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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL AGM HELD ON 

THURSDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2019 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, 

BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 
 

Present:  Cllrs S Munnings, L Fairhurst, T Bates, P Wharf, R Pitcher, P Morgan, C Packham & B Benjafield 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present: 7 members of the public, Amy Yeats 

 

Public Participation 

 

19.105  Andy Kent brought members up to date with regard to the proposed Drax sale of the sports field. The 

Trustees of the Sports Club are in an advanced stage of negotiations with the Drax Estate and are hopeful 

that they will be able to continue the use of the site as a recreation ground.  

 

 David Grey informed members that he was present to support another resident who had become a victim of 

anti-social behaviour in the village. The Police have become involved. The Chairman reported that it had 

been hoped the Dorset Council Anti-Social Behaviour Officer would be able to attend the meeting, but he 

was unable to do so. The Parish Council is arranging a meeting with him to try and get some guidelines, 

but it has no powers other than to speak to the Dorset Council Officer and raise residents’ concerns 

regarding any incidents of such behaviour. Cllr Wharf reported that he has spoken to the ASB Officer who 

is going to produce a document giving Parish Councils guidelines and contact telephone numbers.  

 

 Mike Wootten spoke in favour of the proposal to relocate the North Street gate due to the constant damage 

being caused to his boundary fence by lorries.   

 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 

19.106 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Brenda House and Moira Mathers. 

 

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 8th August 2019  

 

19.107  A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Bates proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed 

unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.  

 

3. Matters arising form those minutes, not covered by this agenda  

 

19.108 Drax Arms planning application has been turned down. 

 

 Certificate of Lawfulness – an objection has been lodged with regard to the process. The Clerk will be 

producing a note of the Parish Council’s deliberations regarding the application.  

 

 War memorial to be cleaned before Remembrance Day. 

 

 Gutter cleaning machine – on-going. 

 

 Elder Road white lines – no further action is planned.  

 

 Rye Hill right of way – ongoing. 

 

 Black Hill damage – The Clerk responded to Dorset Council and Natural England asking them to organise 

a date, but nothing has been forthcoming.  

  

 Townsend Roundabout approach – A letter has been sent to Highways England and we await a response. 



  

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 2018/19 2 

Signed: …………………………………………… 

4. To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received  

 

19.109  No interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had been received.  

 

5. To receive the Dorset Councillor’s reports  

 

19.110 Cllr Wharf reported that the Leader of Council, Cllr Spencer Flower, wrote to the Secretary of State 

regarding funding and a response was received saying an additional £10million will be set aside for Dorset 

Council to help cover the cost of adult social care and children’s services.  

 

 A letter had been received regarding refuse collections in which DWP explained why there has been a 

significant drop off in service relating to refuse and recycling collection. Cllr Wharf will include this in his 

report.  

 

 Climate change – second meeting will be held on the 13th September. A number of parishes have declared 

their support for the Climate Change initiative. The Chairman of the Climate Change committee, Ray 

Brian, has offered to address parish councils and explain what can be done. Two meetings could be held – 

one in Bere Regis, one in Wool.  

 

 Dorset Council promised to send a list of contacts across the county. This has now been issued to all Parish 

and Town Clerks and is available to councillors. The Clerk will pass the list to all councillors and they are 

asked not to abuse the information available. 

 

 The Cabinet Member for Town and Parish Councils is about to start arranging meetings to discuss a way 

forward and how County can work with Town and Parish Councils. 

 

 Cllr Wharf is responsible for preparing the Corporate Plan and areas that County are going to concentrate 

on. This will shape the organisation and how it will act over the next 5 years. An update will be available 

next month.  

 

6. Key Topics 

 

19.111 Neighbourhood Plan – implementation update  

 

The Clerk has spoken to Chris Jowett of Savills and has suggested a meeting to see if we can move things 

forward. A response is awaited.  

 

19.112 To receive an update on the allotments  

 

Cllr Munnings reported that a formal offer has been submitted to Savills and has been acknowledged.  

 

Cllr Ventham proposed, retrospectively, that the Parish Council makes an offer to the Drax Estate of 

£15,000 for the purchase of the allotments site. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed 

unanimously. 

 

19.113 Community Hall update  

 

 Nothing to report. 

 

19.114 To receive an update on the sale of the cricket outfield  

 

The Sports Club’s formal offer has been accepted in principle. Peter Dove, one of the Trustees, will go 

back to Estate to get this confirmed but it looks to be very positive. 

 

19.115 To consider the results of the North Street gate consultation  

 

Following a request from the residents living alongside the Townsend Business Park, consultation letters 

had been delivered to every household and business in North Street, Griffins Garden and Townsend 

Business Park.  This amounted to 45 letters in all and 23 responses were received. The Clerk informed 
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members that, of the 23 responses, 12 opposed the suggestion. 10 felt this would lead to too much traffic 

using North Street.  

 

Cllr Benjafield felt that some of the responses could be based on incorrect information and the Parish 

Council should go back to the respondents with the correct information. Some of the damage to the fence 

of Number 1 is being caused by lorries using the junction to reverse around. If there are children in a 

garden and there are lorries hitting a fence, then the gates could prevent the vehicles making such 

manoeuvres. 

 

Cllr Munnings felt the results of the consultation was not decisive as the majority of the responses came 

from residents living towards the northern end of North Street. Those to the southern end who would not be 

affected, had not responded. 

 

Cllr Benjafield felt the comments from those living in the area must carry more weight. 

 

Cllr Morgan felt that the Shell Garage is more like a café and there are many vehicles with people sitting in 

their cars eating food. If the gates where there, visitors to the garage may not stop as they do at the 

moment. 

 

Cllr Ventham suggested that responses should be sent with the information we have and correcting some of 

the errors of fact. He would like to see if a traffic engineer from County could attend the site and meet with 

representatives from the Parish Council and residents. The Clerk will draft a letter summarising what we 

have learnt and saying we will take advice from a Dorset Highways Officer. A request will also be 

submitted to Dorset Highways requesting a meeting. 

 

Cllr Pitcher said that retractable bollards may be a more beneficial and less unsightly. 

 

Cllr Munnings requested that pressure is continued to be placed on the Estate with regard to the 

employment site. 

 

19.116 Village Tidy update  

  

This will be held on the 12th October and banners and posters will be produced. The Clerk will look at 

purchasing pickers and gloves. A road sweeper could be hired for the day. The Clerk will contact Peter 

Andrews and see how much it will cost. Cllr Packham will arrange with the Drax Inn regarding soup and a 

roll for all volunteers. Full details will be emailed to all members.  

 

7. Finance                  

 

19.117 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested:  

 

 Poppy Appeal  35 lamp post poppies     1912    105.00 

 Cheap Printing  Balance of invoice re calendars    BACS027     80.00 

 BR PCC  Midsummer Bere Fest spread    BACS033     44.00 

 Humphries Kirk  Deposit re land transfers     BACS035 1000.00 

 A King   Lengthsman – July     BACS037 2922.28 

 Cheap Printing  30mph roundels      BACS036   288.00 

 Humphries Kirk  Balance of disbursements re land transfers  BACS038   243.96 

 PKF Littlejohn  External auditors report Ye 31.03.19   BACS039   360.00 

 DC Pension  September contribution     BACS040   242.00 

 A Crocker  September wages + expenses    BACS041   845.14 

 HMRC   PAYE/NIC      BACS042     82.34 

 A King   Lengthsman – August     BACS043 2369.03 

  

Total to be paid from the Precept is                  £8,582.35 

 

 

  

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PACKHAM 
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Lunch Club & NeighbourCar (Both these schemes are self-funding with no costs coming from the Precept) 

 

Total to be paid from the schemes’ funds                 £  

 

D Fairhurst  NeighbourCar July-August’19        24.75 

BRPCC   Communibus advert         19.00 

I Ventham   July lunch club        102.22 

507.A Pitman  Cake baking equipment         93.99 

Cheap Printing  200 x A5 fliers          15.00 

B House  Front passenger seat for mini bus + seatbelt    168.99 

B Duke   NeighbourCar July-August’19        83.50 

 

Total to be paid from schemes’ balances                 £507.45 

 

Cllr Bates proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. 

 

19.118 To confirm reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

 

A copy of the reports had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made or queries raised.  

 

19.119 To receive a donation from the Mid-Summer Bere Fest and determine the recipient of that donation  

 

Ms Rose Butterfield had very kindly given a donation of £50. The Clerk suggested this be given to the 

Carers Group. This was seconded by Cllr Benjafield and agreed unanimously. 

 

19.120 To receive the External Auditor’s report for the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2019  

 

The Clerk reported that the audit has now been finalised and the report received. There were no matters 

raised by PKF.  Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the comments of the external auditors are accepted. This was 

seconded by Cllr Wharf and agreed unanimously. A copy of the auditor’s report will be available on the 

Parish Council web site.  

 

19.121 To consider the adoption of the new model Financial Regulations 2019  

 

 A copy of the new Regulations had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

Cllr Munnings proposed that the Financial Regulations 2019 are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr 

Packham and agreed unanimously. 

 

8. Planning & Housing            

 

19.122 To consider planning applications      

 

 There were no planning applications to discuss. 

 

19.123 To consider tree work applications  

 

TWA/2019/165 13 North Street T1 Ash; re-pollard to previous points at 5-6m 

 

Cllr Bates had attended the site and recommended no objection. 

 

TWA/2019/169 Fircroft, Snow Hill; T1 Tulip tree - fell 

 

Cllr Bates attended the site and reported that is a very fine tree, but it is double trunked with the beginnings 

of a break between the two trunks. This could cause the tree to fall in the not too distant future. It is a 

typical case of a tree overgrown within the garden and the neighbour’s garden and pollarding would not 

solve the problem. He recommended no objection to the proposal to fell the tree.  

 

Cllr Munnings seconded the proposal, and this was agreed unanimously. 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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9. Village Amenities & Rights of Way           

 

19.124 To consider the Nomination of Village Assets of Community Value  

 

A paper setting out the guidelines for the nomination of assets had been issued to all members prior to the 

start of the meeting.  

 

Cllr Munnings reminded members that there is a planning control that states commercial premises should 

not be lost without sufficient marketing.  

 

Cllr Ventham suggested registering the two pubs.  

 

Cllr Yeats suggested the shop should also be registered.  

 

Cllr Munnings suggested also including the hairdressers. 

 

Cllr Pitcher suggested including the doctors’ surgery. 

 

As asset should be something that serves the residents on a day by day basis.  

 

The Clerk will commence the registration process for the pubs, shop and hairdressers, together with the 

doctors’ surgery.  

 

9. Parish Amenities and Rights of Way  

 

19.125 The original Parish Environment and Facilities Group has now been split into two separate groups: 

 

- Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

- Wildlife Conservation  

 

There may be elements of each that will overlap, and it is proposed that the two groups meet at least twice 

a year to cover any such topics.  

 

Road signs and cleaning – this cannot be carried out by volunteers and will be undertaken by Cllr Pitcher 

and the Lengthsman.  

 

There will be a play park working party on the Sunday 22nd September. Some of the work will consist of 

repairing some of the posts in the toddler area. It is also hoped that some of the toddler equipment can be 

remodelled and replaced. It is thought that this will involve some repair and replacement work but a three-

year rolling programme of replacement is to be drawn up.  

 

The 30mph repeater signs have now been installed – two on the C6 by April Cottage; three at the western 

end of the village. The resident of April Cottage extended his thanks to the Parish Council for taking his 

comments on board.  

 

Cllr Morgan reported that the zip wire seems to go down quite close to the ground. Cllr Pitcher explained 

that this has been done in order to slow the speed down.  

 

20.30 Cllr Packham left the meeting. 

 

 The Clerk reported that the Concealed Entrance signs are also now in place at the top of Rye Hill.  

 

10. Wildlife Conservation 

 

19.125 There will be a meeting on the 23rd September for the Conservation Group. Mike Gee has asked if the 

Parish Council would fund the cost of some bug huts for installation along the river walk. This was 

unanimously agreed, and Amy Yeats was tasked with organising the purchase of the materials.  

 

Cllr Bates expressed his thanks to the Scouts for their assistance with the nature reserve. 

ACTION: CLERK 
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19.126 Defects  

- Nothing to report 

 

11. Police, Traffic and Roads 

 

19.127 Road closure for Remembrance Day Parade  

 

 The Clerk will send the link to Cllr Morgan.  

 

 Cllr Ventham will be meeting with the Rev Carol Langford and Philip Ventham regarding the organisation 

of Remembrance Sunday. He will be away on the day and Cllr Pitcher will escort the Deputy Lieutenant.  

 

19.128 To consider the installation of 3 traffic surveys at a cost of £600  

 

 The surveys are a necessary part of the background information required to determine the location of the 

SIDs. The proposed locations are: at the 30mph sign on Rye Hill, Southbrook before the school turning and 

the western end of West Street. The surveys cost £250 for the first one and then £175 for each of the others 

and can be carried out as soon as the Parish Councils confirms they are happy.  

 

 Cllr Benjafield proposed the surveys are carried out. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed 

unanimously. The Clerk will instruct Highways accordingly.  

 

19.129 To consider the purchase of a SID at a cost of £4,500 

 

Once the traffic surveys are carried out, Highways will undertake an assessment of the results to determine 

if the locations meet the necessary criteria warranting a SID. If they do, the SID will cost £2,495 plus VAT, 

together with the installation of the posts at a cost of £300 - £500 each and the solar panels at £175 per 

post. The SID will need to be deployed between the sites for 4-6 weeks per site. It is anticipated that the 

Lengthsman will have the responsibility of moving the SID but the Clerk will co-ordinate the moves to 

ensure it is undertaken regularly and each site is covered as appropriate. The SID can only be deployed in 

accordance with Dorset Council operational guidance and the Parish Council will need to provide the 

Public Liability Insurance cover. A record of the deployment locations, time deployed and dates has to be 

kept and Dorset Council informed regularly.  

 

Cllr Ventham proposed that we await the results of the traffic surveys before any further action is taken. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

 

12. Community Liaison 

      

19.130 Cllr Ventham reported that he met a very grateful customer of the Communibus who had not been out of 

the village for many years until they took the minibus to Salisbury. It is understood that the school are also 

keen to use the minibus and it was suggested that Rachel Brown, the new Head Teacher, and Lucy 

Lawrence, Head of Governors, is invited to the Parish Council for an informal discussion before the start of 

the next meeting.    

 

19.131 To consider the arrangements for the Remembrance Day Parade  

 

Councillors are invited to meet between 10am and 10.30am at the Scout Hut, from where the parade will 

lead off to the Church. There will be light refreshments in the Scout Hut after the service.  

 

13. Children & Youth 

 

19.132 Nothing to report.   

 

14. Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

19.133 Nothing to add. 

     

 

ACTION: CLERK/CLLR MORGAN 

ACTION: CLERK 



  

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 2018/19 7 

Signed: …………………………………………… 

15. Public Relations  

 

19.133  - updates on allotments 

  - support of the Sports Club in its attempt to purchase the field 

  - community assets register 

  - reorganisation of the Environment Group 

 

16. Items for the October meeting 

 

19.134 Climate Change – Amy Yeats will attend the meeting at Corfe on the 4th October in the first instance and 

come back with a report on how we could take this forward. The Clerk will check the availability of School 

Hall on the 28th November for the joint meeting as set out in Cllr Wharf’s report.  

 

19.135 Members are reminded to pass any items to the Clerk for inclusion in the October agenda by the 30th 

September.  

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.02pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


