along the length of Rye Hill are due to be repainted this year, but the exact date is 

not known. The Clerk will contact Highways and ask them to keep the vegetation cut back and to repaint 

the zebra crossing.  

 

20:38 Cllr Munnings left the meeting. 

 

7. Finance                  

 

21.34 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested: 

 

Cheap Printing  Leaflet holders for walks flier  BACS026        14.40 

A King   Lengthsman duties – June 2021  BACS027   2,970.63 

Zoom Video  Conferencing 03.07.21 to 02.08.21 BACS028        14.39 

DC Pension Fund Pension contributions June 2021  BACS029      248.60 

HMRC   PAYE & NIC June 2021  BACS030      206.89 

A Crocker  July salary + expenses   BACS032      716.63 

 

The total amount of expenditure requested from the precept for July is £4,171.54 

 

NeighbourCar expenditure  

 

This initiative is self-funding with no monies being taken from the precept. 

 

Payments requested for this month: 

 

A & D Meaton  NeighbourCar trips Feb-June 2021 BACS031      128.25 

 

Cllr Benjafield proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed 

unanimously.  

 

21.35 To confirm the reconciliation of accounts & position against budget 

 

A copy of the reports had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

21.36 To agree the payments made and planning applications determined by delegated powers  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting and can be see as 

Appendix A to these minutes. 

 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed the payments are retrospectively agreed and the planning applications 

retrospectively accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Bates and agreed unanimously. 

 

21.37 To confirm Business Card nominees 

 

It had been agreed at previous meetings that a business card should be organised for the Parish Council. 

Members were asked if anyone wished to be an additional card holder. It was agreed that only the Clerk 

and Chair will have use of the card. 

 

21.38 To consider setting up a 5 year Epitaph contract for control of the cemetery information and finances  

 

At present, all the information regarding the cemetery is stored in registers and files and there is nothing on 

the website. The Epitaph and Heritage system will allow members of the public to view a map of the 

cemetery, including burial plots with dates of burials. It will also provide a full audit trail for all burials and 

link with the cemetery map. The costings will be: 

 

  £500 to create a map of the cemetery and put it on the website 

  £150 to make the map interactive 

 

   £56 to set up the Epitaph accounts programme to link with the existing accounts package 

ACTION: CLERK 
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   £288 to cover training on all aspects 

 

 Thereafter, there will be an annual hosting cost of £270.80. 

 

 Cllr Curtis proposed that the Epitaph system is adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed. 

 

8. Planning & Housing            

 

21.39 To consider planning applications      

 

6/2021/0160 Lower Woodbury Farm – Change of use from agricultural land to mixed use & seasonal 

camping from one week before Easter to 31st October every year 

 

PWP proposed no objection. 

 

PDA/2021/0002  Bere Heath Farm – Change of use of agricultural buildings to dwellings (Class 3) 

and for building operations reasonably necessary for the conversion 

 

The site has been used for agriculture up until July 2019 and there is a presumption for development. There 

are no grounds for objection.  

 

6/2020/0534 Blackhill Cottage, Shitterton Road – Reconsult to demolish existing bungalow & erect new 

dwelling 

 

This will be discussed by email. 

 

21.40 To consider tree work applications  

 

TPO/2021/062 16 North Street – Cypress - fell 

 

Cllr Bates had attended the site and recommended no objections. 

 

Cllr Pitcher proposed the recommendations are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Benjafield. 

 

 

9. Parish Facilities and Rights of Way 

          

21.41 To consider a loan for the production of the Village Calendar and agree the charity  

 

 This will be the 9th edition of the Village Calendar. The production cost of the calendars will be £400 for 

200, the same price as it has been since 2014. This year’s charity has been chosen by Cllr Mathers and is 

the Fire Fighters’ Charity. The calendars will be sold at a cost of £5 each.  

 

 Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the loan of £400 is made. This was seconded by Cllr Morgan and agreed 

unanimously. 

 

21.42 To receive an update on the Cemetery Garden  

 

 A grant of £2,200 has been received from Nisa’s Making a Difference fund. This means the previously 

agreed grant from the Parish Council will not be needed. The Clerk will be meeting with Alison Bennett, 

together with Cllr Pitcher on Friday 9th July to discuss the project at the cemetery.  

 

 The tree planting element may be linked with the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.  

 

21.43 Open Spaces Update  

 

 The survey of trees along Elder Road has been undertaken. The next step will be to consider what work is 

required in the immediate future and costings will be brought back to the August meeting.  

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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21.44 Defects  

 

 No defects were reported. 

 

 

21.45 To consider the upgrade of the Elder Road pathway  

 

 Three quotes for the work have now been received.  

 

Cllr Pitcher pointed out that the quotes are not like for like. He suggested the Clerk go back to Honeybun 

and ask what they would charge for drainage and check material they are using. As the length of the path 

varies on each quotation, all contractors will be asked to double check the length.  

 

10. Conservation and the Environment  

 

21.46 To consider planting wildflower verges around the village  

 

 The Clerk will be meeting with Highways and the Rangers on the 9th July to discuss this project and set out 

visibility splays for White Lovington. The project will be brought back to the August meeting. 

 

21.47 To consider the purchase of car park signs and a new information board for Elder Road  

 

 The car park signs would be positioned at the bottom of Manor Farm Road on Elder Road and at the 

junction of Southbrook and the C6. Each sign will be 80x20cm and cost £51 for the sign and fittings.  

 

 A proof of the proposed signs for the boardwalks was tabled at the meeting. The signs are 40 x 30cm, white 

writing on a green background, and cost £33 each. 4 signs would be required, one for each end of the 

boardwalks. 

 

 Cllr Fairhurst proposed that we go ahead with the signs. This was seconded by Cllr Morgan and agreed 

unanimously. 

 

21.48 The Queen’s Green Canopy initiative – to consider dedicating the No-man’s Land tree planting  

 

 Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the area is dedicated to the initiative. This was seconded by Cllr Bates and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

11. Police, traffic and Roads  

 

21.49 Nothing to report.  

 

21.50 Community Speed Watch Report  

 

 Angie Wright, the CSW Co-ordinator, was unable to attend the meeting but had submitted a report saying 

that the team had been out twice. The first visit had noted 21 vehicles exceeding the limit of 30mph and 

counted 207 vehicles in 1 hour travelling past them. The second visit noted 19 vehicles travelling in excess 

of 30mph. It is already noticeable that vehicles are slowing down. The CSW team have highlighted the fact 

that they are not able to operate in the same location as the SID so will need to be informed each time the 

SID is moved.  

 

 Cllr Morgan will liaise with the CSW and co-ordinate when the SID is moved. 

 

 Thanks are extended to all the volunteers and especially to Angie and Ian Wright for finally bringing this 

initiative into being.  

 

12. Community Liaison  

 

21.51 Nothing further to add.  

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR MORGAN 
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13. Children & Youth  

 

21.52 Nothing to add. 

 

14.  Correspondence received since the agenda was set  

 

21.53 Nothing to report. 

   

15. Public Relations  

 

21.54   - If there is an issue regarding waste collections, it can be reported via the website 

   - Development of the old school site 

   - DWT letter 

   - Village meeting  

   - Community event for 2022 

   - Road markings will be carried out 

 

16. Items for the August meeting  

 

21.55 The next meeting will take place on Thursday 12th August and members are asked to have any items they 

wish included on the agenda to the Clerk by the 31st July.  

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:41hrs. 

 


