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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9th OCTOBR 2025 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs J Hawkins, S Walker, G Curtis, J Percy, S Bardwell, K Hazell
Chair:

Cllr Jon Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
No members of the public, Vikki Slade MP
1.
 Period of Public Participation 
25.160
 Thanks were extended by those who were able to use the Communibus in order to attend Cllr Tony Bates’ funeral this afternoon. 

Vikki Slade MP was invited to address the meeting. She reported that she had undertaken a tour of her ward during 2024 and almost everyone who spoke to her raised the issue of buses. Dorset Council are expecting the service which currently runs to Dorchester during the week to start running on a Saturday. In addition, Mrs Slade is also trying to get a route to Wareham. There is a summer campsite bus service which currently stops in Wareham Forest and discussions are underway to try and get the service extended into Bere Regis. 


Another issue affecting Bere Regis is regarding access to GPs. Bere Regis is one of the three locations in the county trying to get increased investment. There is also an issue with there being no NHS dentist in the parish. 


Transport issues – Mrs Slade met with DC transport officers to discuss the designated speed on certain roads. Ironically, Highways will not support speed reduction measures as traffic is moving too fast. She offered to revisit this and push the need for reduced speed limits. 
2.
To receive apologies for absence 
25.161
Apologies had been received from Cllr Laurie Fairhurst (illness), Dorset Cllr Mike Baker.
3.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 11TH September 2025
25.162
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Walker proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis  and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
25.163
 All matters are covered on the agenda.
5.
To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 
25.164
No interests were declared, and no dispensation requests had been received. 
6.
To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 
25.165
A copy of the latest report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
7.
Key Topics 
25.166
To receive an update on Remembrance Sunday

The Clerk reported that two Silent Silhouettes have been purchased, together with wreaths and lamppost poppies. Unfortunately, DLL Sally Cadec is unavailable this year and the Lord Lieutenant’s office is in the process of finding a Deputy that will be available to attend the service. Cllr Percy reported that she had attended a meeting with the Scout Group regarding the organisation of Remembrance Sunday. The school is to be invited to lay a wreath; the Scouts have requested 30 wooden crosses; the band has been booked and Cllr Curtis will let the Clerk know how much they will cost. 
25.167
To consider the Bring Your Own Device Policy (BYOD)

A copy of the proposed policy had been issued to all members. This is as a response to the Assertion 10 update on the Annual Accounts Statement and the tightening up of data protection. 

Cllrs Walker and Bardwell will look at the document and draw up a simplified version for a future meeting. This will be put before the auditor and brought back to the January meeting. 


25.168
To consider a response to the Dorset Local Plan consultation

The Consultant’s suggested response had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

The suggestion from Pellegram reads well and the responses are very good. Cllr Walker highlighted question 4 – is this strong enough perhaps Snow Hill should say a smaller scale development would be more appropriate. Question 8 – we seem to build houses first and then consider the infrastructure. 

Cllr Park proposed the suggestion is submitted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.

8.
Finance 
25.169
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Minuteman


Calendars


BACS381

  543.90

Information Commissioner
Annual fee 2025

DDR


    52.00


Defib Warehouse

Zoll batteries


C/Card


    52.74


I Ventham


August Lunch Club

BACS382

    40.88


I Ventham 


September Lunch Club
BACS383

    79.93


RBL



Wreaths, crosses

C/Card


  357.50


A Lynam


September Lunch Club
BACS384

    29.99


Cloudy IT


October licences, support
BACS385

  104.28


A Crocker


October salary


BACS386

  977.52

HMRC



October PAYE

BACS387

  358.31


B House


N/car & Lunch Club

BACS388

1265.94


Lloyds



Account charges




    12.19


Dorset Council

Car park rates – October
DDR


  200.00


DC Pension Fund

October 2025 pensions
BACS389

  331.32


A King



Lengthsman – September
BACS390

2463.13

The total amount requested from the Precept is £6,869.63.

Cllr Curtis  proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Park and agreed unanimously.

25.170
To accept the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda and were duly noted.  
25.171
To consider a grant for Pop In Place fire escape repairs

This is for the replacement of the platform at the head of the fire escape. £868 will be paid by the Village Hall for the painting of the fire doors and repainting the fire escape. They would like the Parish Council to pay the balance of £962 which covers the cost of the supply and fitting of a new platform. Cllr Park proposed this is paid. This was seconded by Cllr Bardwell and agreed unanimously. 
9.
Planning 
25.172
To consider planning applications received 
P/VOC/2025/05412
Tower House, Tower Hill – Re-orientate and configuration of the existing house with front door to the north elevation with porch over and new single storey extension to the south (with variation of condition 2 P/HOU/2025/0353 to increase rear extension from 4m to 5.5m)
The PWP recommended no objections. Cllr Hawkins proposed the recommendation is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Park – 5 in favour, 1 abstention.
10.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
25.173
Play area update 

Cllr Hazell reported that he met with the Beavers (aged 5,6 and 7) and they highlighted the pieces of equipment they would like. They have offered to put on an event to help raise money. The school have also said they would help set up a fund raising event. Pop In have kindly offered to hold a fund raising event in July next year. Cllr Hazell will be meeting with Sutcliffe later this month.


Five grant applications are in the process of being completed. 


The Clerk will contact Wyatt Homes to see if they would be willing to put some money towards the cost. 

25.174
Allotments 

Cllr Walker has spoken to Rob Farrington of Dorset Wildlife Trust and it transpires that the allotments are not on mains water but are supplied by the borehole on Court Farm. Once any building work starts on the site, this may change. 
25.175
Defects  

- Snow Hill alongside the road – the hedge is very overgrown. Ownership of the boundary will be confirmed.
- Footpath sign from the old school to Doddings has fallen over. Cllr Walker will report this via the Dorset Council website but this may have to be undertaken by the Parish Council

- Jubilee bridge – Minor repairs are on-going.
11.
Conservation and Environment

25.176
 To review and agree the Risk Assessment for the Wildlife Group
A copy of the risk assessment had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Park proposed the risk assessment is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.
25.177
General update on Souls Moor, Management Plan, river monitoring 

Cllr Park proposed the Lengthsman undertakes the grass cut this year. 
The Management Plan – Request that Greenwood are asked to undertake the update. The Clerk will send the existing plan and see if they would be willing to undertake the review.
The Clerk will speak to the Environment Agency to see if they are able to help with the testing of the river and if they would provide the water testing kit. It may then be possible to publish the results. 
25.178
To consider the grass cutting for the nature reserve area 
This was discussed under 25.177.
12.
Police Traffic and Roads

25.179
It is understood that the Royal Oak are having a beer festival at the end of the month. It was noted that this may cause a problem with parking in the surrounding streets. 
There is still a problem with school pick up and drop off parking. Cllr Hazell will speak to the school and ask them to put a note in with the regular newsletter to parents, asking them to park more considerately. 

30mph sign from Wool side needs to be cleaned. 

13.
Community Liaison
25.180 Cllr Curtis met with the Aster Estates Manager and walked the various sites. He agreed that a lot of work needed to be done – trees, grass cutting, hedges cutting. This has been logged and will be done, but will take time.
14.
Children and Youth

25.181
Nothing to report.
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
25.182
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
25.183
Parish Councillors’ Reports 

It was noted that non-electric vehicles are parking in the designated bays. A request will be made asking people to be more considerate and not park in the EV bays. 

Chamberlains – A large entrance has been made on to the Lane End road, near the junction with the C6 and a large caravan has been taken in. It was felt that, being so close to the junction could cause a hazard and, it is understood that no permission had been given by Highways for this work to be undertaken. 

Cllr Walker asked how many members had completed the Parish Survey from DAPTC. Three members had. He felt that this should be given more time as it could, potentially, end up with a lot more work and responsibility being passed down to the Parish Council by Dorset Council. 
16.
To consider correspondence received since the agenda was sent 
25.184
Nothing to consider. 
17.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
25.185
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:



- EV parking



- Christmas trees



- Calendars on sale



- Extension to local plan time - Facebook
18.
Items for the next meeting 
25.186
The next meeting will be on Thursday 13th November, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the 6th November. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.05 hrs. 
ACTION: CLLRS WALKER & BARDWELL





ACTION: CLERK





ACTION: CLLR HAZELL
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Signed: ……………………………………….


