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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 

14th NOVEMBER 2019 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, 

COMMENCING 7PM 
 

Present:  Cllrs L Fairhurst, M Mathers, B House, P Wharf, R Pitcher, P Morgan, S Munnings 

 

Chair:   Cllr B Benjafield 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present: 4 members of the public and Amy Yeats 

 

Public Participation 

 

19.163  Brenda Chapman, Butt Lane – interested in the tree application for Butt Lane. 

 

 Mr & Mrs Whittingham, Rye Hill – would like to make the Parish Council aware that Rowlands Wait has 

been sold to Royale Homes. Mr Whittingham set out what he understands the situation to be and felt that a 

change of use will be applied for and would potentially allow up to 70 Park-like homes on the site. He 

expressed concern regarding the roads and pavements that would be required and what would happen 

regarding the sewage and drainage. To permit this to happen would result in a considerable amount of extra 

traffic and additional people walking from the site, along Rye Hill into the village. He had asked at a 

previous meeting for the 30mph speed limit to be moved but it had been turned down. Should the 

development go ahead, it would be safer for a pavement alongside Rye Hill and the 30mph to be moved. 

The Chair responded saying that the Parish Council had followed up his request regarding the speed limit 

and it had been turned down on the grounds that the area does not meet the required criteria and there has 

been no evidence of reported collisions. Mr Whittingham then raised the issue that the road between Bere 

Regis and Wool has a minor C road designation, and this is inappropriate for the amount of traffic that now 

uses the road. The bypass should be reinstated.  

 

Cllr Wharf responded regarding the caravan site saying that what has happened is allowable under the law, 

but what we can do is try to control it as best we can. The Clerk is looking into inviting the new owners to 

attend a meeting and, when a date has been agreed, this will be advertised. With regard to the C6, it is a 

strategic route, originally funded by the army, and it will not be turned into a non-strategic quiet route. The 

bypass did not make it onto the Strategic Plan and is unlikely to do so within our lifetimes. We have to 

manage the road in other ways by keeping the verges cut and tidy, installing the SIDs and adding additional 

speed signage. 

 

Linda Rowland expressed concern that to have such a permanent site at Rowlands Wait will, in effect, add 

70 new homes to the village, over and above those designated within the Neighbourhood Plan. This will 

result in additional pressure on the village facilities, such as the doctors’ surgery and school. Cllr Wharf 

explained that this situation was exploiting a loophole in the law which allows for this to happen and there 

is nothing we can do about it.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst asked if planning would be required to build new roads and pavements around the site. Not 

in this case as it is a caravan site. This has happened throughout Dorset. As it is a private access road, they 

do not have to upgrade it to Highways standard.  

 

Cllr Wharf was then invited to give a brief presentation of the Developing Dorset Council Plan. The presentation 

will be given in more detail at the Parish Councils meeting later in November. This presentation is being given in 

one form or another to every single parish council and to various other organisations throughout Dorset and Cllr 

Wharf would be pleased to give the presentation to any other local groups if invited to do so. A full copy of the 

presentation will be available on Parish Council’s website. The public, stakeholder and employee conversation is 

currently underway and views would be welcome by 20th December 2019. It should be noted, at this stage, this is 

not about the minute detail, i.e. pothole issues, but is looking at the broader, overall picture. 

 

A copy of the full presentation will be given to all members. 

 ACTION: CLERK 
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1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

19.164 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Catherine Packham, Ian Ventham, and Tony Bates. 

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th October 2019  

 

19.165  A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fairhurst 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher 

and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.  

 

3. Matters arising form those minutes, not covered by this agenda  

 

19.166 Telephone kiosk – our interest in the purchase of the Rye Hill kiosk has been lodged with Purbeck District 

Council. The period for registering interests runs until 24th December after which all those who have 

lodged an interest will be contacted by BT. 

 

 Parking on pavements – advice has been taken and this is not permitted.  

 

 North Street – The Clerk met with Highways Officers who have agreed to paint the white lines at the exit 

of the Shell Garage in order to slow vehicles down when leaving the site, to install bollards along the 

pavement alongside number 1 Townsend Park, and to provide ‘Residents only’ notices to be positioned in 

the area. 

   

4. To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received  

 

19.167 No interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had been received.  

 

5. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s reports  

 

19.168  Cllr Wharf reported that Dorset Council is coming to the end of its restructuring period and morale is 

beginning to improve. As the Council is now in purdah, no information can be supplied regarding the 

budget. Originally it was thought that schools would not be available for polling stations, but this is not 

now the case.  

  

6. Key Topics 

 

19.169 Neighbourhood Plan – implementation update  

 

A meeting took place with Chris Jowett of Savills on the 16th October. He explained the problems 

regarding the various Trusts that had been set up and which areas of land combinations each Trust was 

responsible for. At present they are trying to sort the situation out, so each area of land is the responsibility 

of only one Trust, but this is proving very time-consuming. It is hoped that this will be resolved, if not by 

Christmas, then early in the New Year. At that time, it will be possible to look again at the land to the south 

of the recreation ground.  

 

7. Finance                  

 

19.170 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested:  

 

 Nathan Fairhurst Domain name renewals    BACS053    30.00 

 Dorset Council  3 x traffic surveys    BACS054  720.00 

 AG Tree Services Dismantle partially felled tree   BACS055  216.00 

 Cheap Printing  Printing      BACS056    38.40 

 DC Pension Fund November contribution    BACS057  242.00 

 A Crocker  November wages + expenses   BACS058  940.43 

 HMRC   November PAYE &NIC   BACS059    82.34 

 Nathan Fairhurst Analysis of traffic surveys   BACS060    25.00 
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 A King   Lengthsman – October    BACS061  2738.75 

  

Total to be paid from the Precept is                  £5,032.92 

 

Lunch Club & NeighbourCar (Both these schemes are self-funding with no costs coming from the Precept) 

 

Total to be paid from the schemes’ funds                  £  

 

I Ventham  October lunch club    SPLC014   127.13 

Cheap Printing  Banners     NC015      30.00 

N Reid   NeighbourCar     NC016      10.80 

 

Total to be paid from schemes’ balances                 £ 197.93 

 

Cllr Munnings proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed 

unanimously. 

 

19.171 To confirm reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

 

A copy of the reports had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made, or queries raised.  

 

19.172 To confirm the Register of Assets 

 

This item will be deferred to the January meeting. The Clerk will forward a paper copy of the Asset 

Register to Cllr Pitcher. 

 

19.173 To confirm the budget for 2020/21 

 

A copy of the draft budget had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. The following 

points were highlighted: 

 

- The Clerk’s salary has been increased in line with the NALC suggestion of 5% on salary 

SCP22. National Insurance and pension costs rise accordingly with the salary increase. 

- £500 has been included within the Cemetery expenses for repairs to headstones where no 

family is contactable and for any repairs to the shed or covered seat 

- £9,000 has been included for the cost of replacing the surface of the play areas with safety 

surfacing rather than woodchip and an additional £1,000 for the upgrade of the path 

- The Lengthsman scheme has been held at 32.5 hours weekly. This reflects the importance of 

this role and will go some way to cover the additional work that will be required following the 

introduction of the Unitary Authority and the removal of the District Council. 

- £1,500 and £500 have been set aside to aide the NeighbourCar Scheme and Lunch Club 

respectively.  

- All other costs have been held the same as last year or have been given an inflationary increase 

of 3%. 

 

A sum of £9,500 will be taken from the general reserves held in order to keep the increase in Precept to a 

similar level as previous years. 

 

Cllr Wharf proposed the Precept for the year 2020/21 is set at £63,996.00, an increase of 8.09%. This was 

seconded by Cllr Mathers and agreed unanimously. 

 

19.174 To consider the accessibility of the Parish Council web site in line with Government legislation for the new 

standards 

 

The Clerk reported that Nathan Fairhurst, the site developer, had been asked to look at the site and see how 

it fits with the proposed guidelines which will become law in September 2020. As it stands, there are no 

errors in the formatting but there are some areas that have been highlighted regarding links and the 

readability of the text. One of the areas that can be improved is regarding the site’s responsiveness when 

viewed from a mobile ‘phone or tablet. At the moment, the site is not a mobile responsive one. Being now 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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8 years old, the site was set up before mobile responsiveness was an issue. This area could be updated. 

However, it would require a major redesign of the website and would cost several hundred pounds.  

 

The site is in general conformity to the accessibility standards. Improvements can be made to make the 

links work in the recommended manner, i.e. ‘information can be found here, where ‘here’ is the link is not 

recommended. 

 

Two quotes have been put forward – one for immediate action to remove extraneous link text and amend 

hyperlink colours, etc at a cost of £60. A complete redesign of the website to allow full mobile 

responsiveness - £400. 

  

Cllr Fairhurst suggested that, should a rebuild go ahead, councillors could put ideas forward as to what they 

feel they would like to see on the website, how it could be improved or reorganised. 

 

This will now be put forward for discussion at the January meeting. 

 

8. Planning & Housing            

 

19.175 To consider planning applications      

 

6/2019/0498 Land at Chalk Pit Close – demolish existing buildings and replace with stables & store. 

Construct a sand school.  

 

6/2019/0519 Woodlands, Bere Heath Road – demolish existing outbuilding and replace with larger 

ancillary accommodation (retrospective) 

 

Due to the time constraints for responses to the above applications, the PWP considered the above 

applications by email. No objections were raised, and this was submitted to PDC. 

 

19.176 To consider tree work applications  

 

TWA/2019/216 The Cedars, West Street – T1 Beam tree; re-pollard to previous pruning points 

 

Cllr Bates knew the site and recommended no objections. 

 

TWA/2019/230 62 Butt Lane – T1 Beech; fell to ground level 

 

Amy Yeats has looked at the site. She felt this was a nice example of a mature tree but nothing exceptional 

and not a veteran tree. The applicant has suggested planting a tree further down the garden to mitigate the 

loss of this one. Amy expressed concern that the garden is not large and to plant a similar tree would like to 

similar problems at a later date. She proposed that, should a new tree be planted, it should be a native 

species, such as a rowan which would not get so large and would provide berries for wildlife. 

 

Cllr Munnings seconded the proposal, and this was agreed unanimously. 

 

9. Parish Amenities & Rights of Way           

 

19.177 Parish Amenities 

 

Some comments have been received regarding the Lengthsman and what he does for the money he is paid. 

Cllr Pitcher reported that, over the last month, the Lengthsman has been busy clearing leaves and cutting 

up fallen trees. A tree surgeon was called out to remove a damaged tree by the Scout hut. The Lengthsman 

also spent some time cleaning the War Memorial. He was out very early on Sunday morning ensuring the 

pavements were clear for the Remembrance Sunday parade. This is on top of his usual work of maintaining 

the cemetery, clearing gutter, cutting verges and repairing play equipment and notice boards. Going 

forward, a regular article will be included in the parish magazine notes setting out what the Lengthsman 

has done over the last month as it is generally felt that residents are not fully aware of his work. The Clerk 

will liaise with Cllr Benjafield regarding the article.  

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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 The Remembrance Day Parade went very well and thanks are extended to the Scouts for their help in 

organising the event and to the Deputy LL Kate Adie for attending. A formal thank you will be sent to the 

DL’s Office. 

 

 Play Area - One quote has been received for the play area surface for £8k for the toddler area and £9k for 

the junior area. Cllr Pitcher will obtain a second quote and this will be brought back to the January 

meeting.  

 

 Rights of Way - Dark Lane – an application had been submitted but the new Council have asked for the 

forms to be redone as it was felt that our original forms were leading the witnesses. These have been issued 

to all those who completed the original forms.  As soon as they are returned, the Clerk will forward them to 

Dorset Council for processing.  

 

19.178 Defects  

 

 There were no defects reported. 

 

10. Wildlife and Conservation 

 

19.179 Lockyer land - It was noted that there are several trees leaning over the boardwalk alongside the river that 

are becoming a hazard to walkers. We have tried on many occasions to obtain the address of the owners of 

the Lockyer land without success. Cllr Munnings will, once again, speak to the land agent to ask him to 

pass on our request. In the meantime, Cllr Pitcher and the Lengthsman will have a look at the site.  

 

 

The open spaces group would like to purchase tools for use by volunteers when working on the nature 

reserve. A full risk assessment will be carried out to include all the tools likely to be used before any 

purchases are made.  

 

The Climate Emergency Advice session – Amy Yeats will be attending this on behalf of the Parish 

Council. Members were asked if there were any points they would like her to raise but no-one had any 

comments to make. Amy will report back to the January meeting. 

 

11. Police, Traffic and Roads 

 

19.180 To receive an update on the traffic surveys and confirm expenditure for a SID 

 

  A copy of the results of the recent traffic surveys had been issued to all members prior to the start of the 

meeting. The surveys showed that, of the three sites covered – Rye Hill, Southbrook and West Street – only 

Rye Hill and West Street meet the criteria for a SID. Should we wish to proceed, the next stage would be 

for Highways to provide a quote to install the posts and the SID can then be purchased from Morelock. It 

was noted that the flip-flop lights on Rye Hill seem to be working again. Before proceeding with the order, 

the Clerk will check to confirm that they are going to be removed as was previously understood.  

 

Cllr Benjafield proposed we proceed with the purchase of the SID at £2,495 plus VAT, with additional 

costs for the installation of the posts and the solar panels. This was seconded by Cllr Wharf and agreed 

unanimously. Cllr Wharf suggested that it might be hired out to other villages, but this is something that 

could be looked at later.   

 

 The Fire Brigade have submitted a complaint about the nature of the parking in Manor Farm Road and will 

be driving an appliance around the village during their training sessions. Vehicles parked badly will be 

leafleted.  

 

12. Community Liaison 

      

19.181 NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

Cllr House reported that there is still a desperate need for drivers. Despite a long list of volunteers and 

recent advertising, there are only 3 that actively respond.  

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER 
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13. Children & Youth 

 

19.182 Nothing to report.   

 

14. Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

19.183 Nothing to add.   

     

15. Public Relations  

 

19.184  - SID 

  - NeighbourCar needs more drivers 

  - Cllr Wharf will be happy to talk to community groups about the Dorset Plan 

  - Rowlands Wait 

  - Remembrance Sunday 

  - Why the lampposts poppies were where they were 

 

16. Items for the December meeting 

 

19.185  The Drax Hall will not be available for the December meeting as it is being used as a polling station. Cllr 

Fairhurst proposed we meet at the Sports Club, this was seconded by Cllr Pitcher. Cllr House proposed the 

December meeting is postponed until January, this was seconded by Cllr Wharf. All others abstained. The 

Chair held the casting vote and decided to postpone the meeting. 

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.4pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


