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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 

11TH NOVEMBER 2021 COMMENCING 7PM AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH 

STREET, BERE REGIS 
 

Present:  Cllrs L Fairhurst, R Pitcher, S Munnings, B House, I Ventham, P Wharf, B Benjafield, T Bates, 

 G Curtis 

 

Chair:   Cllr M Mathers 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:  5 members of the public, Dorset Councillor Laura Miller  

 

Public Participation 

 

21.153 Peter Fysh reported that, during recent months, he experienced run-off water coming through his house 

three times. Whilst this has happened in the past, it has never been in such a short space of time. He had 

attended the Village Meeting where the developer for the old school site had come up with various ways of 

dealing with ground water and water run-off. In the Neighbourhood Plan there is the prospect of 

developments throughout the village, amounting to 105 new dwellings. The developer for each site will 

produce a way of dealing with the various flooding issues for their site. However, all the sites are on 

elevated ground and his experience is that the water comes down from all the elevated sites to the centre of 

the village. If we are to have all this development, he asked to what extent will the combined effect be 

considered. He suggested that the flooding issues should be looked at overall, rather than a site-by-site 

basis. The Chair reported that the Parish Council is looking at a Neighbourhood Plan review. The number 

of houses has not changed but the Parish Council has flagged up that there is a potential problem relating to 

flooding resulting from ground water run-off and a meeting has been set up with Dorset Council to cover 

the overall effect of the developments. Cllr Wharf suggested that a comprehensive review is requested 

before a single building is built.  

 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

21.154 All members were present.  

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th October 2021 

 

21.155 A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

 Cllr Ventham proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was 

seconded by Cllr Bates and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of 

the meeting. 

 

3. Matters arising for report only  

 

21.156  Remembrance Sunday – all the arrangements are in place. The band will be positioned on the junction of 

Manor Farm Road and West Street. Sally Cadec the Deputy Lieutenant will be in attendance to lay the first 

wreath.  

 

 Shitterton gully – Highways have been informed and a response is awaited. This will be followed up by the 

Clerk. 

  

4. To receive declarations of interest and review any dispensations received  

 

21.157 Cllr Ventham declared an interest in the tree work application for the Old Mill. No other interests were 

declared and no requests for dispensations had been received.  

 

5. To consider the co-option of a new Councillor  

 

21.158 The candidates were welcomed to the meeting and invited to introduce themselves and say a few words.  
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 A vote was then taken, and Jon Park was invited to join the meeting. 

 

 Cllr Mathers also introduced Lana Lamina to the Parish Council. She has just taken on a governorship of 

the school and has offered to act as liaison between the Parish Council and the school. 

 

 It was noted that the Parish Council had submitted a request under the Community Governance Review for 

an additional two councillors. This is currently undergoing the consultation process and will take effect, if 

agreed, in May 2024. 

 

6, To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report  

 

21.159 Cllr Wharf continues to issue reports regularly as certain matters arise.  

 

 The calendars have been produced and are available from the shop.  

 

 He is currently supporting a complaint against Aster by a resident, and he is in direct contact with the 

director of Aster.  

 

 The Extreme E session finale will take place on the  weekend of the 18th and 19th December in Bovington – 

this is not open to the public but there may be some traffic disruption before and after the event as 

participants arrive and leave.  

 

 Following the change of responsibilities in Dorset Council, Cllr Wharf is now responsible for Social Care. 

 

 There was a meeting on the 14th October to review the effectiveness of the traffic management procedures 

which were used during busy periods during the summer, such as Bestival.  

 

 A Headteacher has now been appointed for Dorset Council’s new school in Shaftesbury for children with 

special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).   

 

 South Walks House, Dorchester is now empty, and the NHS are renting part of it. 

  

 Returning to in-person meetings – Dorset Council will be returning to these this year but not for full 

council as they do not have a large enough room to accommodate all members and enable social 

distancing.  

 

 Local Plan – the results of the consultation are expected in the next 2 or 3 weeks.  

 

 Cllr Laura Miller reported that her new role is Customer and Community Services, which includes 

libraries, waste services, museums, Town & Parish Councils, etc. They are trying to develop a Customer 

Service Policy whereby a person only needs to submit their details once, regardless of which department 

they need to speak to. It is expected that implementation of this will take about 2 years.  

 

 Libraries consultation – ‘#Let’s Talk Libraries’. This is looking to encourage a better take up of the use of 

libraries and is trying to target those people who do not use the library. This tends to be people between 13 

and 65 years of age. The consultation is predominantly on-line but paper copies are also available from 

libraries. The survey can also be undertaken over the telephone. It has been promoted via schools, local 

press, and posters. When there is a consultation on anything, paper copies tend to be put in the libraries.  

  

 Cllr Ventham raised the issue of the ignorance people have regarding the responsibilities of the various 

levels of government. Cllr Miller is meeting with the DAPTC and Town and Parish Councils regarding 

this, as well as the Dorset Council communications team.  

 

 Refuse collections – the Wareham depot has had its issues and the driver problem has made it worse. The 

main problem is recruitment. The salary has been increased and the Council is offering to help drivers 

through their HGV licence, and a better career path has been put in place. Morale is very low due to the 

amount of abuse they get from members of the public and people are encouraged to say something nice to 

their refuse collectors.  

 

20:03 Cllr Wharf left the meeting. 
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7. Key Topics  

 

21.160 Neighbourhood Plan implementation update  

 

 Nothing further to add at this stage.  

 

21.161 Neighbourhood Plan Review  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan Review Working Party, consisting of Cllrs Mathers, Ventham, Munnings, 

Fairhurst and Pitcher, met on the 10th November for the third time.  

 

Cllr Ventham reported the review is starting to come together. The first section on the reasons for the 

review has been drafted and a start has been made on amending the wording of some of the policies to 

make them clearer and bring in the national design guidelines. The review will strengthen the green issues, 

nitrogen mitigation and replace some policies that we were originally encouraged to remove.   

 

Each policy is being reviewed and the original policy, amended/new policy and reasons for any 

amendments or additions will be set out. A meeting has been arranged with Philip Reese, the Dorset 

Council Community Liaison for Neighbourhood Plans on the 23rd November to discuss the key issues and 

table the current draft of the revised Plan.  

 

The final version of the revised Plan will be put before the Dorset Council officers and, it is hoped, that this 

will be enough, but it may be necessary to undertake another referendum. 

 

A draft will be issued for members to comment on as soon as it is ready. 

 

21.162 To receive an update on Court Farm 

 

 Cllr Bates reported that the project will be called ‘Wild Woodbury’.  

 

 The new Community Ranger has been appointed and will be in touch with the Scouts and the school in due 

course. 

 

 An action plan is evolving and should be available in early Spring.  

 

21.163 To receive an update on the Community Hall 

 

Cllr Ventham reported that two meetings have been held. The group has gone back to the beginning and a 

consultation has gone out to the groups in the village. This has mostly confirmed the content of the 

previous plan. It has been clarified that the function of the Village Hall Group is to create a facility that will 

have as broad an appeal as possible, that anyone can use. It is not the function of the Group to find other 

groups to use it.  

 

Until the Common Land swap can be undertaken things cannot be taken any further. It was emphasised 

that, although the option to accommodate the new Village Hall on the land newly acquired by Dorset 

Wildlife Trust is looking less feasible, this option is still open for discussion.  

 

8. Finance                  

 

21.164 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested: 

 

Royal British Legion  Wreaths    BACS061    143.25 

Bere Regis Parish Magazine Speed Watch advert   BACS068      38.00 

Dorset Council Pension Fund November pension contributions BACS070    248.60 

A King    Lengthsman – October 2021  BACS071  2696.62 

A Crocker   November salary & expenses  BACS072    695.81 

Zoom    Video conferencing 3/11 to 2/12/21 BACS073      14.39 

HMRC    PAYE November 2021   BACS074    206.69 

McAfee   Annual virus protection   BACS075      89.99 
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123 Reg   Domain name renewal – 2 years  BACS077      28.78 

 

Glasdon   Phoenix bench    BACS078    578.84 

Bartletts   Cable ties for lamppost poppies  BACS079        5.30 

  

The total amount of expenditure requested from the precept for November is £4,746.27 

 

NeighbourCar expenditure  

 

Payments requested for this month: 

 

GT Furmenger   Communibus MOT & service  BACS069   522.55 

D Fairhurst   NeighbouCar August to October 2021 BACS076     89.10  

 

The total amount to be paid from funds held is £611.65. 

 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed 

unanimously.  

 

21.165 To confirm the reconciliation of accounts & position against budget 

 

A copy of the reports had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  Cllr Ventham 

proposed these are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 

 

21.166 To review and confirm the asset register  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Munnings 

proposed the asset register is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. 

 

21.167 To confirm the budget for 2022/23 

 

A copy of the draft budget had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

Cllrs Pitcher, Fairhurst and Park, together with the Clerk will review the Lengthsman’s contract in the New 

Year.  

 

The budget will be brought back to the December meeting once the Base Rate is known.  

 

21.168 To review the reserves held 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Various amendments 

were suggested. The report will be amended and brought back to the December meeting. 

 

 

9. Planning & Housing            

 

21.169 To consider planning applications      

 

 P/HOU/2021/03632 5 Boswells Close – erect rear single storey extension 

 

This planning application was submitted too late for consideration at the October meeting and was, 

therefore, reviewed by email discussion. The PWP recommended no objection.  

  

21.170 To consider tree work applications  

 

P/TRC/2021/03962 The Old Mill – various tree works. 

 

P/TRT/2021/04207 11 White Lovington – T1 Beech – Crown thin; T2 Oak – Crown reduce 

 

P/TRT/2021/04208 13 White Lovington – T1 Ash – reduce lower laterals, crown lift to 4-5 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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P/TRC/2021/03790 9 Shitterton – T1 Willow – repollard; T2 & T3 Holly – reduce; T4 Conifer – 

reduce 

 

P/TRT/2021/0470 1 White Lovington – T1 Sycamore – crown reduce; T2 Sycamore – crown reduce 

 

Cllr Bates had attended all the sites and felt all represented good tree management. He proposed no 

objection to any of them. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. 

 

 

10. Parish Facilities and Rights of Way 

          

21.171 To receive an update on the play park 

 

 The metal brackets have now all been replaced. Cllr Mathers, the Clerk and Lengthsman have met with the 

owners of the property bordering the play park to discuss the fence. This boundary is the responsibility of 

the Parish Council and the Lengthsman has quoted £2,743.00 for materials to replace the existing fence 

with a more solid fence. Discussion took place regarding whether the work is undertaken by the 

Lengthsman as part of his hours, or should it be done separately. The latter would involve additional costs 

regarding labour. For the former, the Parish Council would purchase the materials and the labour would be 

included as part of the Lengthsman’s monthly hours.  

 

 Cllr Ventham proposed the Lengthsman undertakes the work as part of his hours. Cllr Fairhurst seconded 

this.  

 

 Cllr Park raised the issue of the Lengthsman’s contract. It was noted that the contract is due for 

reconsideration in April 2022. As part of the Parish Council’s due diligence, the contract will be reviewed 

and put out to tender in the New Year.  

 

21.172 To receive an update on the Elder Road path upgrade 

 

  The work is moving along quickly. The additional section of path from Souls Bridge to the woodland by 

the Scout Hut was not in the original quote but the contractor has submitted a quote of £999.72 for the 

work. Cllr Pitcher proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Ventham and agreed unanimously. 

 

 It was confirmed that the footpath to Bitcham’s Mead is being upgraded as part of the work.  

 

21.173 To receive a general update on Parish Facilities  

 

  Cllr Pitcher has met with the Lengthsman and reviewed the work he is doing. It was agreed that the 

Lengthsman is doing a good job and is an asset to the village. It was suggested that a breakdown of his 

duties is put in the parish magazine at a later date as there is some confusion as to what he is responsible 

for doing.  

 

21.174 Rights of Way 

  

 Nothing to report.  

 

21.175 Defects  

 

 Nothing to report. 

  

11. Conservation and the Environment  

 

21.176 Cllr Bates reported that the work parties have started again and are making their way along the streamside 

walk. The ponies have now left and have done a good job.  

 

12. Police, traffic and Roads  

 

21.177  Mirror opposite Green Close – The request had been put to Highways and they have rejected it saying that 

they so not support the installation of mirrors on the public highway except in extreme circumstances. 

Mirrors can give distorted views of distance and speed, leading to a false sense of security. At difficult 

AGREED: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLRS PITCHER, PARK & FAIRHURST 
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junctions/access, they would advise the highway user to use caution, move out slowly into the carriageway 

to increase their visibility of the highway and the visibility of them to other users. 

 

 As Highways are opposed to the suggestion, this will not be pursued. 

  

21.144 To receive a report on fingerposts throughout the parish  

 

 Cllr Pitcher will undertake a full review of all the finger posts in the parish. In the meantime, the 

Lengthsman will be asked to finalise the repair of the two most significant fingerposts – Chamberlaynes 

and Chapel Cross – which he has started work on.  

 

13. Community Liaison  

 

21.145 To receive an update on the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee event 

 

Cllr Ventham will see if the Scouts or Sports Club would be willing to take on the organisation of the event 

and Cllr Benjafield will follow up the expression of interest in helping submitted by Judy Newton.  

 

Members felt that Saturday 4th June would be the most appropriate date for a road closure.  

 

21.146 To receive an update on Aster liaison 

 

Cllr Curtis reported that the bench in Elder Road is not in the ownership of Aster. The Lengthsman will be 

asked to remove it as it is now unsafe. The intention is to replace it when a suitable opportunity arises. We 

still await the Aster Tree Specialist to attend the site and check the trees that are causing problems.  

 

21.147 To receive an update on the progress of the CIC 

 

Cllr Curtis continues to investigate the way forward with the assistance of Cllr House. 

 

21.148 To receive a report from the Community Volunteer Co-Ordinator  

 

The Salt and Pepper Lunch Club held their first lunch in October and the first Communibus trip was taken 

on the 10th October. Both were very successful.  

 

The Christmas lunch club and presents will be paid for by the Parish Council. 

 

A forward menu for next year is in the process of being sorted out. 

 

14. Children & Youth  

 

21.149 Nothing to report.  

 

15.  Correspondence received since the agenda was set  

 

21.150  Nothing to report. 

 

16. Public Relations 

   

21.151 Items for the Parish Magazine report 

 

   - Communibus trips 

   - Lunch Club 

   -  New councillor 

   - Refuse collection 

   - Calendars 

   - Wild life group  

   - Elder Road Path 

   - Community Speed Watch  
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17. Items for the December meeting  

 

21.152 The next meeting will take place on Thursday 9th December 2021 and members are asked to submit any 

items they wish included on the agenda to the Clerk by the 30th November 2021.  

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.32pm. 


