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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 

10th OCTOBER 2019 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, 

COMMENCING 7PM 
 

Present:  Cllrs L Fairhurst, T Bates, M Mathers, B House, P Wharf, R Pitcher, P Morgan, C Packham & B 

Benjafield 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:  3 members of the public 

 

Public Participation 

 

19.136  Rye Hill telephone kiosk – is the Parish Council going to purchase it? If not, a resident of Green Close 

would like to purchase it. Cllr Pitcher reported that the kiosk may be listed, and it is wired into the 

electrical supply. More information will be sort with regard to the status of the kiosk. 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

19.137 Apologies had been received from Cllr Simon Munnings and Amy Yeats.  

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 12th September 2019  

 

19.138  A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Bates proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed 

unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.  

 

3. Matters arising form those minutes, not covered by this agenda  

 

19.139 Certificate of Lawfulness – a detailed response has been made by PDC to the complainant. The only thing 

that could have been done better but was not a requirement, was that there could have been better 

communication with neighbours, and this will be taken on board when future Certificates of Lawfulness are 

considered. 

 

 Townsend Roundabout – a response has been received from Highways England following our request for a 

an east-bound feeder lane. They have submitted a request for the funding of a study of congestion issues at 

the A35 to be included in the draft programme of improvements. The final improvement programme for 

the South West will be finalised in about February 2020. The Parish Council has been invited to contact 

Highways England again in March 2020 at which time we will know if the bid for a study at Bere Regis 

has been successful and, if so, when it is programmed to start. 

 

 Allotments – our offer has been rejected as the Estate is not being sold as individual lots.  

 

 Cricket outfield – the Sports Club’s offer was accepted in principle, but other points have since arisen, such 

as VAT and rights of access, which are holding up the process. 

 

 Townsend Business Park – Cllr Wharf met with Ian Styring from Dorset Highways who was adamant that 

they would not support the moving of the gate. Another meeting will be arranged in order to determine 

what other options may be open to the Parish Council.  

 

 The Tulip Tree at Snow Hill has been issued with a TPO. Cllr Wharf reported that the Tree Officer will be 

reviewing the decision over the next 6 months. The Parish Council did not object to the tree being felled 

but, if they wished to submit any further comments they can do so. This will be discussed at a future 

meeting.  

 

 Nomination of Community Assets – the Clerk has started the process. 
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 Remembrance Day – Cllr Ventham reported that Sarah Welton is trying to get a meeting fixed with the 

new vicar but all is going smoothly and some additional service sheets have been purchased. The Lamppost 

poppies have been ordered and will be picked up in the near future. 

 

 Traffic surveys – the surveys are now in place.  

 

4. To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received  

 

19.140 Cllr Ventham declared an interest in the planning application in respect of the Old Mill, West Street and 

the felling of a tree at 5a Shitterton. No other interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had 

been received.  

 

19.23 Rachel Brown, Head Teacher of Bere Regis School, arrived and was invited to address the meeting. She felt 

that the school formed a key part of the village and she would like it to be more involved with the Parish 

Council and its work. Perhaps there are projects that could be undertaken together. The school runs 

apprentice afternoons to give children an opportunity to learn new skills and if anyone would like to attend 

and run a session with the children, they would be very welcome. The school would also like to undertake 

some assemblies that cover different jobs and invite people in to talk about their work. Cllr Wharf reported 

that we did use to hold meetings with the school and the vicar, but they fell into disuse. Perhaps this is 

something that could be resurrected. Rachel was asked to fix a date and we would work around this – once 

a term would be useful. The school is registered to use the minibus and those who want to drive the 

minibus will be required to undertake a short test. Twinning – Cllr Wharf reported that there has been a 

presumption against giving children the time off to attend the twinning visits. There are also grants 

available from the Dorset Twinning Association for children who want to go abroad. Cllr Ventham 

suggested that some children might like to attend and help at the Salt & Pepper Christmas Lunch. There is 

also some money available, up to £500, from the Parish Council for grants for small projects. The Clerk 

will forward a copy of the Grants Application form. 

 

5. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s reports  

 

19.141  Cllr Wharf reported that the Dorset Council Plan has been produced. They are now trying to get all the 

councillors to talk about the Plan to all their parish councillors. He would like to do a presentation to the 

Parish Council, perhaps in November. He and Cllr Laura Miller will be holding a meeting for councillors 

in Briantspuddle Village Hall towards the end of November.  

 

 Purbeck Local Plan – the number of houses required by the Inspector is now much clearer and it looks like 

there will be a net increase of 160 over the life of the plan. There is enough flexibility built into the plan to 

allow it not to be changed.  

 

 DWP – problem with the recruitment of drivers.  

 

 Tower Hill application – this has now just come through and the new Head of Planning has issued a form 

which must be completed if we wish the application to be referred to the Planning Committee. An 

Environmental Survey has been undertaken on the site and no problems have been found. Should we wish 

the application to be referred to the Planning Committee, we need to raise reasonable planning conditions 

to oppose the application. A meeting will be convened between Cllrs Fairhurst and Munnings to work out a 

response to formally ask Cllr Wharf to refer the application. It is the Planning Committee Chair who makes 

the decision as to whether or not an application can be referred to committee. Cllr Wharf also suggested 

that a Parish Councillor should attend the Planning Committee Meeting.  

 

 Community Governance Review – this cannot be submitted until 2024 under the current legislation. The 

Clerk will draft something to Michael Tomlinson MP to see if the law can be amended. In the meantime, a 

letter will be submitted withdrawing our request for the review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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6. Key Topics 

 

19.142 Neighbourhood Plan – implementation update  

 

The Clerk has spoken to Chris Jowett of Savills and a meeting is being arranged for Wednesday 16th 

October at 3.30pm 

 

19.143 To receive an update on the Remembrance Sunday preparations 

 

It appears that the road is shown as being closed twice in the current year and so needs to be confirmed by 

the Secretary of State. Cllr Pitcher will pick up on running the event and the rolling roadblock.  

 

19.144 Village Tidy update  

 

The banners are up and the posters have been put around the village. Black sacks, litter pickers and high 

viz jackets have been passed to Cllr Packham. Cllr Packham reported that a notice has also gone to the 

school. To date no emails have been received for offers of help. The forecast is not particularly good for 

the weekend. The Scouts will be turning out and clearing the stream as normal. If the weather is really bad, 

the event can be cancelled on the day or foreshortened. Everyone is asked to meet at 10am at the central 

carpark. 

 

19.145 To approve the updated Councillors’ Responsibilities Paper  

 

A copy of the amended paper had been passed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No errors or 

omissions were noted and the revised paper was accepted.  

 

7. Finance                  

 

19.146 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested:  

 

 Informatio Commissioner Annual Data Protection fee   1913      40.00 

 Stour Valley Band  Remembrance Day service   1914    120.00 

 Cheap Printing   Brass plaque for Elder Road bench  BACS044     24.00 

 Cheap Printing   Village tidy banners & posters   BACS044   141.00 

 N Fairhurst   Annual maintenance/traffic surveys  BACS045   125.00 

 A Crocker   Litter pickers, bags for village tidy  BACS046     28.79 

 A Yeats    Wood Scout activity in wildlife area  BACS047     71.40 

 DC Pension Fund  October pension contribution   BACS048   242.00 

 A Crocker   October wages + expenses   BACS049   843.81 

 HMRC    October PAYE & NIC    BACS050     82.14 

 Wessex Water   Cemetery standpipe    BACS051     88.50 

 A King    Lengthsman – September   BACS052 2589.97 

 

Total to be paid from the Precept is                  £4,396.61 

 

Lunch Club & NeighbourCar (Both these schemes are self-funding with no costs coming from the Precept) 

 

Total to be paid from the schemes’ funds                 £  

 

S Percival   September lunch club    SPLC012 280.00 

Dorset Council   Minibus service & MOT   MB006  479.42 

I Ventham   September lunch club    SPLC013 106.60 

 

Total to be paid from schemes’ balances                 £865.42 

 

Cllr Wharf proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Mathers and agreed unanimously. 

 

 
ACTION: CLERK 
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19.147 To confirm the Register of Assets 

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the evening. It was noted that the minibus needs 

to be added. The play park equipment will be reviewed by Cllr Pitcher and the Clerk. The Register will be 

brought back to Council in November.  

 

19.148 To confirm reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

 

A copy of the reports had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made, or queries raised.  

 

19.149 To confirm a date for the Finance Group to meet to draft the budget for 2020/21 

 

The group consists of Cllrs Ventham, Benjafield, Mathers and Wharf, together with the Clerk. Wednesday 

16th October 9.15am at Rye Hill. Any expenditure requests need to be with the Clerk before this meeting.  

 

8. Planning & Housing            

 

 Cllr Ventham withdrew from the meeting.  

 

19.150 To consider planning applications      

 

 6/2019/0486 The Old Mill, West Street - erect single storey extension 

  

Cllr Fairhurst reported that the Planning Working Party had not discussed this application, but members 

had been asked to review the documentation before the meeting. Cllr Pitcher proposed that the application 

is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Bates and agreed unanimously. 

 

19.151 To consider tree work applications  

 

TWA/2019/193 5a Shitterton  - T1 Willow; fell 

 

Cllr Bates had attended the site and proposed no objection.  

 

TWA/2019/185 8 White Lovington - Various trees crown reduce; T6Conifer – fell  

 

Cllr Bates reported that the work was necessary to maintain the trees and recommended no objection. 

 

TWA/2019/198  Woodbury Court - T1 Bay; fell 

 

Cllr Bates had visited the site and recommended no objection. 

 

Cllr Packham seconded the proposal, and this was agreed unanimously. 

 

9. Parish Amenities & Rights of Way           

 

19.152 To consider the purchase of the Rye Hill telephone kiosk for £1 and to decide its use 

 

A suggestion has been put forward that it could house a defibrillator. There are grants available for the 

purchase of a defibrillator and this could be looked into. In the meantime, the Clerk will contact BT and 

confirm that we would like to buy it.  

 

The kiosk in West Street is looking very untidy and the Clerk will contact BT and ask them to paint it. 

 

19.153 Play park update on working party held on 22nd September  

 

Only one volunteer turned up, but he was very happy to help out. He is going to liaise with the Lengthsman 

to undertake some work and they are also looking at rebuilding some of the toddler equipment. Some 

costings are going to be explored for the additional work.  

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Amy Yeats had reported that she had to leave the play park due to cats’ mess making the area unusable. An 

option is to look at resurfacing the play park with a rubber surfacing. Recycled tyres may be an option as 

this would enable additional equipment to be installed without having to remove and replace the surfacing. 

The Clerk will attempt to obtain a ballpark quote for the work before the budget meeting. Post meeting 

note: In the interim, a poo bag dispenser will be provided in the play park area. 

 

19.154 Defects  

 

- the boardwalk on Souls Moor – in between the grips, the surface is very slippery. It may be that 

the planks need to be cleaned.  

- the stinging nettles need cutting back on either side of the Souls Moor boardwalk 

 

10. Wildlife and Conservation 

 

19.155 To receive an update regarding the Climate Change meeting held on the 4th October  

 

Amy Yeats was unable to attend the Parish Council meeting, but the minutes of the Climate Change 

meeting had been distributed to all members. The Clerk reported that there are work groups being held at 

the end of October and a training session on the 19th November to explain what Town and Parish Councils 

may be able to do with regard to Climate Change. This item will be picked up again after the training 

sessions have been held.  

 

19.156 Cllr Bates reported that the Management Plan for the nature reserve is going to be updated. The wildlife 

group have walked around the site and listed the trees that need attention.  

 

 It was noted that the horses will need to be removed by the 5th November. 

 

11. Police, Traffic and Roads 

 

19.157 Winter Road preparations  

 

 All the grit bins have been filled.  

 

 Parking on pavements – It was noted that, where the pavements are wide enough, several cars park sensibly 

on them allowing room for pushchairs, mobility scooters, etc. to pass. Cllr Ventham suggested we take 

advise as to whether or not we should mark the pavements where residents are permitted to park. The Clerk 

will check with Highways and find out the legal position regarding this.  

 

12. Community Liaison 

      

19.158 NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

Cllr House reported that there is still a desperate need for drivers. Cllrs House and Ventham will liaise as to 

how this can be taken forward. Despite a long list of volunteers, there are only 3 that actively respond.  

 

13. Children & Youth 

 

19.159 Nothing to report.   

 

14. Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

19.160 Cllr Fairhurst reported that he had attended the councillor seminar earlier in the day.  He said he found the 

meeting of interest and several useful points were raised. There was a lot of discussion regarding who has 

the last word on taking disputed plans to the Planning Committee. Most delegates believed the officials had 

the last word and could override the elected Head of Planning. Considerable unhappiness was expressed 

over the 21 days to respond to planning applications rule.  

     

15. Public Relations  

 

19.161  - Remembrance Sunday 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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  - Village Tidy 

  - Telephone kiosk – what would residents like to see it used for 

  - Discussion with Head Teacher 

  - Grit bins 

  - Report from Wildlife Group 

  - NeighbourCar needs more drivers 

  - Councillor responsibilities 

 

16. Items for the November meeting 

 

19.162  First draft of the budget. 

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.46pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


