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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM


Present: 	Cllrs L Fairhurst, S Walker, J Hawkins, G Curtis, J Percy, S Bardwell

Chair: 		Cllr Jon Park

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:	1 member of the public and Dorset Cllr Laura Beddow 


1.	Period for public participation 

25.187	A resident asked if there had been any further update after Vikki Slade MP raised the issue of bus services through the village at the last meeting and if it would be possible to have a regular service to Wool, Wareham and, possibly, Poole. Mrs Slade MP had raised the possibility of operating a service under S22 of the Transport Act 1985. This would allow for a planned, timetabled service to be provided by a community operator. Such services are typically commissioned by Town or Parish Council or Bus User Groups and run by Dorset Community Transport (DCT). The S22 licence allow an operator to charge a fare and pay a driver with the required insurances and other regulations. This is something that can be looked into. Cllr Beddow suggested speaking to Wool Parish Council who are looking at setting up a trial bus service using some of the Community Infrastructure Levy monies gained from recent development. The Clerk will contact Wool accordingly. It was noted that DCT already run a weekly service to Poole; the details of which are available on the Parish Council website and on the notice board by the shop.ACTION: CLERK


2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.188	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Kevin Hazell and Dorset Cllr Mike Baker. 

3.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2025 

25.189	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the meeting. Cllr Curtis proposed them to a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

4.	Matters arising from those minutes for report only 

25.190	All matters are covered on the agenda.

5.	To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 

25.191	Cllrs Percy and Curtis declared an interest in Item 10(c). No other interests were declared. 

[bookmark: _Hlk484269956]6.	To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 

25.192	A copy of the report had been issued to all members with the agenda. Cllr Percy raised the issue of making people aware of pension credits. The website, ‘Turn2Us’ provides information regarding this and many other issues regarding grants, allowances and other useful information. Cllr Walker asked if Dorset Council had an interest in the Dorset Innovation Park. Yes – part of it is an asset of the Council. Cllr Beddow reported that she has spoken to Highways regarding blocked gullies. It was noted that these could also be reported on the Dorset Council website. 



7.	Key Topics 

25.193	To receive a review of Remembrance Sunday 

	The event was very well attended. A concern was raised regarding a vehicle that tried coming down Manor Farm Road whilst the parade was on. It was thought that the vehicle came from one of the side roads which did not have marshals. This will be passed on to the Scouts who had organised the marshals. It was suggested that an alternative band is found for next year – one that can march with the parade. Cllr Beddow suggested approaching C Company in Dorchester. Cllr Bardwell will follow this up. ACTION: CLLR BARDWELL


25.194	To consider adopting the Grant Awarding Policy and Procedure 

A draft proposal was issued with the agenda. Several alterations were proposed and, once made, Cllr Fairhurst proposed the Policy is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Hawkins and agreed unanimously.

8.	Finance 

25.195	To approve monthly expenditure 

	The following payments were requested:

	GZR			Reversing camera for Communibus		BACS391		   446.00
	Baillie Cross Garage	Communibus MOT				BACS392		     50.00
	St John’s Ambulance	Wildlife Group first aid kit			D/card			     34.14
	I Ventham		October lunch club food				BACS393		   121.79
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.08.25 to 09.09.25					       5.00
	ICO			Data protection fee 2025/26						     47.00
	SALC			Allotment management training			BACS394		     40.00
	Spitfire Forge		Repairs to Drax Hall fire escape			BACS395		   450.00
	Hardy Signs		Car park sign supply and fit			BACS396		   572.16
	A Lynam		October lunch club food				BACS397		     21.95
	J Kurzejewska		NeighbourCar trip – September 2025		BACS398		     10.80
	Andrea Pellegram	Dorset Local Plan response			BACS399		1,080.00
	Andrea Pellegram	Preparation of SEA				BACS400		3,467.70
	Cloudy IT		November 2025 email, storage, support		BACS401		   104.28
	J Kurzejewska		NeighbourCar trip – October 2025		BACS402		     10.80
	D Fairhurst		NeighbourCar trips – April to September 2025	BACS403		     59.40
	Bartletts		Cable ties for poppies				BACS404		     13.58
	A King			Lengthsman – October 2025			BACS405		1,955.63
	DC Pension Fund	November 2025 pension contributions		BACS406		   331.32
	A Crocker		November 2025 salary + expenses		BACS407		1,006.32
	Pear Technology	Cemetery map support to 31.10.26		BACS408		   114.00
	123 Reg		Domain renewal – bereregiscouncil.uk		D/card			     31.18
	R Morrall		NeighbourCar trips September & October 2025	BACS409		     27.00
	HMRC			November 2025 PAYE				BACS410		   358.51
	A Heydon		NeighbourCar trips September 2025		BACS411		     28.80

	The total amount requested from the Precept is £10,387.36.

	Cllr Park proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. 

25.196	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

	A copy of both reports had been issued with the agenda and were duly noted. 

25.197	To consider and agree the budget for 2026/27 

A draft budget had been issued with the agenda. Some discussion took place, including the possible increase in the amount set aside for postage – especially if a quarterly newsletter is being considered. 

The draft budget will be brought back to the December meeting, once Dorset Council has issued the Tax Base at the beginning of the month. 

25.198	To review the Reserves held 

A copy of the current Reserves position was issued with the agenda. The General Reserve currently stands at slightly over 50% of the precept so is within the suggested parameters. However, Cllr Park felt this should be increased. The current position will be maintained and reviewed again at the year end.

9.	Planning 

25.199	To consider planning applications 

P/VOC/2025/0615	Buddens Farm, Hyde – Variation on planning permission P/FUL/2021/08282; amendments seek to vary the consented layout and introduce improvements without changing the overall nature of the approval. The change being the design of the high ropes course. The location of the course remains the same. 

The PWP recommended no objections. 

P/HOU/2025/06465	37 West Street – Proposed garage conversion to accommodate accessible bedroom. Raising roof of garage to accommodate insulation.

The proposal cannot be seen from the road. The PWP recommended no objection.

25.200	To consider tree work applications

P/TRT/2025/06357	1 White Lovington – T1 & T2 Sycamores; crown reduction by 2 metres keeping form and shape. T3 Holm Oak; crown reduction by trimming all over by 50cm-100cm keeping shape and form. T4 Birch and T5 Cherry; crown reduction by 2 metres keeping form and shape. T6 False Acacia; prune to give a 1-2metre clearance from property. Deadwood removal.

The work represents good management. The PWP recommended no objection.

Cllr Park proposed the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.

10.	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

25.201	To receive an update on the allotments and consider the draft Allotment Agreement

A copy of the draft agreement had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Some discussion took place and several amendments were suggested.  Cllr Park proposed that, once the amendments are made, the draft agreement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst. The Clerk will make the amendments and pass the Agreement back to Cllrs Walker and Hawkins for a final proof. ACTION: CLERK


25.202	To consider the allocation of the Lengthsman’s time for the Churchyard maintenance

The Church is currently working with Community Pay Back to clear some of the more overgrown areas of the churchyard. Once this is done, the areas will need to be kept short and tidy, like the rest of the site. After some discussion, Cllr Park proposed that the cost of work undertaken should be capped at £1,000 for the first year. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The work will begin on 1st April 2026. The Clerk will inform the Church Warden accordingly. ACTION: CLERK


25.203	Review of the Lengthsman Contract 

The contract should be reviewed every three to five years. The Clerk will send the Lengthsman Contract and job description to the members of the HR Committee. This will then be brought back to the December meeting. 
ACTION: CLERK


25.204	Defects 
· Stanbarrow Close – posts still need to be replaced. The Lengthsman is aware.

10.	Conservation and Environment 

25.205	General update on Souls M|oor, Management Plan and river monitoring 

The Wild Life Group have started up again with eight volunteers helping at the most recent event. The Group will be learning how to undertake river monitoring in the New Year. 

11.	Police, Traffic and Roads 

25.206	A traffic survey will be booked for next year. A possible location will be in front of the telephone kiosk on Rye Hill. It was reported that the white line painting, requested in 2024, should be undertaken by Christmas.

12.	Community Liaison 

25.207	Cllr Curtis continues to pursue Aster with a view to having various trees and hedges cut back.

13.	Children and Youth 

25.208	Nothing to add.

14.	To receive the Clerk’s Report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda 

25.209	A copy of the Clerk’s report was issued with the agenda. The contents were noted.

	Thanks were extended to the Parish Council for organising the recent Food Hygiene Course. Twelve volunteers from various groups attended. 

	Cllr Walker raised the issue of the Village Facebook page. At present, all Parish Council information and notifications are posted on both the Parish Council Facebook and the Village Facebook. It was generally felt that, due to the quantity of items posted on the Village page, important items are being quickly lost. Going forward, Parish Council matters will only be recorded on the Parish Council Facebook page and residents will be encouraged to ‘follow’ that. This will be brought back to the December meeting for consideration.

15.	To consider correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.210	Nothing to add.

16.	Items for the Parish Magazine 

25.211 			- Bus services
			- Remembrance Sunday
			- Quarterly newsletter
			- Christmas trees

17.	Items for the December meeting

25.212	Bring Your Own Device Policy/Lengthsman Contract/Facebook

18. 	Date of next meeting 

25.213	The next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th December, 2025, commencing 7pm.

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.34pm
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